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CHAPTER: 1-A 

A.1.0   INTRODUCTION 

The responsibilities of the police in a country like India are enormous. With 

such an immense breadth and diversity in culture and heritage lies a great 

responsibility on the shoulders of police organizations. Though India is one of the 

biggest democracies having the largest police organization, still heinous crimes like 

sexual assault are increasing substantially. Strict measures for preventing such crimes 

have been planned and implemented too, but the outcome is not up to expectations. 

Sexual assault is as an act that involves forceful illegal sexual contact, behavior and 

threats of a similar nature with the use of undesirable sexual activity without the 

obvious consent of the victim. The sexual exploitation, penetration, or an act of sexual 

contact, without the consent of the victim refers to an assault of a sexual nature. It 

includes a wide range of acts such as forced kissing, inappropriate touching, 

exhibitionism, forced vaginal, anal or oral penetration, forced sexual intercourse, child 

molestation and voyeurism. 

A.1.1. Impact of Sexual Assault  

Sexual assault is deep rooted in Indian society, it affects certain group 

disproportionately. Poverty or the financial state increases people’s desire to sexual 

exploitation in the workplace, schools, prostitution, sex trafficking and trade. People 

with the lowest social economic status are at greater risk for violence. Women who 

lack sufficient economic resources to meet their basic needs, especially, women may 

have to resort to bartering for essential goods with sex. Sexual assault, violence 

terrorizes individual throughout the world and undermines communities and systems. 

Victims should be helped by providing psychological support, social services, 

community safety unit and the various rehabilitation centers (Welch, 2005). 

A.1.2. Prevention and Investigation 

The investigation requires measurable and effective protocols which help the police, 

judiciary and the public or the victim of sexual assault at large. 
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Definition(s) 

Sexual assault is defined as an act of sexual nature that exploits the sexual integrity of 

the victim. According to the statistical report, in England 2005-2006, some significant 

factors were acknowledged during investigation: 

  Part of the body is touched. 

 Type of contact. 

 The Place where the contact occurred. 

 All the circumstances around the act. 

       According to the police records of England and Wales in the year 2005 and 2006 

there were 62,081 sexual assaults recorded, out of which 14,449 were rape cases, 

showing a substantial increase in reporting the cases (Janson, 2006). The increasing 

graph of reporting the number of the cases of sexual assaults with the low rate of the 

conviction of rape offenders was also looked into (Criminal Statistics England and 

Wales, 2000). 

            In (Amnesty International Report, London: Times, 2005) most of the cases 

public behavior is very uncertain towards rape, which believed that woman is 

responsible for being raped but there no estimation of the number of  women raped 

throughout the world yearly. The common factor for the low conviction rate in sexual 

assault or the rape cases are miscellaneous and cannot be described with the sexual 

assault myths only because the maximum number of the cases are on trial proceedings 

while others falls in false accusation, evidences issues, the victim reliability and some 

left the case because of the long term procedure of the criminal justice system (Abbey 

A, 2001) and (Operation Matisse. Investigating Drug Facilitated Sexual Assault, 

2006). Sexual assault on women results in long term trauma on the victims with 

psychological disorders like stress, sleeping problems, weakness, numbness, anger, 

handling relationships, sexual problems and suicide. Due to health issues like sexually 

transmitted disease (STD), human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), unwanted 

pregnancy and various physical injuries from which it is very difficult to cope up 

(Petrak J, 1997).The age of the victim is one of the major factors of being sexually 

assaulted, as the victims are mostly adolescents (British Crime Survey, 2006). Some 

of them occurred as a result of domestic violence (Campbell L, 2007). While some 

contributed due to the traditional minorities, cultural values, living standard and 

awareness of reporting such crimes. After the Nirbhya case (16
th

 Dec 2012) the law 
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commission of India examined and amended the laws related to rape and sexual 

assault in IPC. The legal convener of Ms. Kirti Singh advocated and drafted a bill 

which is based on amendments of the laws relating to sexual assaults vide Section 

numbers 375, 376, 354 and 509 IPC and the admissible sections of the Code of 

Criminal Procedure 1973 and the Indian Evidence Act 1872. The judgments’ were 

based on the national consultation and issues raised by the national commission for 

women (Sexual Offences Act , 2003). 

A.1.3. Analysis of Victim’s Behaviour 

The victim’s complaint and certitude is castigated by police on reporting the case. A 

specific “Sapphire Unit” in each district of London is in force where well trained 

officers are hired for the investigation of rape by using the Sexual Offences 

Investigative Technique (SOIT), which mainly focuses on the addressing intelligence, 

investigation, targeting and forensic examination to the prosecution (Metropolitan 

Police,Sapphire,2001). The Crown prosecution service along with the police is 

responsible for formulation of rape action plan and dealing with the training programs 

for the police personnel, forensic examination with special guidance of the court 

proceedings (Rape Action Plan, 2002). In many countries, there are several guideline 

centers for sexual assault victims like, Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) that 

facilitates victims of assault, with proceedings of the case, rehabilitation centers, 

medical examination, follow-up services and other facilities for learning skills. In 

United Kingdom 1986, at St. Mary's Hospital, Manchester first sexual assault referral 

center (SARC) was established (Pillai & Paul, 2006). 

             Sexual assault is a gender based crime, affecting women more than men. 

Unfortunately the terror of sexual assault restricts the social, psychological and 

economic development of women in the society.  The fear of assault effect their social 

exercises such as the way they dress, their relation with men, their choice to be at 

home, and the way they make use of open space and group offices. 

             In India, the common problem is the coordination between law enforcement 

and victim in such crimes. The victim suffers the most terrible part due to the assault. 

Requisite maneuver are required to be taken to assure the smooth and efficient 

functioning and immediate examination to abstain alteration of evidences. 
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To precede the sexual abuse grievances, every attempt must focuss to decrease 

victim’s probable sentiments of shame. The cardinal objective of the investigation is 

to secure and establish precise and relevant information about the crime. During 

investigation victim’s respect and politesse should be held as priority. The maximum 

numbers of sexual assaults are committed by associate to the victim (e.g. Friend, 

relative, spouse, companion, ex-boyfriend etc.). It is a crime that might fright, 

awkward, and life- devastating, and vicious to victims (teenager, senior, prostitute, 

drug-someone who is addicted). The wounds from sexual attack are not observable; in 

most of the cases they are post-traumatic nervousness, fear issues, or the risk of 

sexually transmitted diseases, or undesirable pregnancy (Knapp, 1988). 

             The purpose of any police personnel is the anticipation of crime and the safety 

of the group. It is likewise essential that interchange relations that maintain offices in 

the organization to understand the value and planning hold by the police officers are 

accomplished as per the law, group’s wellbeing and the requirements of society. It 

must be clear that all three fundamental guidelines which apply for the examination of 

any crime must be held fast:  

 The objective of any investigation is to set up whether a crime has been reported; 

if a crime has been reported. 

 The second step is to check the behavior of an accused. 

 The third stage is to check the relation between the criminal and the crime.  

The organization must comprise of lawfully acceptable verification that is fit for 

withstanding the basic examination of an opposed integrity framework that puts the 

high weight of confirmation upon the prosecution. The target of any police authority 

is the reporting of crime, the declaration of the group, the distinctive evidences and 

the doubt of such offenders in the group.  

According to the general guidelines of sexual assault investigation William Knapp in 

New York State Coalition, 1988 states the following: 

A.1.4. Responsibilities of Investigating Officers 

• Attend the survivor properly. 

• Be vigilant about not to characterize the victim. 

• Secure evidences present on the victim.  

• Preservation of crime scene. 
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• Report to Rape Crisis Center. 

• Custody of offender. 

Supplementary Steps Required 

• Request, whether there is any other individual whom victim want to contact.  

• Calculate any other needs of the crime. 

• Recording the behavior of support person with whom victim has shared the details 

of trauma. 

• Explain the examination process.  

• Be accurate about the case. Give up from making guarantees.  

Deferred Reporting 

• Postponed reporting is very common problem hence it requires the proper 

investigative planning.  

• Make a decision on when the crime occurred.  

• A statement regarding the late reporting.  

• Absence of significant proofs lead to delayed reports. 

A.1.5. Factors swaying delayed reporting 

• Fear of society. 

• Disbelieving about the case on reporting. 

• Lack of family support. 

• Fear of protection.  

• Available facilities to the victim during the proceeding of the case.  

            William T Knapp, 1988 investigated innumerable problems faced by victims 

in sexual assault cases. The prime factor being the conservative nature of society and 

humiliation in talking about unfortunate experience. Additional factor is that the 

citizens are afraid of being trapped in police case and court proceedings. There are an 

abundance of excuses, if one would investigate that are expected by society, who 

demand justice, but do not want to put their efforts in achieving what they demand 

for. In such restricted circumstances the police investigation is done, but the lack of 

co-operation, paucity of proof and source of evidences may lead to poor or negative 

judgement.  
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A.1.6. General Investigative Procedures in cases of Sexual Assaults 

i. Serving as advertising information, on proposed actions and guidelines for 

dealing with sexual assault. 

ii. Primary contact with persons about sexual assault. 

iii. The investigation of complaints, resources, and referrals. 

iv. Consultation services for dealing with issues of sexual assault. 

            Among all the crimes, sex related crimes are most reprehensible and 

mortifying (Sarkar et. al., 2013). The medical examination is a foremost and most 

important act to congregate biological evidences and documentation of the physical 

and mental trauma. It is extensively useful in dearth of any other witnesses (Habesha 

T, 2001). There are specific guidelines provided to police officers to investigate such 

sensitive cases. However, in many complaints, police personnel do not follow the 

standard protocols or guidelines that create more problems to the victims. Police 

investigators often do not know about the correct procedure to investigate the sexual 

assault cases. Consequently victims of sexual abuse face several obstacles, and 

encumbrance to the affluent accomplishment of investigation (Schwartz, 2010). 

Standard operating protocol to be followed in such sensitive cases is unavailable in 

most of the countries except in few developed nations. The problem is that police 

personnel presume that victims are lying or it is false allegation (Jordan, 2001). The 

assertion laid was that police inadvertently surmised that most of the complaints are 

erroneous (Ostrich, 1988), (Robert R. Hazelwood, 2001). This assertion gained 

strength from the credence and the fact that police play an important role in judicial 

system (Lord, 2002). In an article on Sexual Assault Investigation in 1975, a police 

detective noted “Women and child complainants in sexual matters are infamous for 

embroidery or complete fabrication of complaints” (Jordan, 2004).  A research in the 

USA reports that police personnel’s believe that approximately 60 % assault cases 

reported are fabricated and not genuine in nature (Summers & Ashworth, 1981). 

Irrespective of efforts of judicial authorities and internal security agencies in slacking 

incidence rates of such crime, the fact lays that still diminutive literature exist on 

conviction. Concomitantly, literature is swarming with grievance about harsh 

handling of victims of assault and improper assistance. The problems are massive and 

require significant research and study to propose protocol for investigation and 

handling with crime scene and victims of crime (Parmochik & McDonald, 1996). 

There are a number of ecological factors too that affect the reporting rate. For 
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example a recent study reports the occurrence of assaults is higher in rural area but 

reporting outnumbers in urban areas. The imprecise notion of comparatively low rate 

of reporting accounts to the reputation of the police & personal issues of the victims. 

The issue still remains unanswered that police cannot engage in investigation of cases 

that are not reported (Ruback & Menard, 2001). A number of psychological and 

sociological myths are used to define rape, but the negative assurance about sexual 

assault is persistent (Sexual Offences Act, 2003). These narrations are generally held 

by males and also used by assaulters vindicate their behavior (Auburn, 2001).  

A.1.7. Actions of Police on Reporting case 

            Since people in general are not accomplished about the truth of sexual assault, 

common myths and misconceptions frequently avert the sufferer from disclosing the 

complaint. The way that approx. 90% of sexual assault is not reported, implies that 

most of the criminals are never distinguished, captured, or effectively prosecuted 

(Johnson, 2006). This represents an issue, as an undetected criminal may go ahead to 

claim more sufferers. In a research, it was reported in the U.S.A. on the investigation 

of incarcerated sex offenders and found that 126 men confessed being guilty of 

assault (the term utilized as a part of the U.S.A). The assailants had perpetrated a total 

number of 907 assaults, victimizing 882 (Kilpatrick, 2000). Likewise, it was observed 

that 120 out of 1882 educated schoolmen had committed no less than one sexual 

assault. Most of the 483 assaults (90.9%) were committed by 76 of the men, each in 

charge of not less than 6 assaults. They were likewise capable for an extra 14 

demonstrations of different types of hostility, including domestic violence and child 

abuse. The assailants were not and punished. Moreover, accused were more reluctant 

to police investigation, as they included willful utilization of liquor by victims and 

less physical brutality later. An organized venture to curtail the incidences of sexual 

assault is first to address this issue of non-reporting of case, which comprises a 

genuine open security issue for subjects. In a research, females proffered the 

accompanying purposes behind not reporting episodes of sexual assault (SGCU 

Victimization Survey, 1985). 

• Fear and disgrace (64%). 

• The assertion that police would not help (50%). 

• Anxiety towards appropriate functioning of police and judiciary (44%).  
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• Anxiety of trap by the criminal (33%). 

            Sexually ambushed females frequently expect that on the off chance that they 

report an assault they will be hiding by the equity framework. For females of shading, 

migrant, and exile women, this hesitation is annoyed by injustice. So that, with same-

sex rape, this concern is forced by homophobia. The validity of women with 

handicaps has frequently been addressed when they report sexual assault, especially 

on account of women with formative, psychiatric, and learning inabilities. Rural 

regions experience an indifferent type of difficulties in reporting of sexual assaults. 

A.1.8. Under-reporting of Sexual Assault in Rural and Urban Regions 

The underreporting of sexual assault is largely affected by following reasons: 

• Nervousness of re-exploitation by "the framework". 

• Lack of trust of outcasts and suspicion of policy arrangements. 

• Cordiality /standardization of sexual assault. 

• Fright of societal rejection or negative acknowledgement. 

• Absence of social reactions.  

• Having shared social group with the culprit.  

• Low sympathy towards secrecy and security.  

• Restricted information transfers (identity). 

• Issues with police reaction and the court framework.  

• Taking "sides" by group individuals bringing about losing social backing.  

Majority of the crimes are not answered to the police. As reported in a social science 

study conducted 2004, the victimization rate of women is five times that of males and 

only 8% of all sexual assault (characterized as anything from undesirable caressing to 

constrained sex) are reported. This poses challenge in estimating real incidence rate of 

sexual assaults (Best Practice for Investigation & prosecuting sexual assault, 2013). 

A.1.9. Study of Investigative Guidelines in relation to Sexual Assault Cases 

A survey conducted 2011 demonstrates investigation in cases of sexual assaults, the 

procedure followed by police and reporting of such cases. The survey investigated 

views of police executives about the FBI and use of definition of sexual assault in the 

Uniform Crime Reporting program.  
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A.1.10. Findings and the issues in the Investigation methods according to the 

Survey 

I. Coding of the sexual assault reported crime 

II. Policies and training 

III. Specialized units 

IV. Internal and external reviews 

V. Arrival of data to the general population 

I. Coding of the sexual assaults reported crime 

Coding refers to the investigation procedure used for the reported cases of sexual 

assault. According to the organization reports in 69% of cases, call receiver decide 

the underlying coding procedure of sexual assault while in 30% cases agents make 

such determination and in 28% cases investigating officer decide such coding. In 

many cases, all intents and purposes the majority of the reacting organizations said 

that underlying code can be alter or modified in future, and in a few organizations, 

coding must be complete at further elevated amount. In 62% of organizations, the 

investigating officer could alter the coding of reported sexual abuse cases whereas 

in 87% cases specialist could modify the coding, and in 91% organizations chiefs 

could alter such improvements. 

II. Procedures and guidance 

75% of organizations have strategies or conventions with respect to obligations of 

dispatchers and call-takers whereas 63% of organizations have prepared 

educational module in regards to the consideration of sexual assault reports.  

In 92% organizations, strategies or conventions on the obligations of investigating 

officers who react to sexual assault case, while in 81% cases they have prepared 

educational module for those representatives.  

On the other side, 85% of organizations have strategies for administrators or 

interior case analyst, and 72% have prepared educational programs for those 

workers.  

III. Specified components 

The agencies response to the Performance Evaluation Review Survey (PERF) 

survey (61%) report that they are having particular divisions for the investigation 

of such cases. Out of which 85% divisions handle child abuse cases where as child 
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physical abuse cases are handled by 75% divisions. The division is of different 

size. They have 88 employees in each division.  

IV. Interior and exterior assessments 

In 87% cases police agency responses to the survey of PERF concluded that inner 

administrative eminence declaration assessments are working properly. Varied 

police departments follow up the protocol and guidelines laid by Philadelphia 

Police Department for the efficient investigation of sexual assault cases. 

V. Appearance of data to the general population 

The PERF, enhancing the Police Reaction to Sexual Assault, the major issues talked 

about was how rapidly police must be discharge the data to the general population in 

situations but they have proof that a serial assailant has perpetrated different crimes. 

When it regulates to create data, showing different crimes have been committed by a 

particular culprit. They may see designs in how, when, and where the criminal is 

committing the crime. Various police officers examined and for the most part 

coincide that it is generally better to discharge data for the future.  

A.1.11. Sexual Assault Response Team (SART) 

It included the Sexual Assault Reaction Groups programs that organize the reaction of 

police officers, advocates, medical care taker, analysts, and others. SART programs 

are generally thought to be extremely compelling at enhancing the reaction to such 

crimes, while moreover improving the probability that criminals captured, charged, 

and sentenced. In 88% of the organizations, reacting to the PERF study concluded 

that they do "take an interest in a SART and on the other hand accomplice with 

offices/associations in an exertion to enhance investigative administrations and 

backing to sexual assaults." The members in the PERF summit perceived the 

meanings of SARTs, and the quality of such projects, change broadly needed.  

A.1.12. Collection of Information of Sexual Abuse Cases 

The officers reacting to the PERF concluded that they gather and preserve information 

for different purposes. The information typically incorporates the responsible parties, 

offenders, sufferers, delicate elements of the offences and case results. The 

information is quite often gathered naturally through the organization's records, 
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administration framework and in 33% of the offices, information is infrequently 

redesigned. The reasons for gathering such data incorporate distinguishing crime 

patterns and problem areas (82% of reacting organizations); recognizing revises guilty 

(79%); inner reviews and surveys (84%); and instructive or preparing programs inside 

the office (47%). Marginally more than 33% of the offices said they likewise gather 

such information for survey by associations outside to the police division (Improving 

responses to allegations involving sexual assault, 2006). 

Delayed reporting of cases of sexual assault is typical. The victims usually register 

complaint after a time by which evidences are manipulated or fabricated e.g. changing 

clothes, bathing etc. or after returning from a scene of assault to a safer place i.e. to 

friends or family. Victims who look for help after an assault usually don't report until 

12 to 24 hours or more, which is often considered as a "postponement." It’s required 

for victims to prepare the strike and look for insight from a encourage individual. 

Many victims have reported harassment and sexual assault years after the incidence 

took place. It is vital to note, that in any case, that occasionally a long defer in 

reporting can trade off the examination or indictment of an offense. An extensive 

postponement in reporting may lead to an unfavorable impact on the outcome. 

Victims avoid/ defer reporting or show negligence in reporting the sexual assault 

because of:  

• Questions of the criminal fairness structure. 

• Shame. 

• Privacy worries in merge groups.  

• Misgivings of striking back by the offender or his/her family.  

• Concern of being captured/ involved on random criminal matters.  

• Trouble talking about sexual contact. 

A.1.13. Hindrances to Reporting 

I. Media 

II. Community 

III. Internal barriers 

IV. The formality and the complex nature of the judicial system 

V. Lack of system support for victims 

 



49 
 

I. The Media 

The reporting of negative versions of legal framework and loop holes in the 

administrative system deters the females and guardians in reporting the case. Also 

the power show of goons and assailants involved in such crime by media make 

victims weak and frightful in reporting such cases. 

II. The Community 

The part of informal support, for example, family, companions or sentimental aid 

is critical to report the crime. In most of the cases defer reporting had a chance to 

talk about it with anyone and it is normally with companions who energize them. 

Negative reactions to the statement are connected to more serious dangers of not 

reporting a case for example, the advancement of post-traumatic anxiety. 

III. Internal Barriers 

In modest or provincial groups, or in social groups where everybody knows each 

other furthermore, they talk the same dialect; victims might be closely surrounded 

by judgmental groups. Tattle, noise, apprehension or sensitivity for the assailant 

may make an unfriendly, environment, which debilitates the sufferer from 

answering. Inward Barriers Victims disguise society's conviction frameworks, 

fortified by the media's depiction of assault, described by generalizations about the 

crime and the assailant. They may battle with sentiments of disgrace identified 

with the attack, and the conviction that they are capable. 

A victim was embarrassed for not fighting back and hence did not answer to 

police. It is extremely troublesome when victim know the culprit. Such 

circumstances are frequently confounded, and sufferer may be clasped with self-

questioning and self-fault as they fear to hurt the attacker. Victims are frequently 

more arranged to experience the framework when they attacked by a stranger.  

IV. The  Complexity  and  Formality  of  the  Court System 

The conventional environment in the court trial is a boundary for most of the 

victims. Inflexible principles showing regard for the court have the impact of 

threatening victims, especially the individuals who are most powerless in our 

general public.  Court procedure takes a couple of years after the crime. The 

conventional court process does not fit well with the requirements of sexual 

assault.  
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V. Lack  of  System  Support  for  Victims 

In most of the crimes, victims have trouble in understanding and getting to the 

lawful framework. This is elevated by the utilization of "legalese" and complex 

specialized terms. Promotion and rural group administrations can get to be 

overpowered without satisfactory financial and other support. In groups, 

geographic separations can make courts, police and different administrations 

problematic to get it. Infrequently courts are situated in various districts. The 

extensive topographical territories secured by some group administration 

organizations make it difficult for an appropriate reaction to the occurrence. This 

makes a mental hindrance. (Best Practices for Investigating & prosecuting sexual 

assault, 2013) 

"Postponed reporting" is a key which the defense lawyers may regularly attempt to 

destroy victims, proposing they were not "generally" assaulted, but rather for some 

unknown thought process chosen to report the occurrence as an assault "sometime 

later". Is it really "deferred" if when she reports the assault to healing center staff, she 

is most certainly not prepared to converse with law implementation, however chooses 

to do as such later? As a consequence of the confusion and activities of guard lawyers 

to ruin a chance that make a "deferred report" to law authorization the expression. 

The image portrayed by these insights is that the child sexual assault is usually goes 

unreported, and normally the culprit won't be condemned. Further, regardless of the 

fact that indicted and sentenced numerous perpetrators won't be sentenced 

imprisonment and the individuals who are non-liable to serve an extensive period in 

authority. This impression is particularly upsetting when linked with the extending 

affirmation that 'couple of events has an all the more suppressing influence on the kid 

than sexual abuse and yet the voice of these losses is consistently calmed in the legal 

procedure (Leichtentritt & Biha, 2002).  

A.1.14. Inclusion’s of Victim statement  

 Physical harm by the offense.  

 Budgetary expenses to the crime.  

 Medicinal or mental medications required to victim and her family.  

 The requirement for compensation. 

 The victim’s perspectives on the crime.  

 The victim's perspectives on a proper sentence. 
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A victim may make a refusal or mental failure to help with the examination. Officers 

and agents assume a significant part of a crime to coordinate in the examination, 

capacity to adapt the obsessive and mental delayed consequences of the crime. 

A.1.15. Preventive measures for minimizing the Sexual Assault cases 

 The essential remedial action of all types of sexual assaults through projects in 

groups, schools and displaced person settings. 

 Support for socially delicate and participatory ways to deal with changing 

dispositions and conduct. 

 Support for projects, conduct of the remedial action of sexual assault. Programs 

that address a portion of the hidden financial reasons for violence, counting 

neediness and the absence of training, for instance by giving openings for work. 

A.1.16. Conclusive Practical Reactions 

Intervention should likewise be concentrated on to deliver a desirable comprehension 

of what is feasible in distinctive settings for anticipating sexual savagery and 

supporting victims. The taking after zones ought to be given need:  

 Arriving and assessing administrations and appeal that bolster survivors or 

work with culprits of sexual assault. 

 Deciding the most fitting wellbeing part of reactions to sexual savagery, 

including the part of prophylactic antiretroviral treatment for HIV. 

 Figuring out what constitutes proper mental backing for various 

circumstances.  

 Assessing programs for counteracting sexual violence, including group based 

mediation. 

 Examining the effect of lawful changes and criminal authorizations. (World 

Report on Violence and Health, 2002). 

 For these reasons, it is justifiable that most victims of sexual assault are known 

to the offender - won't report the crime or will just report after some deferral.  

 Provide the sufferer with open-finished prompts to inspire her considerations 

and activities after the assault.  

 These activities will frequently clarify why the report was postponed, given to 

the injury of exploitation and the humiliation connected with exposure. 
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 Make sure the victim that deferred reporting is very common that give reason 

to the circumstances of assault exploitation.  

The basic conviction of the police and society is that victims who report a rape after 

some deferral have either created or overstated the case. By archiving the reasons why 

she has do postponed reporting - maybe out of apprehension, or perplexity, or an 

inability to mark the injury as "assault" - this can ideally promise well to prosecutors, 

attendants and to overcome the basic (mixed up) convictions relating to the victim 

credibility. 

The reason of the victim statement is to permit the leadership process on sentencing or 

parole. A judge may utilize data from these announcements to decide an offender's 

sentence; a parole board may utilize such data to choose whether to allow a parole and 

what conditions to force in discharging a guilty.  

The Metropolitan Police set up an expert Unit in January 2001, in every region of 

London; utilizing officers are profoundly gifted and prepared in assault examination 

utilizing the Sexual Offenses Investigative Technique (SOIT). Their procedure deals 

with knowledge, examination, focusing, broaden the forensics. 

In July 2002, the Assault Activity Arrangement was set up, advancing several 

proposals and few recommendations for the Crown Indictment Administration, 

including offices for criminological analysis, preparing for cops, pro assault 

prosecutors and direction to advocates for exceptional measures of crimes in court. 

(Violence against women and girls, 2018). 

In sexual assault cases, reporting, investigation and prosecution are obstructed by the 

sexual assault myths i.e. in general people believe that sexual assaults are false 

allegations. 

A.1.17. Common Myths and Facts about Sexual Assault  

 Myth: Sexual assault is not a very common problem. 

Fact: It occurs at every place. 

 Myth: A sexual offender has common appearance. 

Fact: Sexual assault is committed by any ordinary looking individual. In some 

cases the offender may even know to the victim. 

 Myth: False allegations 
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Fact: A very common conception about sexual assault is false allegation. It is 

widely under-reported crime. 

 Myth: Stranger rarely commits sexual assault. 

Fact: In maximum number of the cases offender is known to the victim in 

some or other way for e.g. family member, friend, relative’s and neighbor etc. 

 Myth: Clothing of the victim is to be blamed for the incidence. 

Fact: Short dresses or the other modern outfits are not the responsible for such 

assault but the offender is solely responsible for the offence. 

 Myth: Offenders are either mentally ill or sexually malnourished. 

Fact: Sexual assault occurred due to power and control over the victim. In a 

maximum number of the cases perpetrators are not mentally ill or 

malnourished. 

 Myth: People of certain background are more likely to commit sexual assault. 

Fact: Anyone can commit sexual assault. An offender may belong to any 

economic, racial, ethnic, age and social group (List of  Rape  Myths, 2005) 

Sexual assault investigator plays a vital role to support and fight a case in favor of the 

victim. The ‘victim advocacy’ refers to advocates expressing the system’s issues that 

the victim might face. It may be helpful to victim while dealing with police personnel, 

health care professionals, justice system, or community response for increase overall 

results to help out victims. Sexual Assault Response and Resource Teams (SARRTs) 

provide mental, physical and social support to the victim that helps in healing and 

criminal justice proceedings. Depending on the type of roles the advocates are of two 

types while dealing with sexual assault victims, i.e. Community and System-based 

advocates. 

1. Community based - they provide facilities to the victims like: 

• Department provide 24-hour sexual assault hot-line, counseling, systems, 

awareness programs, and help in education. 

• They don’t have restrictions or requirements to receive services.  

• They usually encounter victims because the victim has sought out their services.  

• They provide services to the victim within 24 hours e.g. forensic medical 

examination. 

• They provide facilities to advocate for sustain communication with the victim.  
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• They help victims in organize appointments and provide transportation, 

counseling appointments.  

2. System-based advocates-   they work according to the system like: 

• The advocate in a police department will make initial contact with the victim, but 

work with them during the enforcement process.  

• They respond to the scene of crime to provide support to victims, depending on 

their protocol. 

• They only provide services to the victims who report the case to the police station 

or made first information report (F.I.R) about the crime (Lonsway, 2017). 
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CHAPTER: 2-A 

A.2.0   REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

 

The present study was initiated on basis of extensive literature survey that relates to 

victim, victim-society relationship, perpetrator, various governmental and non-

governmental organizations. All the parameters associated with rape and sexual 

assault reported in different research papers have been studied in detail and 

accorded strategically. 

This chapter comprises of various factors that are associated with under reporting of 

the case and discussion of investigative procedures followed in developed countries. 

Points covered in this chapter are as follows: 

 General factors of non-reporting the case, victim’s status in the society, judicial 

proceedings, Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), medical and other 

abutment to the victim and the victim perception about the case. 

 The  result and discussion of the standard operating protocol used for the analysis 

of sexual assault cases in the various countries of last ten years and the 

comparison with the existing protocol in India used for the sexual assault cases. 

A.2.1. Variables Influencing the Investigation of Sexual Assault 

There are various determinant factors affecting the investigation of sexual abuse cases 

but some of them play a key role in investigation of the various cases and to arrest the 

main suspect or the offender of the case. Different investigation protocols for 

investigation of such types of crime have been developed in various countries but 

India is still lacking in developing uniform standard protocol for the investigation of 

sexual violence cases and victims support. A significant factor is delay in reporting 

the case to the police. Deferral in complaint is a common factor in sexual abuse cases, 

particularly in case of child victim, who has lack of knowledge about the violence. In 

these cases, the apparent offender is mostly trusted person of the family, teacher etc.  

The Australian Law Reform Commission, (2005) vide its report concluded that a 

child inability to instant report the matter may adversely affect while there is flexible 

and balanced response particularly in the case of adult accused. Delayed reporting is 
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also caused due to the reason that the victims has fear of the negligent behavior of 

their family and friends, feeling of guilty and the major problem of disbelieving. 

There is analytical connection between detain in accusation and its investigation. 

However the reliability of a delayed complaint has been criticized by concerned 

people who are unfair to the complainant.  

The proportion of proper and fair investigation varies in the cases of child and adult 

abuse because there is a greater possibility of identifying the accused and fair 

investigation required in adult as well as in child abuse cases. It is expected that in 

delayed reporting in the case of adult is corresponding with degraded evidence and 

unapproachable witnesses. It indicates that adults do report, they are committed 

witnesses and more able to articulate their evidence. Still majority cases sexual abuse 

cases go unreported to the authorities (Cashmore, et. al, 2016). 

In the US between 1992 and 2000, maximum number of sexual abuse and rape 

cases were not reported to the police whereas 26% cases of sexual assault were 

reported as mentioned in Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) data. There were various 

causes for not reporting of sexual assault such as:  

 Feeling of Self-blame. 

 Humiliation and self-conscious, or desire to keep the assault in privacy. 

  Insult and fear of the offender. 

 Lack of judicial support (Baumer, 2004). 

Dukes et al in 1977 reported that during the early 1970’s the cases of sexual 

abuse were least reported to police in comparison to the other violent crime. 

Following are the reasons of least reporting of sexual assault: 

 The self-conscious and disgrace related with the crime (Bachman & Taylor, 

1994);  

 Assumption about the ineffective criminal justice system. (Feldman-Summers 

& Ashworth, 1981);  

 Perceptions that these types of crimes are not taken seriously  (Fisher et. al., 

2003); 
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 Uncertainty about what comprise with such cases. (Keseredy, et. al., 2001); 

and  

 Less reporting by other person because such cases usually occur in an isolated 

place.  

Interview and the statement of the victim do play a vital role during 

investigation of the case. In New York State the entire police department provides a 

private sitting area for the interview. Private sitting refers to a confined place from 

which the victim and interviewer are not detectable or identifiable to anyone, and 

there conversations not audible beyond the room. The victim is provided with the 

Rape Crisis Center (RCC), an advocate during the interview. It also includes 

following issues: 

 Sometime an interviewer who is known to victim may adversely affect the 

case. 

 Availability of an advocate and other professionals provide mental support to 

the victim. 

 On request of victim, presence of her parents shall be allowed.  

 Rapport formation with the victim has additional advantage in proper and 

just interview resulting in fair judgement. 

 The victim should be treated in a respectful manner.  

A.2.2. Aspects required to be taken care during the Interview 

While interviewing emphasis should be laid on the following points: 

 Ask the victim to leave the questions that are not of her wish or feeling 

uncomfortable. It should be discussed later in the interview.  

 Proper time gap should be offered during interview. 

 Investigators should consider asking unrestricted questions in an effort to 

bring out details which the victim may have forgotten.  

 Questions should be presented in manner which should not discourage the 

victim. 

 Be cautious with the content of questions and information. 

 The description of the case should be recorded in the words victim has 

originally used. 
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 It may be useful to sustain the same words or the communication style in 

response to the victim instantly so as to “give permission” to pursue further. 

 Terms should be clarified. 

 Any information about the offender’s or suspects identification or description 

should be aptly recorded. 

 Information about the entry and exit point of the crime scene should be 

recorded. 

 A proper record of movement of any physical evidence by offender or by 

victim should be properly recorded. 

 Any pictures or videos taken by a perpetrator.  

 Description about the objects used at the time of assault.  

  Description of threats made by an offender. 

There are several types of the questions asked during the interview to the 

victims will helps in further investigation and apprehend the offender. (Pocket Guide 

for Police Response to Sexual Assault New York State Coalition Against Sexual 

Assault, 1998). 

A.2.3. Impact of Victim Statement 

The impact of victim statement in her words is a valuable tool for the 

investigation of such cases. It may be written or oral information about the crime and 

how it affected them. The main aim of victim statement is to explain about the effect 

of crime in the court of law.  

In USA, states allow victim statements as important step used during 

sentencing. The statement of victim, generally included in the pre-sentencing report 

presented to the judge and if required, before the parole hearing of the accused. 

Generally, victim is not called during the court proceeding to testify. And if testify 

then they are required to answer particular questions.  It becomes a chance for the 

victim to involve in the judicial processing and to challenge the perpetrators.  

Some of the states have revised formats for victim statement. In many of the 

state’s oral and written statement has been taken but some state records statement by 

audio, video and other electronic mode could be used during parole hearing. Whereas 

child victim can submit by making picture on paper (National center for victims of 

crime, 2014). 
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The study suggested various ways about judicial proceedings and related 

professionals in the criminal justice system or increased cooperation and better 

understanding with victims in these types of cases. These includes: 

 Understanding the factors of the case that help to conclude the victim's desire 

to help in the case. 

 Different barriers responsible for lack of participation, such as a lack of 

conveyance, declined to access the phone, or the need for economical support 

from the offender. 

 Collection or documentation of evidences from the scene of crime. 

 Actively working towards rape myth acceptance among officers. 

  To ensure victims safety and cooperation during the work. (Study examines 

victim cooperation in cases of intimate partner sexual assault, 2015). 

A.2.4. Lack of Judicial Support 

In case of child, victims may take up justice, through both the criminal and 

civil justice systems. There are prime major differences between the two court 

systems: the proof of weightage is required, and the presence of victim in each 

process.The civil justice system does not try to determine the guilt of a perpetrator. In 

most of the cases victims have right to put a case to civil prosecution in search of 

economic support from the offender. It is feasible to find suspect answerable in civil 

case despite an opinion of “not guilty” is carried out in a criminal case. 

Due to the uses of modern electronic gadgets, the commission of sexual 

assault cases has been increased. Now-a-days the internet has become a rapidly 

increasing sturdy aid for victims to carry out information. However, the Internet is 

also responsible for an additive role in sexual violence. Cyber stalking is a terrifying 

behavior or unwanted use of other high-tech communication is a common problem. 

Hence it is another way to humiliate victim. According to the data surveyed, 1,500 

youth of age group 10 to 17 that use online network regularly reported being 

humiliated online. It’s very difficult to control on the excessive use of web sources. 

“Under-reporting, sexual assault ‘is not a problem in a community.”  Coalition staff 

member child exploitation, pornography, and solicitation (Pocket Guide for Police 



60 
 

Response to Sexual Assault New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault to 

Sexual Assault New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault, 1998). 

Sexual abuse left unfavorable effect on the social status on the victim’s 

identity. Some of them are as follows: 

 Relationships with family, friends. 

 Lack of psychological support. 

 Limited communication with relatives and friends. 

 Reduced possibilities of marriage. 

 Isolation from family or community. 

A.2.5. Standard Operating Protocol  

The summarized data of different developed countries from 2006 to 2016 are given 

below: 

1. In Victoria, 2006, Standard Operating Protocol (SOP), elevated a number of 

questions emerge from police investigation likes communication issues, sample 

collection, independent third party withdrawn complaints and non-authorization 

of beliefs etc.  It focuses on various issues such as: 

 Personal issues.  

 24 hour care facility.  

 Training to police personnel. 

 Providing a safe environment.  

 Housing options.  

 Recommendation of the SOP (Improving responses to allegations involving 

sexual assault, 2006). 

2. In July 2007, Minnesota Department of police safety mainly focuses on the 

problem or the critical issues in sexual assault that basically focuses on the 

background of crime as it remains the hidden issues in our society. 

 For the prevention and awareness about the nature of the sexual assault. 

 To provide public training and education to help people or protect the 

victims. 

 To allocate training and awareness programs for the victims of such 

assault, include methods for serving victims, awareness and services of 
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sexual assault about the perpetrator and victim’s medical, safety, 

responses of law enforcement agency and their prevention. 

 In 1972, San Francisco and Washington DC rape crisis organization was 

initially setup. Expanded prevention programs and training to provide 

information and resources that in colleges to cover a wide range of 

questions and give proposal for the operational steps required in case of 

sexual assault (Holm-Hansen & Martell, 2007). 

3. In 2008 California, the old guidance on adult/Adolescent sexual violence 

investigation, an amendment in the law enforcement agencies used in the 

procedure of investigation and prosecution. These guidelines are made for law 

enforcement agencies used when responding and investigation of sexual assault 

cases. Main goals of these guidelines were: 

 For improvement in the law enforcement agencies while describing the 

sexual assault cases. 

 To provide special training program for the loss of resources in case of sexual 

assault.  

 To provide guidelines, booklets to the officers on how to deal and educate 

them about the criminal justice procedures. 

 To brief about the general description, misconceptions and realities about 

sexual assault. 

 To provide information about an effective forensic interview with victims, 

witnesses and suspects. 

  To find out the facts and protection of victim’s rights (Post Guidelines on 

Adult/ Adolescent Sexual Assault Investigation, 2008). 

4. According to the Massachusetts guidelines in 2009, provide suggestion to the 

responding officer when investigating adult sexual assault cases. It mainly focuses 

on the response of the first responding officer with the victim, primary 

responsibilities of an investigating officer (IO), and common challenges while 

reporting dynamics of sexual assault. The identification & interview of the witness 

deals with the medical interview with various services including CODIS 

(Combine DNA Index System), SORB (Sex Offender Register Board), outside 

documentation.  
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These guidelines are made to assist and provide suggestions to the 

responding officers when investigating adult sexual assault case. 

• Proper and timely response of law enforcement that helps to rise in the number 

of reporting cases. 

• Enhance the public confidence and strengthens the facilitating successful 

prosecutions. 

• Maintenance of victims’ sensitivity and respect that will result a more 

involvement in criminal justice system, increase offender secondary 

victimization. 

• General information from the victim.  

• Prime responsibilities of the responding officers. 

• Crime Scene preservation, collection of evidences, initial interview and 

services to the victim. 

• Common challenges on anonymous reporting, false reports, recanting, and law 

enforcement prosecution issues etc.  

• Identity of the cases and investigation. 

• Victim interview: location, conduction, gender of interviewer, documenting, 

safety issues. 

• Identification and interview of the witnesses: crime Scene management, 

collection of evidences, consideration before processing the scène, 

interviewing medical personnel, identification of evidences collection and 

preservation, chain of custody, combined DNA index system (CODIS), 

suspect interaction, investigation documentation. 

• Other investigation procedure digital evidence. 

• Outside documentation: BOP(Board of Probation), Federal criminal history 

record information, Field Interrogation Reports, employments, military 

records, educational documents, passport and travel documents, financial 

records, departmental and transitional records, department of children and 

families rental information global positioning report (GPS) and electronic 

monitoring transponder high profile investigation, media relation, court room 

and testimony, victim support services. 

• FIO (Field Interrogation Report), Media interaction and court room testimony. 

(Patrick, 2009). 
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5. In 2010, according to the Delhi Police standing Order 303/2010, some of the 

guidelines were settled for the investigation of sexual assault in a concise way 

when compare to the protocol of the other countries. It mainly focuses on the 

crises intervention center for the victims and the initial responsibilities of the 

First responding officer from the scene of the crime to the courtroom processing. 

It includes medical examination, victim’s interview, collection, preservation and 

the examination of the evidence. 

Guidelines to be followed by police officers while investigating the cases  

 Police station has a female police officer for 24 hours. 

 Duty officer will receive the report.  

 Intimate rape crisis cell. 

 Initial investigation.  

 Medical Examination. 

 Statement of the victim. 

 Child welfare committee during Court proceedings. 

 No victim is stay in the police station during the night except night 

reporting cases. 

 Briefing training to police officer, Juvenile Police officers.  

 Provide all the necessary documents of the case to the RCC (Rape Crisis 

Centre).  

 Keep permanent or present address of the victim for trial. 

 Assistance of psychiatrist medical examination 24 hours. 

 Visit to the scene of crime to secure evidence, collection.  

 The functioning of crisis intervention center in all district of Delhi (Delhi 

Police Standing Order No. 303, 2010). 

6. In 2011, Philippine National Police Manual Criminal investigation mainly 

focuses on the facilities to the victim special programs, special law prosecution 

rules and the investigation procedure to deal with such types of blotter that 

maintained for the violence against women and children. In August 2011, PERF 

(Police Executive Research Forum) investigate police department regarding their 

strategy to carry out reporting and investigation of such cases. 



64 
 

It is one of the most important tools that serve as Reference Guide for the 

conduction of investigation to the very sensitive issues of sexual assault and 

include the following: 

 A wide range of facilities to the victim special programs and prosecutions 

used.  

 To identify and locate suspect. 

 The investigator must be graduate degree holder. 

 To precede, record, secured to the crime scene and conduct preliminary 

interview to arrest the suspect. 

 Evaluate the injured to the nearest hospital using emergency services. 

 The initial investigation conduction. 

 Turnover duties and responsibilities (Philippines National Police Manual: 

Criminal Investigation Manual, 2011). 

7. In 2012 Philadelphia (U.S), its main objective is on constant downfall to 

reporting and investigation of rape cases. It basically deals with the conducting of 

past cases, improperly classified cases, determination of lost cases, working with 

transparency, and improved training of officers. 

The main aim of this protocol was to analyze the issues regarding court 

proceedings with advocates, crime prevention group. Further to make it 

transparent and strengthen every step of the process from reporting of the cases to 

the investigation, It also provides psychological support practices of the reporting 

and investigation of sexual assault dealing with the following issues: 

 Lots of rape cases.  

 Processing of old cases for the identification.  

 Elimination of petrol police officer for the identification of lost case.  

 Working with transparency to enhance the clarity while handling the 

sexual assault cases.  

 To provide training to officers about the dynamic of sexual assault case.  

 Serial rapist: Police officer analyze that a maximum numbers of cases are 

committed by known person in any manner comparatively the number of 

stranger assault is low.   

 Sexual assault in universities and colleges.  
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 Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) evidences.  

 SART- (Sexual Assault Response Team), progress with the coordination 

of the police prosecutors. It is very effective programs that increase 

response. 

 PERF- stressed that police personnel, who is the handling the case must 

have very close relationship with other SART members. Relationship 

should be permanent to facilitate discussions of systematic reforms and 

other issues (Critical issues in policing series improving the police 

response to sexual assault, 2012). 

8. In Alberta (Canada), 2013 protocol issued  mainly deals with the contextual 

factors (nature, situations circumstances of the crime), Age of consent, common 

myths & facts, role of sexual assault investigators, Health care services, role of 

crown prosecutors, reporting to police, victims trauma, sexual assault offenders, 

sexual assault facts & statistics and systematic support for the victims etc. 

This protocol contains some appropriate factors, that are to be consider while 

investigation: 

 The part of body touched. 

 The type of contact. 

 The location of an assault. 

 The terms associated with an act.  

 The situation close to an act. 

 It may or may not be accompanied by force.  

 The physical or mental importance related to assault.  

Specific points are as follows: 

 Age Consent: In the criminal code of Alberta the age of authorization to the 

sexual venture is 16, but at the age of 12, a child  cannot permitted to any type 

of sexual venture, children aged 12 to 16 can authorized to sexual venture.  

 Discuss about some sexual assault myth and facts like common, offender have 

different appearances, victims lie about sexual assault, mostly committed by 

strangers, way they dressed, physical violence or weapons are used within will 

not suffer from any long term effect part assaulted by their husband, wife, 

boyfriend and girlfriend. 
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 The role of sexual assault professionals and role of collaboration. 

 It is essential for police officers to link with investigating officers as well as 

with professionals mainly for sexual assault facilities. 

 To provide more effective investigation prosecution and support services for 

victim. 

 Healthcare services SART- (Sexual Assault Response Team).  

 SANE- (Sexual Assault Nurse Examination).  

 The Crown prosecutors are less in number as compare to the state prosecutors. 

  The legal party is responsible for presenting the case against an individual in a 

criminal trial.  

 Role of prosecutors dealing with the main points like  

 Death of allegation supported by police investigation. 

 Conditions prior record of an accused.  

 Reporting to police. 

 Under reporting of sexual assault in rural areas.  

 Fear of system acceptability, lack of response, relationship with perpetrator, 

privacy concern, limited telecommunication issues and court system. 

 Alcohol and drug accelerate sexual violence. The type of drug taken by an 

accused and severity of the crime. 

 Medical examination. 

 BALD STEP  

B- Bite marks, bleeding, and burn 

A- Avulsion, abrasion  

L- Laceration 

D - Deformity 

S- Swelling stain  

T - Tenderness to palpation  

E- Erythematic 

P- Pattern 

 Collection and preservation methods provided to the police officer for further 

processing. 

 Role of victim advocate about the safety concerns testimonial and registration 

of an operator sentencing victim impact statement. 
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 Psychological changes like safety, trust, intimacy, control, exertion, arousal, 

avoidance and numbness to reminders. 

 Sexual assault facts and statistics. 

 Majority of sexual assaults are not reported.  

 Victim sleep (more or less), feels unsafe; develop interest for the use of 

alcohol, which is self-harming.  

 Sexual offender: Having negative views and endorsing rape myth, hyper 

identification, worthlessness, low self-esteem and abuse problem. 

 Sexual assault victim: Barriers in reporting, mistrust criminal system, 

confidentiality, relationship with the perpetrator.  

 The media, community, internal barriers, complexity, judicial system.  

 Lack of systematic support for victims’ police attitude and treatment of the 

victim.  

 Investigative technique and lack of police protection.  

 Language barriers, cultural issues and investigation status.  

 Human trafficking.  

 Method: Threat, abduction, fraud, deceit, deception, abuse. 

 Process: Recruitment, transportation, transferring and receiving.  

 Goal: prostitution, pornography, Sexual exploitation (Best Practices for 

Investigating & prosecuting sexual assault, 2013). 

9. Year- 2014 instructions for Hotline Department of Defense, USA basically 

related to the records and forensic analysis of the evidences of a crime that is 

mainly related to the defense. It defined a policy, for retaining evidences and 

criminal records for sexual assault victims. 

Based on US federal law December 31, 2011: public law 122-81- National 

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal year 2012 was enacted. 

 Section 586: Define Sexual abuse including the number of the armed 

forces for the department of Defense Policy and Procedures on retention 

and access the evidences and records.  

 Identification of records. 

 Criteria for collection and maintenance of records. 

 Detection of Physical evidence and non-documentary forms of evidences. 
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 Times of records location of the records media production of privacy of 

individual name and status of record.  

 Responsibilities for record maintenance by the military department. 

 Education and training on record.  

 Custody requirement.  

 Uniform Collection of data that deals with record and forensic analysis of 

the evidences of a crime that is mainly related to Defense. 

 Develop policy for retaining evidences and criminal record for sexual 

abuse victim’s as required by NDAAFY12. 

 MCIO: Military Criminal Investigation Organization. 

10.          Year 2015- US sexual assault policy and protocol deals with the               

organizations like victim counseling, academics and other accommodation, security, 

healthcare and student service department. 

This protocol deals with an organization community that how to carry out the 

safety measures. 

Providing services like counseling medical care information about legal option, 

academy and other accommodation. 

 Victim’s dignity, respect during the investigation and the institutional 

response. 

 Coordination with other department, which are likely to be involved in 

sexual assault.  

 Public education and prevention activity help to provide appropriate 

education training that monitoring and updating our policies and protocols. 

 Definition of sexual assault, consent, acquaintance, age, person etc. 

 Reporting and responding to sexual violence complaint process and 

investigation right to draw a complaint protection. 

 Security, healthcare service, counseling, department, human resources 

(Sexual Assault and sexual Violence policy and protocol , 2015). 

9. In 2016, Victoria police developed a protocol that basically deals with the 

agencies who helps in sexual abuse cases. The following are the highlights of 

protocol. 
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 Discuss about the various aspects and functions of police care in victims 

medical facility.  

 Maintaining relationship with other agencies who help in sexual assault cases 

like Institute of forensic medicine, health and human services, childhood 

instant services department, victim support organization and court network . 

 Children and young people family violence related to sexual crime, drug and 

alcohol facilitated sexual crime. 

 Response towards community, culturally and linguistic diverse people with 

disabilities. 

 Specific guidelines are set up like initial report to the police for investigation, 

interviewing. 

 Procedures used for no further withdrawal of reports. 

  Suspect management involving child victims, post interview, consideration, 

supervisor and responsibilities. 

 CASA- Centre against sexual assault. 

 DHHS- Department of Human Health services. 

 CWS- Child witness Services. 

 WAS- Witness Assistance services (Code of practice for the investigation of 

sexual crime, Victoria Police, 2016). 
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CHAPTER: 3-A 

A.3.0   MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The basic principle behind any criminological research is reflective thinking, strategic 

planning and implementation of thoughts into valid scientific interpretation. To 

achieve this methodology sectioned in two parts. In the first section questionnaire was 

developed and responses from victims were catalogued. The second section of the 

methodology presents investigative procedures in five developed nations namely 

United States, United Kingdom, Netherlands, Spain and France. Comparative analysis 

was done to facilitate the analysis of the lacunae in investigative procedure followed 

in India. 

A.3.1. Section- I 

Most empirical social analysis requires three major types of data i.e. numbers, 

observations and words. To assess the problems influencing investigation in sexual 

assault cases a questionnaire was developed to record the responses in various 

categories.  

I. Sample includes Questionnaire which was developed and administered on the 

victims of sexual assaults in Delhi NCR region. The confidentiality of identity 

was maintained. 

II. Samples were collected of all age groups of sexual assault victims, which 

mainly consist of general background of the victims (cultural background, 

relationship status, living status, and relationship to the perpetrator), initial 

response of the police towards crime, interview of the victim, follow-up 

investigation and the additional information about the case. The details of 

questions have been given vide questionnaire. 

III. Sample Size – 150 Subjects  

IV. Sample Analysis – Comparative and statistical analysis 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT 

 Evaluation of Police Response towards victims of Sexual Assault (Format) 

 

Instructions:  

1. Answer the questions in yes/ No suitably in part I, II and III. 

2. Additional comments can be addressed in Part IV and V. 

3. Don't answer any question(s) if you don't want to answer/not suitable to the 

situation.  

Date____________________________  

Date and Time of Call to Police_______________________  

Name of Police Department_______________________________  

 

The Questionnaire is divided into five parts: 

1) The Initial Police Response 

2) The Victim’s Interview 

3) The Investigation follow-up 

4) Additional Comments 

5) General Information 

 

Part I: The Initial Police Response  

1. Did the responding officer try to make you feel safe and comfortable while 

reporting the assault (explain when, where, how)? Yes____ No____  

2. If you reported to police within 72 hours of the assault, did the officer offer for 

you to have a medical examination? Yes____ No____ NA____  

3. Did the investigating officer inform you about the right to have a victim advocate 

and a support person present with you during the medical exam and the interview? 

Yes____ No____ NA____  

4. Did the investigating officer in anyway judged your behavior, or disbelieved you? 

Yes____ No____  

5. 5. Did the investigating officer force you not to investigate the case in any 

manner? Yes____ No___ 

6. 6. Did the investigating officer brief you about the complete information about the 

case? Yes__ No_ 

7. Did the investigating officer give his/her contact number? Yes____ No____   
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Part II: The Victim’s Interview  

1. Did the interview held or not? Yes—No-  

2. Do you have support person during the interview? Yes____ No____  

3. Did the interview held at comfortable location? Yes____ No____  

4. Did the IO Asked for safety and comfort? Yes____ No____  

5. Did the IO Offer you help to deal with case? Yes____ No____  

6. Did the IO response all your queries to your gratification? Yes____ No____ 

NA____  

7. Was the interview recorded in any form i.e. audio or in video form? Yes____ 

No____  

8. Did the IO tell you that you can conclude the interview at any end? Yes____ 

No____  

9. Did the IO get full description from you on how, where, when, about the case. 

Yes____ No____  

10. Did the IO ask you about the warning made by the offender at any time? 

Yes____ No____ 

11. At any end did the IO questions feel aggressive to you? Yes____ No____  

12. Suggestions on how judicial processing can improve to responding, 

investigation and meeting the requirements of victims. Yes____ No____ 

 

Part III: Investigation Follow-Up  

1. Did you informed about the status of the case by the detective or investigating 

officer? Yes____ No____  

2. Do you feel the IO was bothered about your safety and prevention all over the 

investigation? Yes____ No____  

3. Did the IO give you an attentive explanation about arrest of suspect? Yes____ 

No____  

 

Part IV: Additional Comments (with explanation) 

1. Specific information about the case has been given. 

2. Did not response the questionnaire based questions. 

3. Did somebody force you not to report a case? 

4. What is the occupation of your parents? 
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5. Were you working anywhere before this? 

 

Part V: General Information 

1. Religion of the victim: Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and Christian. 

2. Age of the victims: different age groups. 

3. Relationship Status: single, married, separated, working. 

4. Living Status of the Victim: with family, alone, with spouse, with roommate, with 

relative 

5. Relationship to the perpetrator: unknown, ex-boyfriend, friend, family friend, co-

worker, neighbor. 

6. Education: illiterate, matriculation, intermediate, graduate/postgraduate. 
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Table No. A.3. 1: Assessment of Initial Police Response 

I.  INITIAL POLICE RESPONSE YES NO 

1)  Responding officer make you feel safe and comfortable 10% 90% 

2)  Have medical examination within 72 hours 24% 76% 

3)  Provide you a victim advocate 4% 96% 

4)  Judge your behavior in any manner 8% 92% 

5)  Force you not to investigate the case 12% 88% 

6)  Brief you about the complete information about the case 25% 75% 

7)  Did the IO given his or her contract number 14% 86% 

II.  VICTIM INTERVIEW   

1)  Interview held  15% 85% 

2)  Having support person during interview 32% 68% 

3)  Held at comfortable location 49% 51% 

4)  Asked for safety and comfort 4% 96% 

5)  Offer help to deal with case 34% 66% 

6)  IO answered all the question to your satisfaction 16% 84% 

7)  Was the interview recorded in any form 11% 89% 

8)  Were you told that you can end the interview any time? 90% 10% 

9)  Did the IO get complete information about the case 58% 42% 

10)  
Did the IO asked you about any threat made by 

perpetrator 
35% 65% 

11)  At any point did the IO questions feel hostile to you 55% 45% 

12)  
Any suggestion has been given or not about how law 

enforcement can improve the response 
4% 96% 

III.  INVESTIGATION FOLLOW-UP   

1)  Were you kept notify about the status of  case 40% 60% 

2)  Do you feel IO keeps your safety throughout the case 30% 70% 

3)  
Did the IO gives complete information of why the 

suspect was not arrested 
34% 66% 

IV.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   

1)  Specific information about the case has been given 30% 70% 

2)  Didn’t response the questionnaire based questions 60% 40% 

3)  Under Pressure 35% 65% 

4)  Weak family background 42% 58% 

5)  Unemployment 64% 36% 
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V.  GENERAL INFORMATION   

1)  Age groups of the victims   

 Between 1-5 2%  

 Between 6-10 8%  

 Between 11-15 13%  

 Between 16-20 35%  

 Between 21-25 20%  

 Between 26-30 15%  

 Between 31 and above 7%  

2)  Data belongs to victims Religion-wise   

 Hindu  60%  

 Sikh 20%  

 Muslim 15%  

 Christian 5%  

3)  Marital status of the victim   

 Single  60%  

 Married  5%  

 Separated  22%  

 Divorced  13%  

4)  Living status of the victim    

 With family 3%  

 Alone  46%  

 With spouse 7%  

 With roommate  18%  

 With relative 26%  

5)  Relationship to the Perpetrator   

 Unknown  48%  

 Ex- Boyfriend 5%  

 Friend  16%  

 Family Friend 10%  

 Co-Worker 12%  

 Neighbor  9%  

6)  Education status of the victim   

 Illiterate  47%  

 Matriculation  23%  

 Intermediate  20%  

 Graduate / Postgraduate  10%  



76 
 

A.3.2. Section- II 

This section deals with the comparison of investigation protocols of sexual assault 

cases in five developed countries i.e. USA (California), United Kingdom, Spain, 

Netherlands, France. The comparative analysis was carried out with Indian 

investigation procedure and deficiencies in our system were recorded. 

The basic principle behind any investigation as listed WIPO are Accountability, 

Professionalism, Integrity, impartiality, confidentiality and ethics (Treen N, 2010). 

The protocols of the developed nations like United kingdom, United States, France, 

Netherlands, Spain were chosen for the study as they are based on the  guidelines laid 

down by World Intellectual Property Organization. 

To study the responsibilities in sexual abuse investigation in India.The lacunae in the 

present investigation procedure was recorded and a standardized protocol was 

developed for use in India . So, India was considered for comparison in the study. In 

developing countries the investigating procedure is sub-standard, which cannot be 

used as standardized operating protocol. 

The advantage of the current investigation procedure is that the protocol presented in 

the thesis will provide police officers and detectors in acquiring optimum response 

from victims, suspects and witnesses which aids in assessment of information thereby 

assisting in investigation. The protocol also includes legal counselling to the victim of 

crime which is substantial support in fighting against crime. The observations are 

given below via Table No. A.3.2. 
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Table No. A.3. 2: Comparative Assessment of Investigative protocols of developed nations and India 

 

S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

1.  Objective: Victim, Suspect, Witness Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 
Non 

Existing 

2.  
Definition: Sexual assault, rape, victim, 

victim advocate 
Existing Existing Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

3.  Investigation  Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 
Non 

Existing 

i.  Call Receiver’s response Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 

ii.  Initial officer’s response Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 

iii.  Emergency response and officers duties Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 

iv.  

Support to the victim 

 Early response 

 Primary resource 

 Victim advocate 

 Counselling services 

 Coordinators 

Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

v.  Evidence collection instructions Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

vi.  Witnesses & suspects recognition guidelines Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 
Non 

Existing 

vii.  Documentation of case Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 

viii.  Stranger & non-stranger assault Existing Limited  Inadequate  Inadequate  
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

4.  Primary victim interview Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Inadequate  
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S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

i.  Victim advocate Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Limited  

ii.  

Victim interview protocol 

 Time & place of interview 

 Check recordings 

 On time 

 Duties of officers: protection, use 

suitable words, consider  comfort zone, 

support, help and explain complete 

processing 

 Duties of counselor or an advocate 

provide IO’s and the other facilities 

required like transportation, housing and 

other arrangements 

Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

iii.  Protection of victim rights Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

5.  Follow-up interview Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

i.  Follow -up Investigative policy Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

ii.  

Follow up interview procedures for  

 Detailed investigation conduction  

 Delayed condition 

 Location: nearby, relaxed, transport 

facility 

 Duties of officers: explain reason and 

scope of interview, updated contact 

numbers, victims’ rights, requirement for 

Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
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S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

recording, status of case 

 Duties of IO: recording of victim 

response, relationship with offender, 

statements by perpetrator and the other 

basic information, assessment of 

evidences, submission, analysis, 

development of case by prosecuting 

attorney, support from the victim.  

iii.  Minimum  victim participation Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 

iv.  Interviewing the suspect Existing Limited Limited Limited Limited 
Non 

Existing 

6.  

Reporting: protocol without physical 

presence 

 Through telephonic and electronic 

communication 

 To provide female officer, maintain 

dignity support investigative  process, 

briefing of victim, confidentiality, should 

be maintain  

Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

7.  Responsibilities of the administrator  Existing Existing Limited Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

8.  

Initial response and evaluation of 

information 

 Initial reporting 

 Police response 

Existing Existing Limited Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 
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S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

9.  

Preliminary investigative procedures 

Initial information, evidence, victim 

notification, suspect identification, suspect, 

interrogative, documentation, personal 

opinions, impact of investigation, victim-

witness program 

Existing Existing Existing Existing Partial Limited  

10.  

Follow-up medical exam. 

Follow-up crime scene investigation 

Investigative leads 

Supplementary victim interview 

Validation 

Search warrants 

 Warrant less searches 

 Background investigation 

 Suspect interview 

 Arrest of suspect 

 Case organization 

 Case summary 

 Briefing of the victim of court 

 Regular contact with victim 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

11.  Interview and interrogation techniques Existing Limited Limited Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

i.  
General consideration (age, education, living 

status etc.) 
Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing Existing 

ii.  Interview and interrogation consideration Existing Limited Limited Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 
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S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

iii.  

Interview 

 Victim interview 

 Victim sensibility 

 Victim interrogation procedure 

Existing Limited Limited Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

12.  Training to police officers Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial Inadequate 

13.  Evaluations, crime, background & society Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

14.  Assess risk to survivors Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

15.  Survivors services Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

16.  

Overall planning 

 Research 

 Risk assessments 

 Research on suspected perpetrator 

Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

17.  Organizing information Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

18.  Interview Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

19.  Storing information: documentation, digital Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial 
Non 

Existing 

20.  Storing medical legal/ Forensic evidences Limited Existing Partial Limited Partial Inadequate 

21.  Procedures, prisons, policies, documentation Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

22.  
Medical findings (HIV, AIDS, Hepatitis, 

etc.) 
Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited Limited 
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S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

23.    Psychological & physical condition Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

24.  
Process division (submission of reports, no. 

of rape, action) 
Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 

Non 

Existing 

25.  Capability management Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

26.  
Implementation of Standard Operating  

Protocol 
Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 

Non 

Existing 

27.  Annual and refresher training Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

28.  Observation and prevention Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

29.  Establishing court procedures Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited Limited 

30.  Establishing sexual assault research team Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited 
Non 

Existing 

31.  Counseling services to victim Partial Limited Existing Partial Limited Limited 

32.  
Support division: development of lesson 

plans for refresher and pre service training 
Limited Partial Limited Existing Partial 

Non 

Existing 

33.  

General requirements 

 Offender and staff education 

 Detection and prevention 

 Medical examination 

 Sexual assault research team 

 False allegations 

 Victim services 

 Data collection and analysis 

Limited Partial Limited Existing Partial 
Non 

Existing 
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S. No. Issues 
USA 

(California) 

United 

Kingdom 
Spain Netherland France India 

34.  
Annexures of investigation 

Medical and social 

Checklist 

Limited Partial Limited Existing Partial 
Non 

Existing 

35.  Special procedure for child perpetrator Limited Partial Limited Existing Partial 
Non 

Existing 

36.  
National legal instruments to Sexual gender 

based violence 
Non Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
Existing 

Non 

Existing 

37.  Case management meeting Non Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
Existing 

Non 

Existing 

38.  National level meeting Non Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
Existing 

Non 

Existing 

39.  Check and evaluation mechanisms Non Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
Existing 

Non 

Existing 

40.  Evaluation the responsibilities of government Non Existing 
Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
Existing 

Non 

Existing 

41.  
Evaluation the responsibilities of armed 

group 
Non Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 

Non 

Existing 
Existing 

Non 

Existing 
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CHAPTER – 4 (A) 

A.4.0. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The research was incepted with an aim to assess and examine the role of police in 

investigation of sexual assault cases. The procedure followed during investigation was 

thoroughly reviewed using a questionnaire unearthed on victim’s response. Response was 

transfigured into statistical data which is accorded hereby in two sections. 

Section –I 

 150 victims of the sexual assault were interviewed for assessment of lacunae in 

investigation procedure. Responses in category were evaluated and mean and 

percentage was calculated. Mean is a measure of central tendency and hence is 

central value for distribution of probability. Percentage is a ratio that constitutes 

fraction of hundred. 

 The average percentage of response calculated is given vide Table no 1. 



85 
 

Table No. A.4. 1: Table representing Initial Police Response 

I.  INITIAL POLICE RESPONSE YES NO 

1)  Responding officer make you feel safe and comfortable 10% 90% 

2)  Have medical examination within 72 hours 24% 76% 

3)  Provide you a victim advocate 4% 96% 

4)  Judge your behavior in any manner 8% 92% 

5)  Force you not to investigate the case 12% 88% 

6)  Brief you about the complete information about the case 25% 75% 

7)  Did the IO given his or her contract number 14% 86% 

 

 

 

Figure A.4. 1: Figure representing Initial Police Response 

A.4.1. Initial Police Response 

The first section of the questionnaire dealt with the initial police officers response of the 

case has been reported. Out of the 150 cases in only 10% of the cases police officers 

made the victim feel safe and comfortable, whereas in 90% of the cases victims were 

feeling unsafe, uncomfortable and ashamed while reporting the case. In case of the 

medical examination of the victim there were 24% of the victims, who were examined 

within 72 hours of the case and the 76% of the victims were not examined in appropriate 

time frame because of the proceeding procedures. Also no female officer was present to 
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assure victim and discuss the event without any fear or free mind. There was no victim 

advocate and the counselor available to take care of the case or to discuss about the 

detailed occurrence of the case, only in 4% of the cases advocate or the counselor were 

provided while in 96% of the cases no supporting person/ advocate/ the counselor 

accompanied victim thorough out the court proceedings or the other proceeding of the 

case. In assault cases major issue arises about questioning the character of victim, which 

turns the situation very intricate and complicated. It has been observed in the study that 

on reporting the case victims have to endure harsh assessment of their morality and 

behavior by police personnel recording the case. Study suggests that in 92% of the cases 

victims felt that the police officers are judging their behavior, while in 8% of the cases 

victims feel safe and comfortable while reporting. Owing to the sensitivity and nature of 

crime, investigations in such cases usually take more time, in 88% of the cases police 

officers forced victims to withdraw the case by saying its wastage of time and money. 

Whereas only in 12% cases victims were not forced to withdraw. The problem also arises 

because the police officer in most of the cases i.e. 75% of the cases do not brief the 

victim about comprehensive nature of investigation and judicial system so the victim is 

not aware about the succeeding step of the investigation, in 25% of the cases victims 

were briefed about the whole investigating procedure of the case. The police officer or 

the IO in 86% of the cases never gave their contact number to the victims of the sexual 

assault. They kept themselves free from the unnecessary hassles related to the case. The 

common perception prevails that why do we waste our energy and believed that the case 

is mere a false allegation while only in 14% of the cases IO gave their number to the 

victim for their help. 
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Table No. A.4. 2: Table representing Victim’s Interview 

  

II.  VICTIM INTERVIEW YES NO 

1)  Interview held  15% 85% 

2)  Having support person during interview 32% 68% 

3)  Held at comfortable location 49% 51% 

4)  Asked for safety and comfort 4% 96% 

5)  Offer help to deal with case 34% 66% 

6)  IO answered all the question to your satisfaction 16% 84% 

7)  Was the interview recorded in any form 11% 89% 

8)  Were you told that you can end the interview anytime 90% 10% 

9)  Did the IO get complete information about the case 58% 42% 

10)  Did the IO asked you about any threat made by perpetrator 35% 65% 

11)  At any end did the IO questions feel aggressive to you 55% 45% 

12)  
Any suggestion has been given or not about how law enforcement 

can improve the response 
4% 96% 
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Figure A.4. 2: Figure representing Victim’s Interview 

A.4.2. Victim’s Interview 

In the second part of the questionnaire, questions were put forward with intent to assess 

the victims to find out their response towards sexual abuse through interview process. 

According to data, in 85% of cases, interview of the victims were not held through the 

counselor or any other person, only in 15% of the cases interview of the victims was 

conducted with the proper procedure and rendered better results. In 68% cases no 

support person accompanied the victims for their help whereas in 32% of the cases, 

there was a support person with the victims which includes their family members, 

friends and relatives. In majority of the cases i.e. 51% cases, victim’s interview was 

conducted at place where victims felt unsafe. Furthermore the interview was not carried 

out in standard operating format else comprised of recording the statement  of the 

victims of sexual abuse/ recording the summary of the case by a female officer, whereas 

in approximately 49 % of the cases victims interview were conducted at comfortable 

place where victim responded with ease and comfort. In 96% of the cases, police 
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personnel did not seem to be concerned about victim’s safety and comfort, they were 

least bothered about the physical and mental trauma of the sufferer and took it as extra 

work load, while in 4% of the cases they showed their interest in the case and asked for 

their safety and comfort. There were 66% cases where Investigating officer never asked 

for any help to deal with the case and how the case proceedings will proceed whereas in 

34% of the cases a short briefing was given to victim short about the procedure of the 

case. In 84% of the cases, IO never answered the queries of the victim or any other 

member on the behalf of the victim for their satisfaction and assurance that may help 

them to deal or proceed with the case while only in 16% of the cases IO answered all the 

questions depending on situation and nature of questions asked by victim or other 

members. While in maximum number of the cases, interviews were not held, so no 

recording in any form is available, in 89% of the cases, the victims were not having 

information of being recorded in any manner but, in 11% of the cases victims had a 

doubt that it has been recorded in any form, for helping offenders to make money and to 

harm the victim. In 90% of the cases victims were not asked to stop during interview at 

any point if not comfortable while in 10% of the cases victims were asked to stop 

considering the comfort and experience of a long term trauma. The complete 

information of the case was recorded in 58% of the cases whereas in 42% of the cases 

IO took complete information to deal with the case. In majority cases sufferers are 

threatened by perpetrators gives threat to the victims but such threats are never asked 

and recorded  counting approx. 65% of the cases, while in 35% cases IO asked for such 

threats or any fear. In 55% of the cases IO asked the questions in unfavorable manner 

while in 45% cases victims do not feel hostile during the statement. In largest number, 

i.e. 96% of the cases, victims did not gave suggestions on how law enforcement can 

improve the response towards this crime, while in 4% of the cases victims’ responsded 

towards it by giving advice of early response and proper investigation by police 

personals to minimize the number of such cases. 
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Table No. A.4. 3: Table representing Investigation Follow-up 

III.  INVESTIGATION FOLLOW-UP YES NO 

4)  Did you informed about the status of the case 40% 60% 

5)  
Do you feel IO keeps your safety throughout the 

case 
30% 70% 

6)  
Did the IO gives complete information of why the 

suspect was not arrested 
34% 66% 

 

 

Figure A.4. 3: Figure representing Investigation Follow-up 

A.4.3. Investigation Follow-up 

The third part of the questionnaire dealt with the investigation follow-up by the police 

personnel throughout the case. In 60% of the cases victims were not informed timely 

about the status of the case while in 40% victims were informed between the time 

intervals about the status of the case. In majority of the cases i.e. 70% IO did not provide 

protection to the victims of sexual assault, from the perpetrator or any other damage. 

Only in 30% of the cases IO asked for the safety of the victims through telephone and by 

meeting them. In majority of the cases i.e. 66% IO did not inform about, why the suspect 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

1 2 3

V
ic

ti
im

's
 R

es
p

o
n

se
 

Issues 

INVESTIGATION FOLLOW-UP 

YES

NO



91 
 

was not arrested, because they show least concern in case and suggested for the 

withdrawal of the cases, though in 34% of the cases IO informed each and every detail 

regarding the cases, and why the suspect was not arrested with the correct information. 

 

Table No. A.4. 4: Table representing Additional information 

IV. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION YES NO 

1)  Specific information about the case has been given 30% 70% 

2)  Didn’t response the questionnaire based questions 60% 40% 

3)  Under Pressure 35% 65% 

4)  Weak family background 42% 58% 

5)  Unemployment 64% 36% 

 

 

 

 

Figure A.4. 4: Figure representing Additional information 

A.4.4. Additional information 

In the fourth part of the questionnaire additional information has been recorded from the 

victim regarding the case to find out the loopholes in the investigation. In 30% of the 

cases important suggestions were given by the victims of the sexual assault i.e. safety 

and security issues, community help, family and relative support, lengthy procedures of 

the judicial proceedings, shelter, employment for the victims and behavior of the police 
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personnel etc. but in 70% of the cases victims were not ready to give any information 

and did not comment on any procedure due to long term trauma. In 60% of the cases 

victim’s responded to the questionnaire based questions and showed their interest to 

responses. In 40% cases victims were not ready to answer each and every question. The 

victims just responded by discussing about the case in brief. In 65% of the cases victims 

were under pressure of their family members, relatives or known in any manner and 

were forced to not report the case by warning/ forecasting future problems regarding 

marriages and social status. In 35% of the cases, victims reported the case without 

getting perturbed and reported the case without any pressure. Majority of the cases 

remain unreported due to weak family background i.e. 58%  belonging to slum area, or 

not having family support to proceed further with the case while in 42% of the cases 

victims belonged to caring and supportive families. Unemployment is yet another major 

factor responsible for such incidents. Victims belonging to poor families i.e. in 64% 

victims were unemployed, were involved in such cases and people used them by paying 

money for it, but in 36% of the cases victims were employed. 

 

A.4.5.General Information 

The fifth part of the questionnaire includes the general information about the victims of 

the sexual assault like: 

A.4.5.i. Age groups of the victims 

A.4.5.ii. Data belongs to victims religion-wise 

A.4.5.iii. Marital status of the victim 

A.4.5.iv. Living status of the victim 

A.4.5.v. Relationship to the perpetrator 

A.4.5.vi. Education status of the victim 
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Figure A.4.5.i: Figure representing Age groups of the Victims 

A.4.5.i. Age groups of the Victims 

The victims of sexual assault belonged to different age groups, the minimum 

number of the victims belonged to 1-5 years i.e. early childhood whereas 8% victims are 

of 6-10 years old that is the period of middle childhood. The victims from age group 11-

15 years were 13% i.e. the period when children’s are in  learning phase while the 

majority of victims belonged to 16-20 years that is period of adolescent in which 

biological changes occurs in the body while 20%  victims belonged to 21-25 years that is 

the period of adolescent to early adulthood, 15% belonged to 26-30 that is period of  

middle adulthood where people learn or grasp things for their future and 7% belonged to 

the age of 31years and above that is the period of midlife at this age life is full of 

responsibilities. It’s an act of power and control over others. 
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Figure A.4.5.ii: Figure representing Random data on the Religion of the Victims 

Disclaimer: Data has no religious distribution 

A.4.5.ii. Religion-wise data of the Victims 

The collected data was assessed for effect of religion on victimization in such crime. The 

least number of the cases reported from the victims, belonged to Christianity i.e.5% while 

the maximum number i.e. 60% victims were Hindu, 20% were Sikh and 15% were of 

Muslim community. It means that most of these cases occurred in Hindu community. 
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Figure A.4.5.iii: Figure representing Marital Status of the Victim 

A.4.5.iii. Marital Status of the Victim 

According to the data, the victim’s marital status, highest numbers i.e. 60% of the victims 

were not in any relationship/unmarried, 22% were separated i.e. separated from their 

spouse, and 13% were divorced.  Comparatively, minimum cases were reported of 

married victims i.e. 5 %.  It means that the males took advantage of females being alone 

for any reason. They took it as an opportunity. 
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Figure A.4.5.iv: Figure representing living status of the Victims 

A.4.5.iv. Living status of the Victims 

 One of the major factors responsible of such assaults is living status of the victims i.e. 

46% were living alone, 26% living with their relative for the purpose of education and 

employment or any other family issues, 18% living with their roommate, because of the 

modern culture and higher basic needs, females living with males without any 

information of their family, 7% living with their spouse in nuclear family don’t have 

backup support for an employment, though minimum number of the victims i.e. 3% 

living with their family and have support from their family members too. 
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Figure A.4.5.v: Figure representing relationship with the perpetrator 

A.4.5.v. Relationship to the perpetrator 

Another important factor is the relationship of a victim to offender. In most of the cases 

victim was known to the perpetrator in any manner i.e. 5%  ex-boyfriend, 16% friend, 

10% family friend, 12% co-worker, 9% neighbor that is about total 52%  victims were 

known while on the other side i.e. 48% were stranger or unknown to the victims. 
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Figure A.4.5.vi: Figure representing education status of the Victims 

A.4.5.vi. Education status of the Victims 

Poor education is also a one of the most important factor responsible for such assault. In 

47% of the cases, victims were illiterate, not having awareness of the legal proceedings, 

23% victims were matriculate or 10
th

 passed, 20% were intermediate only 10% victims 

were graduate/ postgraduate.  Higher the education lowers the crime rate and vice-versa. 
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Table No. A.4. 5: Table representing Issues and the Observation of the victims of 

Sexual Assaults 

I. Initial police response 

S. NO. ISSUES OBSERVATION 

1.  Feel safe and comfortable 
 In 90% of cases victims did not felt comfortable 

 In 10% victims felt safe and comfortable. 

2.  
Medical examination 

within 72 hours. 

 In 76% victim did not have medical 

examination. 

 In 24% victim had medical examination. 

3.  Availability of an advocate 

 In 96% of the cases victims did not have 

advocate or counselors. 

 In 4% of the cases, victims were provided 

advocate. 

4.  
Analysis of victims 

behavior 

 In 92% cases were analyzed. 

 In 8% cases victims did not experience such 

condition. 

5.  
Force not to investigate the 

case 

 In 88% cases, I.O advised not to investigate. 

 In 12% cases I.O investigated properly. 

6.  
Briefing about the 

complete information 

 In 75% of victims did not receive briefing. 

 In 25% victim get briefing. 

7.  
IO provides his/her contact 

number. 

 In 86% cases victims did not get. 

 In 14% victims got the contact number. 
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II. Victims Interview 

S. NO. 
ISSUES OBSERVATION 

1.  
Organization of interview 

with victim 

 In 85% cases interview was not held. 

 In 15% cases interview was held. 

2.  
Presence of support person 

during interview  

 In 68% cases, victims were alone. 

 In 22% cases, support person were available. 

3.  At comfortable location 

 In 51% cases, interviews were not held at safe 

and comfort place. 

 In 49% cases, interviews were held at 

comfortable and safe location. 

4.  Asked for safety and comfort 

 In 96% cases did not asked. 

 In 4% cases, victims were asked for safety and 

comfort. 

5.  
Offer help to deal with a 

cases 

 In 66% cases did not offer any help. 

 In 34% cases got help from IO. 

6.  
IO answered all the question 

to your satisfaction 

 In 84% cases did not answered. 

 In 16% cases responded. 

7.  
Recording of interview in any 

form 

 In 89% cases victims had doubts of recording. 

 In 11% cases did not record in any forms. 

8.  
Information about to stop the 

interview at any point 

 In 90% cases did not informed. 

 In 10% cases IO told to stop at any point. 

9.  
Briefing about the complete 

information about the case. 

 In 58% cases did not get briefing from IO. 

 In 42% cases victim get briefing. 

10.  

Did the IO asked you about 

the threats made by 

perpetrators 

 In 65% cases did not asked. 

 In 35% cases asked and explain how to deal. 

11.  

At any end did the IO 

questioned feel aggressive to 

victim 

 In 55% cases victims felt hostile. 

 In 45% cases did not felt hostile. 

12.  

Any suggestion has been 

given or not about how law 

enforcement can improve the 

response 

 In 4% cases given. 

 In 96% cases not given. 
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III. Investigation follow up the victim 

S. NO. ISSUES OBSERVATION 

1.  
Were the victims kept informed 

about the status of the case? 

 In 60% cases victims were not 

informed. 

 In 40% cases victims were informed. 

2.  
Did the IO kept safety of a 

victim throughout the case. 

 In 60% cases did not kept safety. 

 In 40% cases kept safety. 

3.  
Did the IO informed victims, 

why the suspect was not arrest. 

 In 34% cases informed. 

 In 66% cases not informed. 

  

 

IV. Additional Information  

S. NO. ISSUES OBSERVATION 

1.  Did the specific information  

 In 30% cases required information was 

provided. 

 In 60% cases did not provide the 

information. 

2.  
Didn’t response the questionnaire 

based questions 

 In 60% cases responded. 

 In 40% cases did not respond. 

3.  Under Pressure 

 In 35% cases victims were not under 

pressure. 

 In 65% cases victims were under 

pressure. 

4.  Weak family background 

 In 58% cases had weak family 

background. 

 In 42% cases had good family 

background. 

5.  Unemployment 
 In 64% cases victims were unemployed. 

 In 36% cases victims were employed. 
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Section-II 

 It has been discussed in the previous chapter, which consists comparison, made 

between the five different developed countries include the existing guidelines used in 

India. 

 It has been thoroughly studied and reviewed to find out the loopholes in the existing 

guidelines which are followed in India, for the investigation of sexual assault cases in 

India. 

 

A.4.6. Investigative Protocols of Developed Countries 

It was observed that the information gathered vide Table No. B.3.1 reveals that 

1. USA (CALIFORNIA) 

 It was observed that the detailed procedural steps are following for the investigation 

of sexual abuse cases and some of the highlighted guidelines are as follows: 

 Call receiver’s response. 

 Response of an Initial Officer. 

 Preface of victim Interview. 

 Investigative policy 

 Initial response & evaluation of information. 

 Preliminary Investigative procedure. 

 Follow-up Interview Process. 

 Follow-up Investigation Procedure.  

 Deficient Victims Participation. 

 Responsibilities of an Administrator. 

 Interview and Interrogation Techniques. 

 

2. UNITED KINGDOM 

It was observed that protocol following initial investigation procedure. It consist 

specific guidelines are: 

 Introduction 
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 Using protocol 

 Definition 

 Documentation 

I. Preliminary Considerations 

 Recognize the risk concerned in documenting sexual abuse.  

 Documentation should be done by properly trained personnel. 

 Make sure about the victims and witnesses to take part in the investigation.  

 All the documents should be properly preserved.  

II. Take special safety measures while dealing with child victim. 

III.  Trainings to police officers 

IV. Evaluations 

 The alleged crimes, background and society; 

 Evaluate risks to the victims.  

V. Overall planning 

VI. Preliminary research towards sexual assaults 

(i) Research: 

 Type and extent of acts of sexual violence. 

 Officially reporting. 

 Understanding towards kind of sexual abuses. 

 The safety and security measures. 

 Different kind of sexual abuse. 

 Case investigation and prosecuted at the national and local levels. 

(ii) Risk assessments 

 Preliminary research framework 

 Political and safety conditions that has been under attack. 

 Records made for other illegal acts. 

 

 Preliminary research into the suspected perpetrators 

 Medical and psychosocial services received by victim. 

 Legal and economic facilities for victim/witnesses of sexual assault. 
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 Investigation procedure adopted for victim services at local, regional and national 

level. 

 Barriers for victims/witnesses services i.e. Safety, security and financial 

restrictions. 

 Probability evaluation Risk assessments. 

 Practitioners should ask themselves exacting. 

 Assessing risks to practitioners. 

 Assessing risks to information. 

(iii) Overall planning 

VII. Organizing information 

 Confidential information of each victim/witness interviewed.  

 Victim and witness safety and security measures.  

 Information of all the samples collected. 

 Reference information given by victim /witness.  

 Documentation of data from medical and police records.  

 Audio, video and photographic information related to the victim /witness.  

VIII. Identification of Victims and Witnesses 

 Direct identification. 

 Intermediately. 

IX. Interviewing  

 Settings. 

 Checklist. 

 Types of questions. 

 Techniques. 

 Recording interview. 

X. Storing information 

 Documentation and other physical evidence. 

 Digital information. 

XI. Storing medical legal/forensic information 

 Investigation procedure 
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 Evidence Workbook for documentation of Sexual assault investigators. 

 Interviewing  

 Collection of data from victim and witnesses. 

 Recommendation of facilities for victim/witnesses. 

 Maintain chain of custody of all the evidences. 

 Direction for recording the scene of crime by photography and sketching.  

 Regulations for the protection of victims/witnesses. 

 Medical Certificate sample. 

 

3. SPAIN 

The definite operating protocol steps followed other than preliminary or basic 

investigation procedure. 

Its standard operating protocols have the following procedures: 

 Procedures  

 Prisons 

 Policies 

 Documentation 

I. Definition:  

 Rape: 

 Sexual assault 

 Sexual Assault Response Team (SART): 

 

II. Aim: 

 Victimizes individuals such as mentally and physical ill. 

 Increase risk of infection such as Tuberculosis, AIDS, Hepatitis, and HIV. 

 More probability of offender to commit crimes while releasing.  

 Intensify racial stress because of interracial sexual abuses. 

 Mental and physical causes. 

 Enhances the chances of offender’s homicide and suicide. 

 Raise the chance of civil disobedience. 
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III. Organization Responsibilities Tasks 

IV. Process Division 

 Submission of report regarding the sexual assault of every month to the Operation 

Administrator. 

  Figure the number of sexual abuse and rape cases. 

  The numbers of incidents reported. 

 Administrator Operations for the Corrective action. 

 Development of session plans and training course for perpetrator education. 

V. Capability Management 

 Implementation of SOP. 

 Annual and refresher training of SOP. 

 Inspection for preservation and identification efforts. 

 Assessment of offender’s culture values and social activities.  

 Ascertain court procedures. 

 Startup of Sexual Assault Response Team (SART). 

 Counseling services by a counselor professionally trained person to communicate 

with victims. 

VI. Support and Training Department 

It includes the following: 

 Development of session plans for training. 

 Pre-service training to the staff. 

 Training and development of session plans for refresher. 

 Evaluation and Observation 

 Development of the methodology for reporting exit survey of offender. 

 Layout for data presentation 

VII. General requirements: 

It includes Offender Education, Detection and Prevention, Confidentiality, Reporting 

and Investigating Sexual Assault. 
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4. NEITHERLAND 

It was observed that protocol followed for the investigation of sexual assault. It 

follows some determined actions other than preliminary investigation and victim 

facilities, as follows: 

I. How to check sexual assaults 

• Legal, political and cultural information. 

• Collection of all the information on the consequences of sexual assault. 

• Documentation and follow-up individual allegations. 

• Identity the patterns. 

II. How to conduct fact-finding 

• Preparing for the investigation: Get the facts. 

• Going (or not) to the scene. 

• Identify main sources of information. 

• On the Crime scene: Break barriers. 

• Identify and collect material evidence. 

III. How to evaluate evidence 

• Consistency of primary source. 

• Stability of patterns. 

• Reliability of medical evidence. 

• Uniformity of the testimonies. 

• Evaluate the responsibilities of the government. 

• Evaluate the responsibility of the armed groups. 

IV. Annexures used in the investigation 

i. Medical and social importance of sexual assault. 

ii. Check-list for interviews of sexual assault victims. 

iii. Possible suggestions and actions. 

iv. International and regional legal measures. 

 

5. FRANCE 

It was scrutinized that the procedural steps possessing all the initial investigation 

procedure, victim support along with some special consideration as under: 
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I. Introduction. 

II. Definition of SGBV (sexual gender based violence). 

III. Principles. 

IV. Reporting referral and case information management. 

V. Reporting and referral. 

VI. Special procedures for child survivors. 

VII. Individual case management. 

VIII. Responsibilities for prevention and response. 

• Health and Medical Care. 

• Psychosocial Care. 

• Security and Safety Issues. 

• Legal and Justice Problems. 

 Police Investigation: Procedures & proceedings. 

 Counseling, advocates. 

 Special Procedures for Child Perpetrator. 

 National Legal Instruments related to SGB (Sexual gender based 

violence). 

 Livelihood. 

 Working with the community and Society for the prevention and response. 

IX. Planning 

X. Case management meetings 

XI. Working group meetings 

XII. National Level Meeting  

XIII. Check and Evaluation Mechanisms 
 

6. INDIA 

In India there is no specific operating protocol for the investigation of sexual assault 

cases. But there are some specific guidelines for such procedure to deal with sexual 

abuse cases by police personnel. Its aim to provide guidelines for the investigation of 

rape and sexual assault cases by standing order no 303 of 2009 which were passed by 

High Court of Delhi and Supreme Court. 
 

Police proceeding includes: 



109 
 

 Presence of lady police officer. 

 Preliminary enquire/ investigation and medical examination. 

 Recording of victim statement. 

 Periodical training to deal with sexual assault cases. 

 Special treatment of child survivor. 

 Medical examination. 

 Forensic examination. 

 Training to the officer. 
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CHAPTER-5 (A) 

A.5.0 CONCLUSION 

The first section of the research was to investigate the issues concomitant in proper 

investigation of sexual assault cases. To accomplish this, a survey was conducted on 

victims of assault in NCR region.  Various factors affecting the investigation of cases 

were recorded and a strategic questionnaire was formulated to extract the optimum 

information.  The victims of the crime were asked to provide a suitable response and the 

observations of the study are listed. 

Section-I 

The response in each category was studied and average was calculated. It constitutes 

following points dealing with the major problems of the victims of the sexual assault 

cases 

1. Initial Police Response 

2. Victim Interview 

3. Investigation Follow-Up 

4. Additional Information about the Case 

5. General Information about the Victims 

Initial Police Response 

 In the first category initial response of the police officer at the time of reporting 

the cases has been studied. Out of 150 cases, only in 10% of the cases police 

officers behave positively and the victims felt safe and comfortable. The study 

records that in 90% of the cases victims was afraid, feeling unsafe and 

uncomfortable while reporting the case. 

 Subsequently in the second category, it was revealed that only in 24% of the 

cases, timely medical examination was carried out. Victims reported to be 

examined within 72 hours of the sexual assault while 76% of the victims did not 

have any medical examination with an appropriate time frame due to various 
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procedural issues. Further it was also found that female police officers were not 

willing to discuss the issues with the victims due to the fear of assault. 

 In most of the cases, there were no victim advocates or counselors to provide 

healing touch to the victims and discuss the whole procedure of the case. In few 

cases (4%) victims were provided advocates or counselors leaving 96% cases 

without any personal support, advocate or counselor. 

 Another problem associated with assault cases is the judgement of behavior of the 

police towards victims. It was observed that 92% of the victim felt that police 

officer were more inclined in judging their behavior and character while only in 

8% of the cases victims were found in ease, safe and comfortable while the 

reporting the case. 

 In the majority of the cases (88%) police officers convinced or forced victims to 

not file the case instead they were advised to compromise with the offender while 

in 12% cases police officer responded attentively and investigated the case 

thoroughly. 

 The problem also arises owing to the fact that in most of the cases (75%), police 

officer did not brief the victims about issues and occasions they have to face in 

the course of investigation, so the victims were not prepared and felt that 

investigation process is not transpiring in a desired way. Only in 25% of the cases 

victims were briefed about the whole investigation procedure and further course 

of action. 

 In majority of the cases (86%) investigating officer did not provide their contact 

number to the victims. It was also observed that police officers dealing with the 

cases usually kept themselves free from the hurdles of the case with the logic 

“why to waste energy and time”, keeping in pre-conceived notions that the case is 

false. Only in 14% of the cases investigating officers gave their contact number to 

the victim for help as when required. 

Victim interview 

The second part of the questionnaire dealt with the information about the victim’s 

response towards sexual assault.  
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 It was recorded that in 85% of the cases no counselor interviews were held 

leaving only 15% of the cases where proper investigations were conducted. 

 There was no support person with the victim for help in 68% cases while support 

person were available in 32% of the cases which include victims family members, 

friends and relatives. With a support person victim feels safe. 

 It was observed that in 51% of the cases victim interviews were not held at 

comfortable place or location and the victim felt unsafe to provide easy response. 

Only in 49% of the case such interviews were held at comfortable places. It was 

further observed that most of the time victim interviews were not properly 

conducted by counselors and advocates and found them just recorded statement or 

making the brief summary of the cases. 

 In maximum number of the cases (96%) police officers did not perceived for 

victim’s safety and comfort as they held no empathy about the trauma faced by 

the victims while in 4% of the cases police officers showed interest in providing 

safety and comfort to the victim. There were 66% cases in which investigating 

officers did not provide or assured the victims for any help about how to precede 

the case while in 34% of the cases it was done. 

 In the critical situation of sexual assault, victims normally wanted to ask various 

questions for their satisfaction, about further course of action regarding the case. 

It was found that such information was not provided in 84% of the cases leaving 

only 16% cases, where the desired information was provided. 

 It was observed that in 89% of the cases victims were not aware of being 

interviewed and their statement being recorded, while in 11% cases they had 

doubts about the recording of statement or something recorded in such a way as to 

help the offender(s). In 90% of the cases victims when interviewed victims were 

not comfortable and questions were made continuously, only 10% of the cases 

where the proper process was followed. Investigating Officers were found to 

record incomplete information in 58% of the cases while only 42% cases were 

found with complete information. The incertitudeness of victim’s satisfaction 

about any query remains unanswered. 
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 In sexual assault cases perpetrator usually give threats to victims so that such 

issues are not raised. It was observed that Investigating Officers did not record the 

threats made to the victims in 65% cases, while in 35% cases IO asked about the 

safety, security or any threat made by the perpetrator. Investigating Officers were 

found to ask questions in a doubtful manner in 55% of the cases and in 45% cases 

it was little better. 

 It was concluded that in 96% of the cases victims were not ready to give any 

suggestions that how enforcement law can improve the response towards the 

crime. Believing that nothing will improve ever in these type of cases laws are 

amended relating to such crime while only in 4% of the cases victim responded by 

giving advice about proper investigation by police personnel. 

Investigation Follow-Up 

The third part of the questionnaire dealt with the follow-up of the cases. It was 

observed that in maximum numbers of the cases (60%), victims were not informed 

about the progress of the cases whereas only in 40% cases victims were informed 

time to time regarding the investigation and its progress. In such cases, it is important 

for victims to keep in a protective zone but in 70% of the cases Investigating Officer 

did not make efforts for the protection of the victims from the perpetrator or any other 

damage while only in 30% of the cases IO’s took steps for the safety of the victims. 

In majority of the cases (66%), IO did not informed the victims about the arrest of 

suspects, matter is considered as routine and even sometimes advised the victim for 

the withdrawal of the cases only in 34% of the cases offenders were arrested and IO 

informed about the status of the cases. 

Additional Information 

In this category other relevant information taken from the victims regarding the cases 

which help in the investigation process. In 70% of the cases, it was observed that 

suggestions made by the victims regarding safety and security issues, community 

help, family and relative support, long term procedures of the judicial proceedings, 

shelter and employment for the victims and behavior of the police personnel, were 
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helpful tools that are required to strengthen the channel of investigation while in 30% 

of the cases, victims were not stable to give any suggestions or comments due to long 

term trauma. They felt disappointed from the terms and procedure used in the 

investigation of sexual assault. It was further observed that in majority of the cases, 

i.e. 60% victims were not ready to give any response on the questionnaire based 

questions. Due to long term trauma they had a perception that everyone is making fun 

and they felt ashamed of being the victim of such crime. Victims did not wanted to 

trust anyone after an assault but in 40% cases victim responded to the questionnaire 

with a hope of betterment for them after it and helps to reduce their trauma. In 65% of 

the cases victims were found to be under pressure of their family members, relatives 

and friends because in maximum cases offenders were known to the victims, while in 

35% of the cases victims reported without bothering about anyone. It was further 

observed that in majority of the cases i.e. in 58% of the cases, victims belonged to 

poor family background and not having any financial and mental support from the 

families whereas in 42% cases victims belong to good families in which family 

members were supporting throughout the case. There are various factors which lead 

to sexual assault and out of that factor is unemployment 64% cases victims were 

unemployed while 36% females were employed. 

General Information 

This part of the questionnaire dealt with the age group of the victims, religion, 

relationship status, living status, relationship to the perpetrator and education 

status of the victims.  

 According to the study it was observed that the victims of sexual assault 

belonged to different age groups. Least number (2%) of the victims belonged 

to 1-5 years means at the age of early childhood, at this age children don’t 

know about the good and bad things happening around them actually it’s an 

age of playing with toys and having candies whereas 8% victims are 6-10 

years old that is the period of middle childhood. In this age children learn 

things from their surrounding with having sharp observation on the attractive 

things. 13% victims were from 11-15 years old i.e. the period when children 
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learn to nurture in the society while the majority of victims belonged to 16-20 

years that is period of adolescent in which biological changes occurs in the 

body while 20%  victims were of  21-25 years that is the period of adolescent 

to early adulthood. 15% were of 26-30 years that is period of middle 

adulthood where people learn or grasp things for their future and 7% were of 

31years and above that is the period of midlife at this age life is full of 

responsibilities. It is clear from the above that maximum numbers of the 

victims belongs to the age of early childhood to 30 years.  

 This crime never sees any religion. Victims who were interviewed belonged to 

every religion but it was observed that maximum numbers (60%) of victims 

belonged to Hindu community, Sikh 20%, Muslim 15% whereas minimum 

numbers of victims belonged to Christianity i.e.5%. The percentage of data 

has been analyzed on the basis of data taken for the study.  

 Another major factor of sexual assaults is the relationship status of the 

victims. It was observed that the majority of the victims were 

single/unmarried (60%) due to some or other reasons separated from family 

and their spouses (22%) and divorced (13%) while only 5% were married. It 

shows that the comparatively married women were or less assaulted. It means 

that the victim live with family are lest assaulted because of the family 

support and care. Further, it was observed that the living status of the victims 

is one of the important factors for such assault. 

 In most of the cases (46%) victims were living alone, 26% were living with 

their relative for the purpose of education and employment or because of any 

family issue, 18% were living with their roommate because of the modern 

culture and higher basic needs. Females used to prefer living with male 

partners without any information to their families. 7% were living with their 

spouses in nuclear families for an employment and didn’t have any backup 

support. Minimum numbers of the victims i.e. 3% were living with their 

families and have support from their families and relatives. 
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 It has been observed that in most of the cases victims were known to the 

perpetrators in some manner i.e. in this way a total of 5% ex-boyfriends, 16% 

friends, 10% family friends, 12% co-workers, 9% neighbors i.e. out of the 

total data, 52% victims were known to the offender in any manner while 48% 

perpetrators were strangers or unknown to the victims. Usually in sexual 

assault cases victim is familiar with offender afraid of being harmed. 

 

 Education is essential part in a person’s life which makes him/her able to 

aware with surroundings. It is also an important factor responsible for such 

assault. It was observed that 47% of the cases, victims were illiterate, not 

having awareness of the legal proceedings, 23% victims were matriculation 

passed, 20% were intermediate and only 10% victims were graduates or post 

graduates. The higher the education lowest the crime rate or vice- versa. This 

is because an educated person knows the things how to deal with such cases or 

what to do first in such situations. 
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 FINAL OUTCOME OF THE STUDY BASED ON QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

1. VICTIM’S PERSPECTIVE  

• Non-reporting of Victim response towards sexual assault and rape. 

• Lack of Safety and comfort of the victims. 

• Lack of good facilities for the convenience of the victim and also help in the 

investigation process. 

• Non-availability of trained advocate and the counselor for the victims. 

• Awareness of advertisements and camps in schools colleges and rural areas etc. 

• Weak economic condition. 

• Fear of perpetrator and social reputation. 

2. POLICE PERSPECTIVE  

• Lack of adequate knowledge about the law enforcement agencies and the 

various rehabilitations centers nearby. 

• Inadequate training programs for police personals. 

• Biased approach of police in favor of an offender. 

• Lack of proper response and Inadequate recording of evidences by the police. 

• Not keeping the sexual assault cases sensitive information confidential. 

• No thorough preliminary and follow-up investigation. 
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Section-II 

 The required procedural step has been highlighted from each protocol. 

 Compiled them accordingly based on step by step procedure and the desired 

requirements that are necessary for the victims of sexual assault. 

 The proposed protocol has been prepared on the basis of practices of investigation 

in sexual assault cases in developed nations and lacunae identified in present 

investigation procedure followed in India. 

 This protocol will helps in strengthening the channel of investigation, police 

personnel and the assisting victims of sexual assault. 
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Proposed Protocol for the Investigation of Sexual Assault cases in India 
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Proposed Protocol for Sexual Assault Investigations in India 

The objective of the protocol is to furnish police officers and detectors with guiding 

principle in recording sexual assault, assisting support to victims, providing health 

services, law enforcement services, and conduct interviews with victims, witnesses, and 

suspects. Such cases require special attention in documentation of initial response, 

investigation and prosecution for an effective and efficient trial of the case. 

I. OBJECTIVE  

A. Victim(s) 

B. Suspect(s) 

C. Witnesses 

II. DEFINITIONS  

Sexual Assault  

• A sexual assault is a sexual act committed without the consent. 

• Convictions of such cases are punishable by fine and imprisonment.  

• Assault comprises unwanted contact or touching.  

• Diffusion of the vulva, mouth, or anus by the penis or with a foreign object of another 

person without the consent, cause bodily injury or to humiliate and harass. 

Rape  

It occurs without the consent of an individual and constitutes a criminal act if it 

comprises:  

 Use of force or threat on victim. 

 Causing bruise or injury to the victim.  

 Victim could not legally give consent. 

 Victim remained harshly intoxicated. 

Victim  

For this protocol, victim refers to the person reporting who has been the victim of an 

offence. 

Victim Advocate  

This term has been used for the variety of service providers, counselors, social workers, 

and support persons present at prosecutor’s office. The initial response of advocates 
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depends upon the different levels of privacy and benefits as they first understand every 

member of response team and pass on to the victim. 

III. PROCEDURE 

In sexual assault cases it becomes very difficult for victims to participate in the 

investigation due to the trauma. The trauma is so tremendous that victims remain helpless 

to contribute in the investigation at various stages. This affects victims physically and 

mentally that enable them to describe incident in a descriptive form to the investigator. 

The investigating officer plays a major role for the victim’s readiness to participate in the 

investigation and capability to handle with the effects of the crime. Therefore, it is 

necessary that these cases can be handled fairly with transparency, sympathy, and 

concern in the favor of victim.  

1) Call receiver’s response  

When a caller reports a sexual assault, the communicating personnel must pursue a 

standard crisis answer that include evaluating the call, praise the victim for contacting 

police for safety, medical help and questioning about a suspects location for 

identification.  

2) Initial Officer’s Response  

i. Emergency Response- For an early response, officer’s shall 

a) Communicate with victim and offer to provide safety and emergency medical 

examination as per situation. 

b) Analyze scene of crime for evidences, witnesses, and suspects. 

c) Convey all necessary information to responding officers. 

d) Secure the scene of crime, for preventing manipulation or contamination of 

evidences. 

e) Record even minute observations from the scene of crime, which also includes 

the behavior of the suspect and victim, use of alcohol or any other intoxicating 

material, and to document the evidences like injuries, messy clothing etc. 

f) Conduct a preface victim interview. 

g) Check the suspect for previous history of assault convictions or other crime.  

h) Start the search for the suspect and corroboratory evidences. 
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ii. Supporting the Victim 

It is prime duty of police personnel’s to provide safety and medical help to 

victims. They should:   

a) Show concern and respect to the victims.  

b) Advise the victim for legal counselling.  

c) Assure the victim that female officer will be provided at the earliest.  

d) Provide an advocate or counselor to the victim. 

e) Allow the victim to select support person for the information about the crime. 

f) Offer victims with the resources, like contact information of  

 Primary Resource Center  

 Crime Victim’s Advocate  

 Counseling Services 

 Coordinators 

iii. Evidence Collection Issues 

All the possible evidences must be collected by Forensic expert, Investigating officers 

and medical examiners. This is mandatory for an efficient for the processing of the 

crime scene and better outcome of the case. 

iv.  Recognize the place, witnesses and suspects  

Based on the victim’s mental and physical state, investigating officer may interview 

witnesses and take statement that relates to the description of the case.  

v. Records or documentation 

An Investigating officer, who interviewed the witness or a suspect, collects and 

identifies evidences, or processes a scene of crime shall write a report detailing with 

all descriptive action taken at scene of crime. The reports shall be subsequently 

documented by the Investigating officer for the follow-up.  

vi. Assaults by Stranger and Non-stranger  

Investigating officers must be well versed with common hassles to the charges of 

sexual assault. In majority of the cases offender(s) is known to the victim in some 

manner. 
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a) Assault by Non-stranger  

In such cases, when assailant is not known to victim, a detailed enquiry regarding the 

following shall be made:  

1. Physical evidences on the body of the victim. 

2. Injury on genitals or other parts of body. 

3. Descriptive information about victim’s feelings during an act. 

4. Explanation concerning the suspect’s physique and power. 

5. Explanation concerning the place and situation in which the assault took place. 

6. Explanation concerning the victim’s manners after the assault. 

b) Assault by Stranger  

In stranger assault evidence required DNA profiling of the suspects. 

3) Preface Victim Interview  

In sexual assault investigations preliminary and consequent follow-up interviews of the 

victim is required. Initially the interview is conducted to determine whether the crime has 

occurred or not. In the primary response, the investigating officer shall collect the 

evidences from the scene of crime and categorize all witnesses and suspect(s). After 

preliminary interview final interview is required to be conducted for the complete detail.  

i. Victim Advocate  

The investigating officers is required to call victim advocate at the earliest then 

introduced to the victim so that victims can make a decision if they want the advocates 

during the interview as well as throughout the investigative process.  

ii. Victim Interview Protocol 

a) Victim interview is one of the most important part of the investigation that depend 

on the state of mind of victims due to various stages of trauma during assault and 

reporting of the case. 

b) The victim’s statement of assault shall not be used anywhere to evaluate 

reliability. When victim is under effects of drugs or alcohol, she may not be able 

her to give detailed information about the crime. 
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c) First round of interviews shall be conducted on time. 

Officers shall:  

 Stay calm and listen to the victim carefully. 

 Advise the victim for reporting to the police. 

 Remember that victims may suffer from the past trauma. 

 Use suitable words according to the victim’s age and condition. 

 If the victim wants support person to be present, allow the support person but 

advise them not to interrupt during the interview. 

 Support victims at every point whenever help is required. 

 Protect the place of interview. 

 Take contact number of the victim, including temporary residence place. 

 Describe the type of the preliminary interview as to brief about further 

investigation. 

 Explain the victim about the complete processing of the case and major steps to 

take forward to further move on in the life without any hesitation. 

 At the conclusion of the interview, an advocate or  a counselor  shall: 

• Provide IO contact number. 

• Support the victim to keep in contact with the officer with any additional 

information. 

• Advice victim for later visible evidences of injury and to contact the 

officer for photographs or other records.  

• Recall the victim after 24 hours for additional information. 

• Give details regarding any queries of the case, contact number, procedures 

and resources required for victim protection. 

• Make available transportation when required. 

• Brief about next steps in the investigation  

iii. Protecting the Victim’s Rights 

During the investigation of the case an investigating officer shall maintain the level 

of confidentiality to the maximum extent. 
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Victim should be provided the information regarding the rights of victim, how to 

report first at nearby police station, about the media coverage information and 

about the criminal processing. 

4) Investigative Policy: 

Prior to the interview process, the investigator shall build up an investigation plan 

based according to the type of assault. This plan will provide step by step procedure 

or guidelines about how to deal with the case for best possible results.  

Initial response and assessment of information 

a) Primary Reporting of an Offense – Receiving the initial report of an offense. 

(Who, What, Where, When, How, and Why) 

 Risk to the victim's physical and mental comfort. 

 Priority of the response. 

Coordination of response with other pertinent agencies. 

b) Police Response 

 Risk to the victim(s). 

 Assessment of the victim(s) by suspect. 

 Provide the required medical service. 

 Avoid destruction of evidences. 

 Known /unknown suspect(s). 

c) Investigating Officer 

Firstly officer shall look for the victim’s safety issues and other requirement. After 

that officers take interviews for assessing the crime with the following individuals: 

 Reporting person 

 Victim(s) and Suspect(s) 

 All witnesses 

Preliminary Investigative Procedures 

a) Primary Information 

The information should be collected to investigate the allegation: 

 Nature, degree, figure and arrange criminal activities during an act. 

 Recognition of all persons to the maximum extent. 
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 Report of the suspect(s) location. 

 A summary of the crime scene(s). 

b) Evidence 

All evidence should be documented, collected, and properly preserved. It include 

 Photographs/videos of the victim(s), suspect(s) and crime scene. 

 Medical/legal examination, sexual assault evidence kit and urine sample. 

 All articles of clothing from the victim(s) and the suspect(s). 

 Biological evidences collected at scene, which must be air dried &frozen. 

 Bedding or other objects relevant to the crime(s). 

 All dispatch tapes or records regarding the incident. 

c) Notification to the Victim on Investigative Procedures 

 Interviews. 

 Forensic medical examinations. 

 Follow-up investigation procedures. 

 Judicial process. 

 Victim/witness program. 

 Advisement of victim's rights regarding non-law enforcement interviews. 

 Confidentiality of the incident. 

d) Suspect Identification 

e) Suspect Interrogation 

 When the suspect(s) should be informed about the investigation? 

 When the suspect(s) interview should be done? 

 Who should do the interview of the suspect(s)? 

 Location of the interview. 

 Properly use of audio/video recording.  

f) Compulsory Notifications for Juvenile Victim. 

g) Documentation 

 Statements from related parties. 

 Observations. 

 Physical evidences. 
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 Actions taken by investigating officer and others. 

h) Personal Judgment: It should not contain any personal views. 

i) Impact of Investigation 

Investigating Officer should be aware about the procedural steps used for the primary 

investigation, bind up with the police report. 

j) Victim-Witness Program 

5) Follow-Up Interview Procedure: 

Preceding to a follow-up, the IO first collect all the information  to review the reports 

and coordinate with all the service providers, rehabilitation centers, relevant agencies 

and the other organization to collect all best possible information about the case 

which help in the investigation process. 

a) A detailed follow-up interview shall be conducted so that no information 

regarding the case is left covered. 

b) If the victim is under the influence of drugs or alcohol or injured severely than the 

interview shall be delayed.  

c) Before the interview of any witness who caught with the victim before, during, or 

after the assault should be interviewed.  

d) The location of the interview shall be suitable, nearby, relaxed for the victim and 

also having the facility of transportation as when needed.   

e) At the beginning of the follow-up interview, the officer shall:  

 Explain the reason and scope of the interview. 

 Update contact numbers of the victim and investigator. 

 Explain the victim’s rights. 

 Describe the requirement for recording the interview as per the request from 

the victim.  

 Explanation about the status of the case and arrest decision of the offender.  

f) During the follow-up interview, the investigator shall: 

 First agree the victim, to illustrate what occurred without disruption? 

 Record the victim response towards the assault, condition of the victim, types 

of relationship with the offender and the statement made by perpetrator.    

g) When the investigation is completed, the investigating officer shall:  
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 Assess all the possible evidences  

 Submit evidences to the Forensic laboratory for the analysis. 

 Put the complete case file including forensic results to the prosecuting 

attorney for review and to develop the case. 

 Praise the victim’s for regular support in the investigation. 

6) Follow-up of Investigation Steps 

a) Scope and method of the investigation 

 Verification of the fundamentals of the crime. 

 Interviews. 

 Purpose of investigative main concern. 

 Requirements for keeping case information confidential. 

 Requirement for case privacy. 

 Condition of the victim. 

 Detection of all announcements of crime laboratories personnel. 

 Purpose of the evidences. 

 Follow-up medical examination. 

 Follow-up crime scene investigation. 

b) Checking  Records 

 Criminal history. 

 Reporting of data. 

 Outside agency files and resources. 

c) Investigative Leads 

Use of following resources: 

 Use of telecommunications. 

 Mode of operation files. 

 Compound drawings. 

 Photographic line-ups. 

 Suspect profile. 

 Field interview. 

 Computerized tracking of crime patterns. 
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 Media. 

d) Supplementary Victim Interviews 

 Take information which the victim was forgot during the time of reporting. 

 Clarify any inconsistencies in the report(s). 

 Injuries should be documented by photography or videography. 

 Try to find out the best possible evidences. 

 Confirm information on victim resources. 

 Explain the crime scene. 

 Illustrate marks, scars, and tattoos on suspect. 

 Identification, collection and documentation. 

e) Validation 

        Information should be gathered through: 

 Medical examination. 

 Witness statements including (victim, family member, best, friend, and neighbor). 

 Physical evidence. 

 Statements made by suspect. 

 Modus Operandi. 

 Searches. 

f) Search Warrants 

 Drugs. 

 Indicators of sexual abnormal behavior. 

 Biological evidences. 

 Physical evidences. 

 Telecommunication records. 

 Dental impressions 

g) Warrantless Searches 

 Permission 

 Trial 

 Parole 

 Exigent circumstances/emergency 
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h) Background Investigation 

 Preceding residences. 

 Relationships status. 

 Approach with other agencies. 

 Arresting offender and crime reports. 

 Get medical records. 

i) Forensic Evidence 

Should be collected and analyzed 

 From the Sexual Assault Evidence Kit. 

 Body fluids are analyzed through serology, DNA, Combined DNA Index System 

(CODIS). 

 Obtaining reference samples from the victim(s) and suspect(s). 

 Fingerprints. 

 Follow-up on medical-legal examination. 

 Requesting necessary medical release forms for medical records of victim. 

j) Suspect Interview 

 Organizational interview. 

 Deliberation of legal issues. 

 Attain declaration using suitable interview techniques. 

 Analyze and investigate all the information. 

k) Arrest Of Suspect 

 Forthcoming risk to the victim. 

 Type of the offense. 

 Damage of evidence. 

l) Case Organization 

 Expansion of a plan for maintaining and documenting.  

 Protection of statements. 

 Nature of the suspect, parole officer and probation etc. 

 Synchronization and discussion about the case.  

 Require for confidentiality about the case. 
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 Information about the status of the case to the all relevant parties.  

 Long term management of case. 

m) Case Summary 

 A brief summary of points of the investigation. 

 Relationship of the personnel involved in the offense. 

 Graphs for the representation of type and number of offenses involved. 

 Photographic and sketching of the case for court room presentation. 

 Time line. 

 Victim/Witness list. 

 Graphs representing relationship of evidence.  

 Graphs representing similarities of victim characteristics. 

n) Briefing the Victim for Court 

 Call victim or any other person to the prosecuting legal representative’s office 

prior to the hearing. 

 Describe what the victim will be required to do in court. 

 Permit the victim to visit the courtroom. 

 Praise the victim/witness to "tell the truth" 

Regular Contact with the Victim 

• To maintain communication with the victim till the decision of the judicial 

processing. The victim should inform about the status of the investigation.  

7) Deficient Victim’s Participation 

Lacking of the victim’s participation depends upon the amount of the trauma she has 

suffered.  IO and the advocate or the other members should respect the victim’s inability 

to be involved in investigation procedures and the judicial proceedings. Allow the victims 

for later response required for the investigation. 

8) Responsibilities of the Administrator 

Initially the supervisors shall reveal a detailed explanation of victim issues with the 

appropriate response.  
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An officer shall: 

 Respond to assist officers investigating sexual assault or sexual intercourse 

without consent reports. 

 Exhibit sensitivity to victims and ensure that victims are dealt with properly by 

clarifying their expectations from the duty officers. 

 Develop and encourage community partnerships to reduce the risk of sexual 

assaults and sexual intercourse without consent assaults. 

 Organize training to improve the ability required for the proper investigation of 

sexual assault cases. 

 Job to increase efficiency between law enforcement and prosecutors. 

 Include victim services issues. 

 Guide and convey officers for problems in investigation. 

 Identify officers for description of victim services. 

 

9) Interview and Examination techniques 

Aim of the Interview 

 To find out the fact of allegations of the sexual assault. 

 Law Enforcement Responsibilities. 

 Investigation, interviews and law enforcement procedures. 

 Interview and Investigation Concern. 

The responding officer should consider the following: 

 Sketch and organize the interview. 

 Establish the operative level of the victim, suspect and witness. 

 Establish the different relationships in the case. 

 Describe the survival of evidence. 

 Keep confidential all the things. 

 Organize all the  interviews separately 
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Interviews 

a) Victim Interview 

Minimizing the number of Victim Interviews. 

Some methods to consider: 

 Prior to the interview discussion with expert law enforcement. 

 Conduction of thorough interview and then documented. 

 Consultations with the prosecuting attorney. 

b) Suspect Interview: 

It is important to assess the entire crime scene based on their statement and the response 

towards the assault. It shall be done either a non-custodial, or a custodial interview. 

c) Victim Sensitivity 

 Factors to consider include: 

 Explain the victim's maturity level. 

 Describe relationship between the victim and assailant. 

 Interview setting. 

 Support person during interview. 

 Use of interview. 

 Awareness for the offense, or protecting the perpetrator. 

 Awareness of cultural differences. 

 Awareness about the emotional and behavioral responses at the time of interview. 

 All articles from the victim(s) and suspect(s) clothing. 

 Biological evidences must be air dried & frozen. 

 Bedding and other related evidences. 

 Maintain the records of the case. 

d) Victim Interrogation Procedures 

 Interviews. 

 Medical examinations. 

 Follow-up investigation procedures.  

 Judicial processing. 

 Advisement of victim's rights.  
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10) Final outcome or the basic requirements to enhance the investigation of sexual 

assault cases 

a) Facility Management: 

 Development of the Standard Operating Protocol. 

 Proper training for handling SOP. 

 Monitoring recognition and prevention efforts. 

 Monitoring offender cultures (race, group activity and drug trafficking). 

 Establishing count procedures. 

 Establishing a Sexual Assault Response Team (SART). 

 Ensuring about the counselor should be trained to deal with rape cases. 

b) Support Division: Training 

This division is responsible for the followings: 

 Build up session plans for pre-service training. 

 Training staff during pre-service training. 

 Build up session plan for refresher training. 

c) Assessment and observance 

 Development of methodology for data reporting, monthly report and perpetrator 

exit surveys. 

 Formatting the data for presentation. 

 Management analysis meeting. 

d) Basic requirements 

 Education for victims, offender and the staff members. 

 Detection and prevention. 

 Dressing sense according to the gender. 

 Maintain confidentiality. 

 Reporting and investigating sexual assault cases. 

 Medical examination. 

 Sexual Assault Response Team. 

 Sexual activity. 

 Control over Vulnerable diseases. 
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 False allegation. 

 Victim services. 

 Data collection and analysis. 

e) Prevention and response  

 Health and Medical. 

 Psychosocial. 

 Security and safety. 

 Legal processing. 

 Police Investigation. 

 Counseling. 

 Special procedure for child victim. 

 Responsibility of the community. 

f) Conduction of fact-findings 

 Preparation for the investigation. 

 Visit the crime scene. 

 Identification of all the sources of information. 

 Breakdown all the barriers at the scene of crime. 

 Identification and collection of all the evidences. 

g) Assessment of the evidences 

 Reliability of the initial source. 

 Stability with patterns. 

 Consistency of medical evidences. 

h) Reliability of testimonies 

i) Reporting Protocol without the physical presence 

In this protocol victims not need to come forward to the police officers, advocates or 

the counselors. It would be done through telephonic communication or vial electronic 

communication with the consent report. 

1. To have a better understanding, sympathy, and respect for the victim’s to establish 

trust. 

2. To make assure the victims that female officer will be provided.  
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3. To support in the investigative process.  

4. Brief the victim how to approach outside the law enforcement agencies. 

5. Priority should be given to the victims choice 

6. All the documents and the other information about the victims should keep 

confidential. 
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CHAPTER-1 (B) 

B.1.0. INTRODUCTION 

Sexual violence is a mammoth issue which has victimized females worldwide regardless of age, 

culture, religion, or background. In this era of modernization we are on pace of developing 

technologies to comfort our lives but living conditions for women’s are  getting worse day by 

day. They are still grapple for their admissible rights. The statistics of Indian National Crime 

Record Bureau, NCRB (2016), stated that 38, 9471 cases of rape were reported. There is a great 

need to assess and repair the lacunae’s of the investigation so that no perpetrator gets advantage 

of incertitude and go unpunished. 

Sexual violence is a physical, mental and psychological violation in the form of a 

sexual venture on females without their legal consent. This problem is increasing 

subsequently throughout the world. According to one of the research of World Health 

Organization (WHO), it is stated that 35% of females worldwide have experienced 

sexual abuse in their lifespan in any form and in maximum number; the assault has been 

done by their intimate partners. The various significant aspects related with these kind of 

assault such as lower level of education, previous history, use of alcohol, multiple 

partners, women unemployment, marital discord, gender inequality etc. For this women 

have to pay huge social and economic cost in form of rejection by society and family, 

lack of participation in regular activities, mental and physical trauma and non-acceptance 

of their children (Violence against women, 2017). 

Maximum number of cases remains unreported irrespective of the age group, 

religion, cultural background or status. Underreporting of such cases depends upon the 

various factors like family pressure, fear of perpetrator, reputation of women in the 

society. Once the case has been reported another problem in line is the proper 

investigation of such crimes. There should be proper channel of investigation of such 

heinous crime. In India, training of police personnel’s on collection, packaging and 

preservation of evidences is sub-standard. All the evidences are kept in MALKHANA 

(place in police station where all the evidences keep before submission to the 
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laboratories) where there are no facilities of preservation of evidences due to which 

samples get degraded and result in incomplete or no outcome. Maximum time has been 

taken by the police personnel’s in paper work and the other formalities prior to 

submission to the laboratories. 

 These, cases can be adequately indicted paying some respect to the way that the 

examination reveals the confirmation that isn't open from any of the three sources for 

example the victim, perpetrator and the crime scene. The essential goal of the cross 

examination of sexual violence is to acquire exact data about the case. During cross 

examination endeavors ought to be made, to ensure that victim are treated with appraise 

and professionalism. Deferred revealing is an essential issue and requires the 

extraordinary analytical techniques. In postponed reports, significant evidence may at 

present be recovered from the crime scene. In such limited conditions the police research 

yet trouble and inadequacy of confirmations and evidential source make injured 

individual free the case (Ashcroft, et. al., 2003). 

B.1.1. Factors responsible for Improper Sexual Assault Investigation 

Several factors are responsible for the improper investigation of such cases like delay in 

reporting, improper investigation by police personnel, sample handling and examination. 

In acute sexual assault cases medical examination is the first and foremost part in 

investigation. In order to collect the desired evidences from the scene of crime, examiner 

performing medical examination of the victim and the officer collecting evidences must 

have proper training in collecting and handling evidences (Buttler, 2005). Likewise, the 

results and observation is associated with evidence and also receive thorough analysis, as 

there are many factors that may affect the quality and the quantity of the sample (Acosta, 

2002), (Hochmeister & Ferrel, 1999). 

Due to the great significance DNA examination is desirable proof of 

authentication used in the court for the victim justification (Poly & Van, 2006). The 

appropriate collection methodology used for choosing, packaging, labeling preservation 

and transportation of biological evidences to the laboratory are the elemental steps expect 

to obtain reliable results (Lee & Ladd, 2001).  Mishandling or error while performing 
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these procedures results in contamination and loss of evidences (Benecke, 2004). 

Evidence in such can be found on the body of victim, their clothing and bedding or at the 

crime scene (Connery, 2013). 

B.1.2. Types of evidences collected from the scene of crime 

Varied evidences are collected from scene of crime. They are listed as follows: 

a) Direct evidences: These evidences include the eyewitness or victim statement but 

accuracy and truth of the case may be revealed by other types of evidences such as 

DNA Typing. 

b) Indirect evidence: It involves recognition and matching with a control sample 

collected from the victim, accused, suspect, and the scene of crime or from the 

database. The main objective of these evidences is to lift carefully to keep away the 

chances of ruination avoid the chances of destruction, contamination, or the 

deprivation of any evidence. It sectioned into two category: 

i. Physical evidence: The evidences which are of non-biological genesis, 

such as finger and footprints, shoe and tire prints, glass, dirt, fibers, 

paint, soil, explosives, etc. (Newton, 2013). 

ii. Biological evidence: It includes evidences from a biological genesis, 

generally from the victim or an offender r e.g., semen swab, vaginal 

swab, fluid from oral cavity, sweat and other fluids of body etc. 

(Sullivan, et. al., 2004). 

 

The collection and preservation of biological sample for DNA examination is useful in 

sexual assault to create the occasion of sexual touch and identification of 

suspect. Evidences are preserved to avoid its destruction, contamination and loss. 

Victim should refrain from certain activities which can destroy the evidences 

until the medical examination is done for e.g. taking shower, teeth brushing, cleaning or 

cutting nails, combing hair, urinating, vomit eat, drink, chew, or smoke, touch the crime 

scene (Benshop, et. al., 2010), (Magalhaes, et. al., 2015). 
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Likewise in order to avert DNA deterioration, the examiner must accurately pick the type 

of samples desired for collection and confirm full drying of the sample before wrapping 

(Butler, 2012). 

Biological samples easily get contaminated due to the environmental condition and 

mishandling of the samples. In DNA analysis, one of the considerable laboratory 

obstacles is the spoliation of biological samples from other sources. It may occur during 

the assault and depend upon time of crime (Tandon, et. al., 2013). 

B.1.3. Special precautions for prevention of contamination 

In order to refrain contamination, analyst should take special provision for prevention 

(Andrest, 2011). For which the following measurements must be taken: (Loeve, et. al., 

2013) 

 Work under aseptic conditions ; 

 Use of disposable items for an individual protection; 

  Keep away from direct contact with the evidences; 

 Make sure that the medical examination place is should be properly cleaned 

before and after the patient use; 

 Avoid wheezing, hacking, or talking while handling the samples; 

 drinking, eating, and smoking when handling samples are prohibited; 

 Separately storage of samples must be done; 

 During the collections of evidences gloves should be changed; 

 The swabs of cotton-tipped should not to be touched. 

In the cases of sexual assault or rape cases, the samples collected are of very less 

quantity. Therefore, two questions must be analyzed: the total number of swabs 

collected. Collect more than one swab of each evidence due to its concentration, 

destruction and contamination (Hochmeister & Ferrel, 1999). The analyst should validate 

the selected method in the report of medical examination and assess the following 

designs in the result making process: 

 Conduction of independent analysis. 

 Collection of all biological evidence from the scene of crime.  
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 For the collection of liquid sample, plastic pipettes may be useful, in this case. 

For the comparative analysis of DNA, reference sample should be collected from suspect 

and the victim and marked properly so that no confusion is left any more. A sample is 

collected from oral cavity by using swab (Burg, et. al., 2011).  

Ideally, sample from blood and hair may be collected as a control sample when 

genital- oral contact is suspected because sample from oral swab might be spoiled with 

an assailants DNA. The sample of blood is collected by using venipuncture tube. The 

collection of blood sample is not advisable in case of blood transfusion and bone marrow 

transplantation whereas hair and oral sample is collected in such cases. Minimum 7 hairs 

should be picked out with their roots where the concentration of DNA is found to be 

high. 

In the maximum number of samples, microscope should not be used for the observation 

of spermatozoa from smear of semen mentioned in the report of medical examination. 

The significant aspects explain their worthlessness: 

i.  The motility of semen is affected by various factors and the estimation of time of 

assault does not given by the analyst by their results. 

ii. The smear of the semen has become less effective as a proof because of the 

majority of the individuals vasectomized. 

iii. DNA examination will be done by the analyst after smear observation.  

iv. DNA proof may get squandered by setting up a smear (Hochmeister & Ferrel, 

1999). 

DNA analysis from biological samples is important in sexual abuse cases to create a link 

between the scene of crime and the suspect. Throughout the medical analysis, the 

detection of semen on a pre pubertal child's body, clothing’s etc. and used in the court of 

law as an evidential (Burg & Khan, 2011), (Khaldi, et. al., 2004).  

The forensic examiner subsequently needs to consider that - Semen sample is hardly 

found after 6 to 24 hours, and 72 hours is an assault cases in the oral cavity, vaginal 

cavity and anorectal area respectively (Lavelle, 2005), (Benschop, et. al., 2009). In the 

vaginal secretions, after 6 to 12 hours spermatozoa may remain motile while in the cervix 

for 5days in case of post pubertal females (Gould,et. al., 1984). After ejaculation, from 

12 to 48 hours vaginal secretions on semen stain the presence of non-motile spermatozoa 
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may be there (Lavelle, 2005). Due to lack of cervical mucus the lifespan of semen is 

relatively shorter in pre-pubertal females (Anderst, 2011). The detection of semen is 

stable in the dried stain may also be found after 1 year.  

B.1.4. Detection and documentation of the presence of semen 

1) The nature of situation carries out: evidence collection, preservation and analysis. 

2) The time of sexual assault and collection of samples (Kellogg, 2005). 

3) The information about the victim’s age and other activities after an assault like 

eating, bathing, urinating etc. 

The examination of spermatozoa on stains by microscope helps in an interpretation for 

the presence of spermatozoa and the time of assault is calculated by the motile 

spermatozoa. Though, recognition of an assailant is not possible by using these 

techniques. When an assailant is azoospermia or vasectomized then it’s very difficult to 

examine the availability of spermatozoa (Khaldi, et. al., 2004). For the examination of 

seminal fluid Florence Iodine (FI) test has been done under ocular microscope to detect 

the presence of choline and thus adding iodine based reagent, as a result, brown-choline 

per iodide crystals are obtained and also analyzed the antigen specific to prostate is more 

reliable than  FI test for the detection of semen (Harding, et. al., 2013). 

a. Acid phosphatase (AP): The prostatic enzyme present in semen hence not required in 

detecting the presence of spermatozoa. It is used to determine the AP level in post 

pubertal girls’ vagina or cervix is approximately 24 hours to 72 hours after 

ejaculation (Khaldi, et. al., 2004). 

AP levels are more prominent for short duration: 

 In Oral cavity: 6 hours and  

 In Rectum: less than 24 hours (O'Donohue & Geer, 1992).  

The presence of prominent level of AP is a result of current sexual assault. In urine 

and vaginal fluid of post pubertal females, level of isoenzyme becomes low after 

ejaculation (Lavelle, 2005). A Brentamine Fast Blue technique used to calculate AP 

(Lewis, et. al., 2013) 

b. Prostate-specific antigen (PSA): In non-prostatic fluids, APA has low concentration 

due to significant results comes out (Graves, et. al., 1985). In post pubertal girls' 
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vagina. It may be present up to 48hours and also considered as most reliable method 

for the detection of semen. 

Other significant factors should be examined are as follows: 

a. Fluid from Oral cavity: It is considered to be most common biological evidences 

collected in cases of sexual assault cases analyzed by the Phadebas test that detects α-

amylase activity. Commonly α-amylase is present in body fluids other than saliva and 

helps in transferring  epithelial cells from buccal mucosa that contains DNA (Kenna, 

et. al., 2011), (Anzai, et. al., 2005). It is very useful since the perpetrator usually 

kisses, licks, or bites the victim during the assault. 

In some studies it has been suggested that up to 1 hour of the assault, detection of 

DNA is possible from the oral cavity of the victim but collection of sample 

immediately after assault is not possible. It is advised to collect the sample as soon as 

possible after an assault for the victims’ safety, care and hygiene because very less 

amount of DNA is present in oral cavity without any obliteration and loss of 

evidences (Kamodyová, et. al., 2013). 

Hairs: At the time of sexual assault, hairs from head/ pubis or epithelial cells may be 

transferred from victim to an assailant or vice-versa and should be collected with 

extreme care because of minimal amount of DNA present (Johnson, et. al., 2012). It 

has been considered that pubic hairs are exchanged during intercourse (Cook & 

Dixion, 2007). 

b. The fingernail is another source of evidences from which detection of DNA is 

possible where hyponychium is collected and made available for constructive 

evidential source that helps in investigation.  At the time of a sexual assault valuable 

evidences may be collected from nail scrapings of both the victim as well from an 

assailant for e.g. hairs, fibers, traces of skin (Bruin, et. al., 2012). Beyond 6 hours of 

an assault, the determination of unknown DNA is not possible (Wiegand & 

Brinkmann, 1993). 
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B.1.5. Protection of Evidences 

Evidence preservation aims to elude its damage, contamination, or negative results. 

1. Obliteration 

To avoid the alteration of biological evidences, an expert should advise victim or any 

other reporting person about the procedures that the victim should avoid until medical 

examination (Hochmeister & Ferrel, 1999). : 

a. Don’t take bath or wash the part of body. 

b. Don’t brushing. 

c. Don’t clean and cut the nails. 

d. Don’t comb and cut the hair. 

e. Don’t urinate, defecate. 

f. Don’t eat and drink. 

g. Don’t participate in any type of sport activities.  

h. Don’t wash and change clothing worn during an assault. 

i. Don’t destroy and change sanitary pads. 

j. Don’t touch the scene of crime. 

Similarly to avoid the degradation of DNA, it is advisable that examiner must selectively 

collect and preserve all the evidences from the scene of crime depending upon the type of 

evidences collection and storage of evidences like use of paper bags, tubes for fluid and 

confirm complete drying before packaging to avoid contamination and the degradation of 

the samples (Lee & Ladd, 2001).  

2. Contamination of Evidence 

The contaminations of biological evidences become one of the major obstacles to the 

laboratories. It might occur during the sexual intercourse or a contact and when there is 

more than one assailant (Balding & Buckleton, 2009), (Sullivan, et. al., 2004). For the 

prevention of cross-contamination among the evidences an examiner should take safety 

measures. For this reason, it is significant: 

a. To maintain the aseptic conditions at work place. 

b. To use disposables for an individual protection like mask, gowns etc.  
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c. to confirm that the room is cleaned before and after patient use where medical 

examination  takes place; 

d. To take precautions of talking over the evidences, coughing and sneezing. 

e. To avoid drinking, eating, and smoking while collection and handling samples. 

f. To collect and packaging of samples separately. 

g. To avoid contamination keep changing gloves during the collection of each item 

(Anderst, 2011). 

3. Loss of Evidences 

In delayed reporting, very less amount of evidences may be collected from the crime 

scene, victims and an assailant because of the presence of number of stains. It has been 

observed that one swab per evidence is sufficient, but some of the examiners advised to 

collect more than one swab for every evidence (Jenny, 2000). The report of forensic 

medical examination must validate the selected procedure and reflect on subsequent aim 

required while resulting to the following:  

(1) Carrying out of separate analysis;  

(2) Collection of all the possible evidences and  

(3) Utilization of resources for the collection of evidences.  

Hence, it is essential to emphasize how each technique meets the underneath goals 

(Magalhaes, et. al., 2015): 

a. The technique of collecting one swab does not give assurance that the evidence is 

collected for laboratory examination and may be required when quantity of 

sample present is low. 

b. The technique of two swabs is the relevant as the first being wet and another 

being a dry swab. Its purpose is to collect the sufficient quantity of the sample. 

Although this technique some limitations (Sweet, et. al., 1997), (Bruin, et. al., 

2012). 

h. In the maximum numbers of cases, medical examination report should contain 

smear of semen under microscope for the observation of spermatozoa, generally it 

has not been done except in particular situations. The below mention reasons 

validate their ineffectiveness (Hochmeister & Ferrel, 1999): 
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i. Various factors affect the examination, motility of the semen and its 

observation by the examiner does not give an accurate evaluation. 

ii. The growing number of vasectomized individuals’ causes less efficient 

screening test to establish sexual contact in semen. 

iii. After the confirmation for the presence of spermatozoa, DNA examination 

will be done.  

4. Management of Evidence 

It includes all the procedural sequence of evidence selection, collection, preservation, 

packing, storage, sealing, labeling, storage and transportation, and receiving in the 

laboratory, maintains the chain of custody. 

B.1.6. Evidence and the Collection of Control Sample 

The tipped cotton swabs are used for the collection of biological samples. Though, all 

evidence must be collected earlier. In majority of the cases evidences cannot be collected 

later. In a broken chain of custody evidences will be compromised (Butler, 2012).  

The collection of evidences depends upon the type of samples. For DNA analysis from 

the semen and other fluids are collected during appropriate swabs. The Polymerase chain 

reaction (PCR) amplification is affected by as indigo dye present in denim and helps in 

DNA analysis (Verdon, et. al., 2013), (Broemeling, et. al., 2008). 

B.1.7. Swab Techniques 

There are different types of swabs are available depending upon their shape and size. A 

synthetic swab is well-organized and helps in the extraction of cells and collection is 

done by rubbing it for 15 seconds in a circular motion. The collection procedure depends 

upon the type of surface discussed below: 

a. Dry surfaces:  

 Few drops of distilled water are used to moisten a “damp swab.” 

 Phosphate buffered saline (PBS) is used to prevents cell shriveling due to the 

process of osmosis. Hence, vaginal epithelial cells or visualization of 

spermatozoa from swabs is more liable to be profitable.  

b. Collection of evidences from nails; small and thin-tip swab must be used.  
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CHAPTER-2 (B) 

B.2.0. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

India is one of the biggest democratic countries and the responsibility resting on 

shoulders of police in such a situation is indispensable. Despite varied efforts for 

prohibition of sexual assault, the number of cases reported is increasing substantially. 

Stern legal initiatives have been adopted to curb this but results did not meet up to 

expectations. There is urge to revive the procedure adopted in investigation of crime to 

ensure justice to the sufferer of crime. 

B.2.1.Objective of the interrogation of sexual abuse 

The chief objective in any investigation is to extract optimum information about the 

incidence, which can aid in legal process and help victim in getting justice. During 

investigation, efforts should be made to pacify the sufferer and assure her justice. In 

cases where complaints are not made on time special interrogative methods are required. 

In deferred reporting police personnel’s investigate the case in restrained conditions and 

majority of the evidences are lost. In such a situation cooperation and insufficiency of 

different evidences and evidential source make victim loose the case (William, 1988). 

Medical examination of the victim and the assailant comprises of chief factor influencing 

the analysis. It is highly invaluable especially in cases when there are no other evidences. 

Lack of confirmation from biological evidences may lead to fallacy of the case and may 

result her loose the case in court of law (Lakew, 2001), (Hazelwood & Burgess, 2001).  

B.2.2. Delay in Forensic Examination 

Evidences of biological origin having forensic importance are mainly found in such 

cases. The sexual assault cases are differentiated by timely reporting and conviction rate. 

The only measure to confirm the occurrence of case of abuse is to recognize an offender. 

Stringent allowance should be taken to prevent the sample from contamination and 

degradation, deprivation and loss of biological evidences such as selection, collection, 

preservation, transportation etc.  
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Some countries followed the protocol used for the management of evidences required at 

the time of judicial proceedings. This procedural protocol will help in obtain forensic 

arbitration and reduce irrelevant alteration in the proceedings, which are essential during 

judicial proceedings. The forensic examiner should aware about the laboratory analysis, 

limitations, scope and the factors responsible for the degradation of evidences due to 

different variables that affect the quality of evidences.  

 

For the DNA analysis, biological evidences are weighed as most determining evidence 

that used as proof in the court. To research the accuracy and reliability in the results, it is 

required to handle the evidences with proper care. (Teresa, et. al., 2015). 

 

The Rape Kit is used for the proper collection and preservation of DNA evidences and 

required medical examination. The evidences should be collected within 72 hours 

required to analyze in the laboratory. The main objective of physical analysis is to 

determine the injuries and collection of evidences used in the court of law. It is very 

difficult to obtain valid results from the evidences collected after 48-72 hours (Cross, et. 

al., 2017). 

B.2.3. Factors affected DNA Profile 

The major factors that influence the examination of DNA are listed as follows:  

i) The duration of time, when the victim was in contact.  

ii) The extent of strength used.  

iii) The number offenders involved (Butler, 2012).  

The chances to detect sperm after 24 hours from vaginal swabs refrain considerably. 

Within 48 hours the evidence of DNA dropped out automatically after an assault. 

(Garvin, 2003). 

The accuracy of DNA fingerprint as a biological evidence is based upon the quality and 

quantity of the sample examined, equipments of laboratory and the procedure adopted for 

collection and preservation of the samples. DNA fingerprint  is acquired with perfection 

if  the quantity of the sample is ample and presence of good quality of DNA in the 

biological tissue. It has a great importance. From the poor quality of DNA samples, 
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inappropriate results are achieved. The DNA evidence may get degraded by other DNA, 

type of the crime, contaminated while handling, their collection and transportation 

(Archambault, et. al., 2013). 

B.2.4. Storage of DNA evidence 

DNA is comparatively constant. It is in all probability that measurable evidences 

gathered from a victim and crime scene will give results: though, chemical factors, time 

factors like detergents and soaps), environmental factors i.e.  Humidity and temperature, 

and internal factors can affect the reliability of evidence. The time duration for: how long 

different DNA samples may stay feasible: 

 Anal — up to 3 days. 

 In vagina — up to 12 hours. 

 Scrapings from Fingernail — 2 days. 

 From a penis — 12 hours post incident. 

 Contact from skin to skin -up to 2 days.  

 Condom Lubricant — up to 30 hours. 

 Oral (saliva and mouth swabs) — 2days. 

 Vaginal fluid— up to 7 days. 

 Semen can be detected on clothes after washing. 

In certain cases where ejaculation is absent, no semen would be found on the body of the 

victim. In such cases all the preliminary and confirmatory test would render negative 

results. Corroboratory evidences that establish a link between assailant and victim must 

be collected and analyzed (McDonald, 2015). 

B.2.5. Storage of Biological evidences 

The Biological evidences should be stored according to the nature of the evidence and 

ambient temperature is maintained to prevent loss: 

 Frozen: at 10 °C  

 Refrigerated: between 2- 8 °C 

 <25 % humidity:15.5 - 24°C  

 <60 % humidity (Ballou,et. al., 2013). 
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After 72 hours of abuse, spermatozoa may be detected. Avoid taking sample (swabs) 

after and more than three days for spermatozoa identification. Evidences may be 

collected from clothing or outside the body even after 96 hours. Less quantity and poor 

quality of DNA evidences contains polymerase chain reaction (PCR) inhibitors that 

lower down the chances to access appropriate results. Higher the degradation rate of 

samples alter the accomplishment rate and ability to create short tandem repeats (STR)–

dependent profiles of DNA (Kaye & Sensabaugh, 2000). Semen is hardly found in 

vaginal, rectal and oral cavities in sexual abuse after 72 hours of sexual assault. The half-

life in vaginal cavity the related to the age of victim (pre and post-pubertal) while half-

life of semen in the cervix is greater than 72 hours. In vaginal secretions of post pubertal 

girls spermatozoa may remain motile for 6-12 hours and for 5 days in the cervix; after 

ejaculation non-motile spermatozoa may be detect in the stains of vaginal secretions from 

12-48 hours. Semen secretions may remain stable on clothing after complete drying, so 

can be detected after one year. The half-life conclude different variables must be taken 

when documenting the detection of semen in sexual abuse cases like the type of practice 

and circumstances where evidence is accumulated, ejaculation obtained from oral, anal, 

vaginal mucosa, cervix, condoms, the time between an assault and collection of 

evidences; age of the victim, and activities e.g. urinating, spitting, vomiting, bathing, 

eating, smoking, drinking, after an assault (Linda, et. al., 1988). Authentic result of 

spermatozoa detection can be collected from vagina- motile for 6 hours; non-motile for 

72 hours and the longest period considered was 48 hours. The 72 hours rule created due 

to higher degradation rate of DNA and the sample collected after 72 hours will generate 

inappropriate profile due to insufficient quantity and poor quality of the samples 

(Khandekar, 2013).  

The presence of spermatozoa is affirmative confirmation of sexual contact hence result in 

active evidence for the prosecution. It was first observed as free floating cell in the 17th 

century. The basic structure of the sperm comprises of a head, the neck, mid-piece, and a 

tail. The measurement of head is length: 4-5 u-m, width: 3 u-m and has an anterior 

acrosome that consists of enzymes used for penetrating the ovum during fertilization. A 

head consist of DNA that describes the staining features (Collins & Geisinger, 1996). 

Spermatozoa are receptive to the atmosphere and begin to degenerate after ejaculation 
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within one hour. The degeneration results in the loss of tail. It happened after 16 hours. 

The head and non-motile spermatozoa can be ascertaining in cervico-vaginal, though the 

low recovery. The 50% smears of cervico-vaginal present in sexual abuse cases have 

spermatozoa after 72 hours and rarely found after 10 days. (Morrison, 1972, Silverman & 

Siilverman,1979). After 6 hours spermatozoa lose their tail (Wilott & Allard, 1982). A 

strong spermatozoa recovery in the rectum found till 24 hours post ejaculation and may 

stay up to 65 hours (Sharpe, 1964). In oral cavity it will be long lasting approximately 6 

hours. (Enos & Beyer, 1978, Enos & Beyer, 1977).  The bathing, ingestion of oral 

contraceptive pills, urinating, evacuate, washing of mouth, and drinking may affect the 

detection of spermatozoa in vagina, mouth or anorectal. The vaginal environment can be 

changed by oral contraceptives (Ludwig & Kornberg, 1992). 

B.2.6. Forensic biological evidences collection techniques 

 While collecting the evidences following ideology should be followed:  

 Contamination should be avoided: be sure that evidences are not contaminated by any 

other things because the current DNA assay system is very sensitive.  

 Collection of the samples should be timely without any lag. As the time passes by the 

probability of analyzing DNA gradually decreases. It is preferred to collect evidences 

within 24 hours. After 72 hours, yields are considerably reduced.  

 Handle properly. The evidences should be properly packed, stored and transported to 

forensic science laboratory for analysis.  

     The pre-requisites of forensic analysis of evidences collected from victims of assault 

are as follows: 

 Requirement of consent form. If victim wants to proceed with a case than 

consent may be provided to law enforcement authorities and the criminal justice 

system for the legal action.  

 Thorough forensic examination takes time.  

 All the evidences should be recorded or documented for the further course of 

action.  

 Every evidence should be collected for the forensic examination.  

 The chain of custody should be maintained.  
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 Follow-up examinations  

B.2.7. Handling and Preservation of evidences 

Special measures should be taken for evidence handling and storage. 

 Fluids samples should be refrigerated; kept dry the rest of evidences.  

 Labeling properly:  properly labeled with name, date of birth, the date and time of 

collection.  

 Measures of Security: Evidences should be packed and tamper proof.  

 Maintain stability. Once evidence has been collected, than it’s necessary to check 

all the measures of handling, recorded and transportation.  

 Collection of document. Compilation of all the records like medical notes with all 

case summary (who, when, where, why and how). 

B.2.8. Instruction for sample collection 

 Anus, Semen use cotton swab and 1 microscope slides plate material 

 Lubricant, with Cotton swab then dries the swab after collection.  

 Blood: minimum 10 ml of venous blood should be collected in a tube.  

 For clothing paper bags should be used. 

  Wet items should be collected separately. 

 Approximately 20 hairs should be collected and packed in a sterile container. 

 Use sterile container, for oral washings, rinse mouth.  

 Sterile toothpick should be used to collect nails, skin, and blood material. 

 Sterile container should be used for sanitary pads.  

 Cotton swab should be used for the collection of Saliva than keep in sterile 

container.  

 Collect 100 ml of urine in sterile container.  

 Only sterile, cotton swabs should be used. 

 Do not put the samples where bacterial overgrowth and destruction of the 

material take place.  

 To detect the presence of spermatozoa, microscopy should be performed.  
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 Label all the evidences and slides. 

  Before sealing the collected evidences all the swabs and slides should be dried 

in suitable containers.  

 In the cases, when patient administered the drugs then within 12–14 hours blood 

and urine samples should be taken (World Reort on Violence and Health, 2002). 

(Mayntz, e.t al., 2008) A globally renowned expert in DNA profiling, conclude that loss 

of actual evidence because of jurisdictions’ observance to 72 hours after an assault and 

because of advance techniques may make it possible for the collection of samples after 5-

6 days after an assault. The profile of DNA is a set of figures that characterize variable 

loci, repetition of DNA sequences. The short sequences that repeat many of times are 

known as short tandem repeats (STRs). It varies from one person to another person 

except in identical twins. It is a commonly used forensic technique. In human there are 

23 pairs of chromosomes out of these 22 pairs are autosomal, which are not implicated in 

decisive a person's sex. A sex-determination pair of chromosomes and is of two types: X 

and Y chromosomes. STR analysis is conventionally used on autosomes because the 

method in which they are inherited outcome in an advanced extent of variation than Y 

chromosomes and therefore obtained profiles that have stronger power.  

An inadequacy of recent DNA profiling is the incapability to get a male profile when the 

sample collected after an assault while female cells greatly outnumber. In these cases, the 

quantity of the female's DNA is higher than to the male's DNA. A technique that used in 

such cases called Y-STR examination. Through this technique used when sample is 

collected after 5 days but partial profiles obtained when the sample is collected after 6 

days of an assault. It helps in solving the problem because it is discriminating for Y 

chromosome. The chance of obtaining an autosomal DNA profile: 

 When a body fluids of male and females were present other than semen like 

saliva-saliva, saliva-vaginal fluids etc. 

 When the presence of is sperm is low, or they are in a delicate state. 

 When presence of one or more semen donor (Terry, 2011). 

            In United States, 84,767 rape cases were reported in 2010, it shows the declining 

rate of forcible cases of rape and it is  the third most regular violent crime after forced 
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assault and robbery (Quantico: Federal Bureau of Investigation; Uniform Crime Reports 

2006–2010). The swabs taken from the vagina of victim that constitutes sperm and sperm 

from the offender is the very important evidences in sexual abuse cases for DNA 

profiling. The main objective of the laboratory examination of the swabs is to get original 

male DNA from the mixture of sperm from an offender and epithelial cells from the 

victim in a result to get male DNA profile with autosomal markers and to identify the 

accused. From the mixture of male and female DNA Y chromosomal STR markers can 

be analyzed (Delfin, et. al., 2005), (Laberke, et. al., 2012). 

           Gill and colleagues, 1985 recover ordinary method for autosomal profiling of 

male DNA from vaginal swab (Gill, et. al., 1985) and even now used in modern way 

(Qiagen. Purification of DNA from Epithelial Cells Mixed with Sperm Cells using the 

MagAttract® DNA Mini M48 Kit, 2010), by forensic and other crime laboratories and 

known as differential lysis method due to detergent and  Proteinase non-sperm cells are 

selectively lyses while the sperm are polluted by centrifugation and the supernatant 

having the victim’s DNA is than  removed, by washing multiple times for the  removal of 

pellet. Collection of the sperm is done by filtration (Chen, et. al., 1988), (Garvin, 2003), 

laser dissection (Anslinger, et. al., 2007), (Sanders, et. al., 2006). 

 

        A substitute to differential lysis that has been effectively useful to produce sperm 

DNA from a vaginal swab instead of washing the sperm pellet due to higher density the 

sperm are pelleted by an organic buffer than the aqueous lysis buffer, which results the 

separation of the sperm pellet. Unfortunately, any of the in sexual assault cases DNA of 

the victims may found either in particle form because of incomplete digestion of cells or 

due to adsorption of the particles such as cotton fibers or sperm that will contaminate the 

male DNA and purified using Differex™. It has been compared with differential lysis on 

mixtures of epithelial cells and sperm (Tsukada, et. al., 2006), and efficient as a variant 

of differential lysis known as the two-step method (Yoshida, et. al., 1995). 

 

      The method, differential lysis has currently been explained in which selective lysis of 

the non-sperm cells is using 0.1 N NaOH in the presence of vaginal swab substrate than 

centrifuged the sample. After that washed and treated with a nuclease to remove residual 
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DNA then lysed with 1 N NaOH to release original male DNA (Hudlow & Buoncristiani, 

2012).  

         For the removal of residual DNA from the sperm pellet nuclease is used 

(Uchiyama, et. al., 2006).  An additional method, that does not require to change the 

involves using Triton X-100, DNase I that does not inhibit by a non-ionic detergent,  

instead of SDS use lysis buffer (Garvin, et. al., 2009). The protocol is quite faster and 

easier after the elimination of washing steps. 
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CHAPTER: 3 (B) 

B.3.0. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

B.3.1. Materials 

The data was organized in a manner that emphasized on collection, preservation/storage, 

transportation and the forensic examination of the samples like blood, semen, vaginal 

swab and saliva. Once all the presumptive analysis has been done, the samples were then 

analyzed for their confirmatory tests and after that DNA sample match. 

 Sample Size: A total number of 120 samples were analyzed. 

 Sample Type: Blood, Semen (on garments), Semen (from vaginal swab) and 

Saliva. 

 Samples Collection: As per Standard Scientific Protocol. 

 Sample Analysis: Preliminary Examination, Confirmatory Examination and DNA       

Typing. 

B.3.2. Methods  

STEP BY STEP PROCEDURE USED FOR THE EXAMINATION OF THE 

SAMPLES EXAMINATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary Tests 

(For Blood Swab, Semen on 

garments, Semen on vaginal 

Swab & Saliva) 

Confirmatory Tests 

(For Blood Swab, Semen on 

garments, Semen on vaginal 

Swab & Saliva) 

 

DNA Analysis 

(For Blood Swab, Semen on 

garments, Semen on vaginal 

Swab & Saliva) 
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Table No. B.3.1: Table representing Preliminary and Confirmatory methods used 

for the analysis of the samples 

S. No. 
Types of 

Samples 
Presumptive tests 

Confirmatory 

Test 

DNA 

Analysis 

1.  Blood swab 
 Kastle - meyer or 

phenolphthalein 
Takayama Test DNA typing 

2.  
Semen on 

garments 

 Acid phosphate 

screening 

Microscopic 

Examination 
DNA typing 

3.  
Semen on 

vaginal swab 

 Acid phosphate 

screening 

Microscopic 

Examination  
DNA typing 

4.  Saliva  Amylase test Phadebas Test  DNA typing 

 

 For using DNA fingerprinting following steps has been carried out through 

which the desired samples has been obtained for the final outcome. 

 

 

 

1. Isolation /Extraction: Lysis – precipitation - purification 

2. Quantitation: By Nano–drop method. 

3. DNA Profiling – It is the process used for the determination of nucleotides with in 

DNA molecules. The Genetic Analyzer 3500XL mainly used for profiling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DNA Profiling Quantitation Isolation 
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Isolation method: Qiagen DNeasy kit method used for the extraction of the samples. 

Procedure: 

(For Blood Swab, Semen on garments, Semen on vaginal Swab and Saliva) 

1. In a UV-cross linked 1.5mL tube places a sample. 

2. To this add 20.L Proteinase K 180 and L Buffer ATL than vortex.  

3. Place for 3 hours or overnight in an incubator at the 55◦ C. 

4. Take it out from the incubator to vortex it than addition of 200.L Buffer AL and 

again vortex it. 

5. At 70◦ C for 10 minutes, put it in heat block.  

6. Transfer whole volume onto spin column and then add 200.L 100% Ethanol. 

7.  Centrifuge the sample at 8000 rpm for 60 seconds and then discard the 

supernatant. 

8.  To this addition of 500 L Buffer AW1 and then centrifuge it at 8000 rpm for 60 

seconds; discard the supernatant.  

9. Now, the addition of 500 L Buffer AW2 and then centrifuge it at 13000 rpm for 

180 seconds; discard the supernatant.  

10. In 1.5mL tube, place spin column on UV-cross-linked then add 200.L buffer AE. 

Left it for 60 seconds, and then centrifuge it at 8000 rpm for 60 seconds. Repeat 

this step and then in a total volume of 400.L, combine flow-through. (DNA 

Extraction – Qiagen DNeasy kit) 
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Table No. B.3.2: Table representing different factors affecting the examination of 

samples in sexual assault cases 

S. No. Factors Details Percentage 

1 

Showing postpone 

reporting of case to 

police 

After 1 day 13% 

After 2-3 days 15% 

After 4-5 days 22% 

>5 days 52% 

2 

Showing delay in 

forensic examination of 

samples 

Just after collection of samples 2% 

After 1-2 days 10% 

After 3-10 days 15% 

After 1-2 months 31% 

> 4 months 42% 

 

Table No. B.3.3: Table representing physical condition of the samples 

S. No. Samples Category Percentage 

1 
Blood 

Swab 

Good 15% 

Average 35% 

Poor 50% 

2 
Semen on 

garments 

Good 20% 

Average 35% 

Poor 45% 

3 
Semen on 

vaginal swab 

Good 26% 

Average 35% 

Poor 39% 

4 Saliva 

Good 15% 

Average 37% 

Poor 48% 
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Table No. B.3.4: Table representing average degradation rate of the samples 

S. No. Samples Percentage 

1 Blood swab 60% 

2 Semen on garments 20% 

3 Semen on Vaginal Swab 15% 

4 Saliva 5% 

 

Table No. B.3.5: Table representing types of evidences, degradation rate and the 

comparative profiles based on mishandling, collection, storage and examination of 

forensic samples. 

S. No. Types of Samples 
Time of Examination 

after collection 

Observation & 

percentage of degraded 

profile obtained 

1 Blood swab 

1 - 15 days 50% 

16 - 30 days 80% 

31 - 45 days 92% 

above 45 days 95% 

2 Semen on garments 

1 - 15 days 30% 

16 - 30 days 70% 

31 - 45 days 85% 

above 45 days 95% 

3 
Semen on Vaginal 

swab 

1 - 15 days 45% 

16 - 30 days 78% 

31 - 45 days 90% 

above 45 days 96% 

4 Saliva 

1 - 15 days 40% 

16 - 30 days 80% 

31 - 45 days 85% 

above 45 days 93% 
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CHAPTER-4 (B) 

B.4.0. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The study indicates that conquest in the interrogation of sexual abuse cases; usually based 

on reporting time, analysis of samples, quantity and quality of the samples and the 

examination of deteriorate samples for proper and timely prosecution and for the equity 

to the victim. 

The observations assembled are given vide table no. 1 which imparts that: 

B.4.1.Postpone reporting of case to police 

The investigation of the case is seriously affected due to postponed reporting. In late 

reporting, evidence gets destructed, which affects the examination. Out of the total 

number of cases, only 13% of cases were reported after 24 hours or within 24 hours, 

which suggests that the processing and examination of the samples do not take more 

time, while, 15% reported after 2-3 days, 22% reported after 4-5days and 50% cases were 

reported after more than 5 days. The consequence of these samples gets destroyed and the 

optimum yield necessary for the analysis cannot be recovered. 

 

Table No. B.4. 1: Table representing postpone reporting of case to police 

S. No. Factors Details Percentage 

1 
Postpone reporting of case to 

police 

After 1 day 13% 

After 2-3 days 15% 

After 4-5 days 22% 

>5 days 50% 
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Figure B.4. 1: Graph representing postponed reporting of case to police 

B.4.2.Delay in forensic examination of samples 

Deferral in reporting of the case depends upon the forensic analysis of the samples. Few 

samples, i.e. only 2% can be examined just after the collection of the samples. These 

types of cases are analyzed on priority basis. Whereas, 10% analyzed after 1-2 days, 15% 

analyzed after 3-10 days, 31% analyzed after 1-2 months and 42% samples analyzed 

more than 4 months or it may take years to get examined. The delay in analysis is 

subjected to various reasons like delay in reporting, time taken by police personnel and 

the lack of staff in the laboratories. The collection and examination of the sample are 

dependent factors because earlier will be the collection than better will be the result or 

vice-versa. 

Table No. B.4. 2: Table representing delay in forensic examination of samples 

S. 

No. 
Factors Details Percentage 

1 
Delay in forensic examination 

of samples 

Just after collection of samples 2% 

After 1-2 days 10% 

After 3-10 days 15% 

After 1-2 months 31% 

> 4 months 42% 
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Figure B.4. 2: Graph representing delay in forensic examination of samples 

The observations gathered are given vide table no. 3 (B) that concern with the physical 

condition of different types of the samples: 

B.4.3. Physical condition of sample 

B.4.3.i. Blood Swab 

 In biological samples the analysis depends upon the quantity and the quality and the 

types of sample being analyzed. As the quality of blood samples depends upon the 

method of collection, preservation and the transportation. Out of the total number of the 

cases only 15% of the samples were found to be in good condition and helps in 

convenient examination with appropriate results while 35% samples belongs to average 

category and the results were obtained by DNA typing, but in maximum number of the 

cases i.e. 50% were found to be in poor condition through which no outcome has been 

obtained. 

Table No. B.4. 3: Table representing the physical condition of blood (swab) sample 

S. No. Sample Category Percentage 

1 
Blood 

Swab 

Good 15% 

Average 35% 

Poor 50% 

0%
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Figure B.4.3: Figure representing the physical condition of blood (swab) 

sample 

B.4.3.ii. Semen on Garments 

 Another type of sample is semen (on garments) which has great significance in 

sexual assault cases which mainly helps in the recognition of an offender. The 

quantity and the quality of the sample depend upon the types of surface from which 

the sample has been taken for analysis. It has been observed that if samples were 

found to be in poor condition than it’s hard to examine because of the fact that after 

72 hours the probability of semen sample found to be low for the collection of the 

sample. In a minimum number of cases, i.e. 20% were found to be in good condition 

from which all the examination like preliminary, the confirmatory and the DNA 

analysis gives positive results for the better outcome of the case, whereas 35% are of 

average state which means that samples were found to be negative for preliminary 

test but found positive while conduction of confirmatory tests. In the majority of the 

cases samples found to be in poor condition, i.e. 45% through which no results were 

came out. 

 

 

15% 

35% 

50% 

Blood (Swab) sample 

Good

Average

Poor
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Table No. B.4. 4: Table representing the physical condition of the semen (on 

Garments) sample 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure B.4.4: Figure representing the physical condition of semen (on garments) 

sample 

B.4.3.iii. Semen on Vaginal swab 

In majority of the cases quantity of the semen from the vaginal swab were found to be 

low that effect the examination of the sample. Out of the total number of the samples 

26% of semen sample has been taken from the semen (on vaginal swabs), were found to 

be in good condition due to which suitable results were obtained after the examination of 

the samples while 35% samples were found to be ordinary conditions where the 

probability of good results were observed to be half and half and the maximum number 

of cases i.e. 39% were found in deprived condition through which no conclusion were 

made. 

 

 

20% 

35% 

45% 

Semen (on garments)Sample 

Good

Average

Poor

S. No. Sample Category Percentage 

1 
Semen on 

Garments 

Good 20% 

Average 35% 

Poor 45% 
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Table No. B.4. 5: Table representing the physical condition of the Semen (on vaginal 

swab) sample 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure B.4.5: Figure representing the physical condition of the semen (on vaginal 

swab) sample 

B.4.3.iv. Saliva 

 The poor quality of the saliva sample is another significant factor. From total number 

of samples which were found to be in good condition to examine. Only in 15% of the 

cases from which appropriate results were attained though 37% samples were in 

average condition from which results were obtained but the quality of the samples 

were not good while the maximum number of the cases i.e. in 48% cases the quality 

were found to be very poor. This happens due to mishandling of the samples, 

transportation and no preservation facilities at the police station. 

 

 

26% 

35% 

39% 

Semen (on Vaginal Swab) 
sample 

Good

Average

Poor

S. No. Samples Category Percentage 

1 
Semen on 

Vaginal Swab 

Good 26% 

Average 35% 

Poor 39% 
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Table No. B.4. 6: Table representing physical condition of saliva sample 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure B.4.6: Figure representing physical condition of saliva sample 

B.4.4. Degradation rate of the samples 

The observations are given vide table no. 1(C) reports that:  

Due to the high degradation rate, the examination of sample depends upon the quantity 

and quality of the samples. Out of the total number, in majority of the samples i.e. 60% 

cases of blood (swab) samples get deteriorated hence result in the improper facilities of 

preservation,  transportation and collection methods while 20% of semen (on garments) 

get degraded and 15% semen (on vaginal swab) get destroyed and in 5% cases, saliva 

stains get destructed. 

 

 

 

15% 

37% 

48% 

Saliva sample 

Good

Average

Poor

S. No. Sample Category Percentage 

1 Saliva 

Good 15% 

Average 37% 

Poor 48% 
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Table No. B.4. 7: Table representing degradation rate of the samples 

S. No. Samples Percentage 

1 Blood Swab 60% 

2 Semen on garments 20% 

3 Semen on Vaginal Swab 15% 

4 Saliva 5% 

 

 

Figure B.4.7: Figure representing degradation rate of the samples 

B.4.5. Analysis of Biological Samples 

The observations of degradation rate of samples are given vide table no. 2 (A) and (B) 

which reveals that: 

Sexual abuse comprises a major problem that affect socially and publically or health 

issues that required medical analysis of victim mainly in acute cases i.e. the time elapsed 

to the assault and medical examination must be less than 72 hours having applicable 

conditions like victim should not take bath or pass urine etc. 

In sexual violence case, the expanded areas of forensic involved e.g. clinical forensic etc. 

The purpose is to find out the proof and elaboration of a report. 

In case of biological samples it is very important that the samples should keep at ambient 

temperature. For the suitable and perfect result collection and examination time should be 
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very less. The samples should collect, pack, transport and preserve at a suitable 

temperature. Four main biological samples (blood, semen (on garments), semen (on 

vaginal swab) and saliva have been taken for the analysis. 

B.4.5.i. Analysis of Blood (Swab) sample 

In case of blood (swab), the samples which were collected and examined within 1-15 

days were observed to be nearly 50% degraded, by having a positive presumptive test, 

confirmed confirmatory test along with the complete DNA profile required for the 

identification of an individual. While among the total number of samples some of them 

were examined soon after the collection, have no degradation rate and complete profiles 

has been obtained that were suitable for the final conclusion of the case. When there is no 

degradation found, then the DNA profiles obtained were complete and comprehensible. 

As time passes after the collection of the sample degradation rate begin to start. Whereas 

the degradation were observed in 80% of samples which were examined from 16-30 

days, in some of the samples which were first dried and preserved under suitable 

condition were somehow easy to handle and having a lower degradation rate, results in 

positive presumptive and confirmatory tests then good DNA profiles were acquired from 

the report. While the maximum number, i.e. 92% of degraded samples has been obtained, 

which were examined after 31-45 days after collection of the samples, having a negative 

preliminary test and inconclusive confirmatory tests along with the partial DNA profiles. 

The majority of the samples examined after 45 days, it results in inconclusive 

presumptive, confirmatory and DNA examination and samples were 95% degraded, some 

of them get completely putrefied, results in the multiple peak profiles with inconclusive 

results. 
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Following are the results of different samples and their analysis depending upon the 

profile obtained. 

 

1. Type of Sample – Blood Swab 

 

Table No. B.4.8: Table representing the examination time and percentage of 

degraded profiles (blood swab) 

S. No. 
Types of 

Samples 

Time of 

Examination 

after collection 

Observation & percentage 

of degraded profile 

obtained 

1 Blood 1 - 15 days 50% 

  Swab 16 - 30 days 80% 

    31 - 45 days 92% 

    Above 45 days 95% 

 

FigureB.4.8: Figure representing degradation rate of blood swab samples 

B.4.5.ii.Analysis of Semen (on garments) sample 

Another major sample is semen (on garments) that has been taken for the 

examination. Minimum degradation rate, i.e. nearly 30% were found when the 

samples were analyzed between 1-15 days after the collection of the samples, it 

depends upon the method of collection and preservation of the samples after the 
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crime. If the samples have been taken, air dried, packed properly and preserve in 

appropriate condition then the degradation rate become minimum with positive 

preliminary and confirmatory tests, results in the complete DNA profiles obtained for 

the comparison. As semen is hardly present in oral cavity after 6 hours, in anorectal 

cavity after 24 hours, and in vaginal cavity after 72 hours of sexual contact. After 16-

30 days nearly 70% of the semen samples get degraded with the positive preliminary 

tests and confirmed confirmatory tests but through STR good DNA profiles were 

obtained while the samples examined after 31-45 days get 85% degraded hence 

results in negative results comes out from presumptive and the confirmatory tests and 

inconclusive results were came out during DNA Typing having partial profiles with 

multiple peaks i.e. Sample has peaks at every locus, but any of them fall below a 

predetermined threshold. When the samples were examined after 45 days, the 

samples were found to be nearly 95% degraded; no outcomes were obtained from 

such samples. 

Table No. B.4.9: Table representing  the examination time and percentage of 

degraded profiles (semen on garments) 

S. No. 
Types of 

Samples 

Time of 

Examination 

after collection 

Observation & 

percentage of degraded 

profile obtained 

1 

Semen on 

garments 
1 - 15 days 30% 

  
 

16 - 30 days 70% 

  
 

31 - 45 days 85% 

   
Above 45 days 95% 
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Figure B.4.9: Figure representing degradation rate of semen (on garments) samples 

B.4.5.iii. Analysis of Semen (on vaginal swab) sample 

In vaginal cavity the time of degradation of semen based on the victim’s (pre- or post-

pubertal) age, if semen is located in cervix. During 1-15 days, nearly 45% of the samples 

get degraded due to biological activity. Preliminary and confirmatory tests are conducted, 

observed positive and confirmed results for vaginal samples that further results in 

complete DNA profiles are required for the comparison and the individualization of the 

suspect. The  samples which were examined between  16 -30 days after the collection of 

samples were found to be 78% degraded, results in the positive presumptive and 

significant confirmatory tests with good DNA profile while the samples which were 

examined from 31-45 days, were having maximum degradation rate i.e. 90% from which 

the profiles obtained with multiple peaks and having no results while the samples which 

were examined after 45 days having 96% degradation rate to which negative and 

inconclusive results were obtained when examined by preliminary, confirmatory tests and 

DNA typing(having missing peaks at two loci). The completely dried sample on clothing 

may remain stable for long period i.e. one year. 
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Table No. B.4. 10: Table representing the examination time and percentage of 

degraded profiles (vaginal swab) 

S. No. 
Types of 

Samples 

Time of Examination 

after collection 

Observation & percentage 

of degraded profile obtained 

1 

Semen on 

Vaginal swab 1 - 15 days 45% 

  

 

16 - 30 days 78% 

  

 

31 - 45 days 90% 

  

 

Above 45 days 96% 

 

 

Figure B.4.10: Figure representing degradation rate of the Semen (on vaginal swab) 

samples 

B.4.5.iv. Analysis of Saliva sample 

The saliva sample is usually found in sexual violence case and homicide. The major 

problems experienced in the bite mark reason being a distortable and elastic kind of skin 

and absence of mark due to which it’s a challenge to collect and preserve saliva sample 

for a longer time. Minimum degradation rate i.e. nearly 40% were found when the 

samples were examined within 1-15 days after the collection of the sample, results in 

positive and confirmed for presumptive and confirmatory tests that further leads to 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

1 - 15 days 16 - 30 days 31 - 45 days above 45
days

O
b

se
rv

at
io

n
 &

 p
e

rc
e

n
ta

ge
 o

f 
d

e
gr

ad
e

d
 

p
ro

fi
le

 o
b

ta
in

e
d

 

Time of Examination after collection 

Semen (on Vaginal Swab) 



174 
 

complete DNA profiles required for the comparison between the unknown sample and 

the sample has been taken from the suspect(s).While in some cases which were examined 

from 16-30 days were nearly 80% degraded after the collection of the samples where 

negative results were obtained from presumptive tests but valid results obtained by 

confirmatory tests and also partial profiles were obtained by DNA Typing. Due to 

absence of saliva or less amount the samples, which were examined from 31-45 days 

having a higher degradation rate, i.e. 85%, results in negative and inconclusive 

confirmatory and DNA analysis results in incomplete profile with multiple peaks through 

which no comparison made to find out the suspect. The maximum degradation, i.e. 93% 

were found in the samples which were examined after 45 days of collection or the no 

sample were found in some cases because it’s difficult to preserve saliva for longer time 

when it’s not collected properly and preserved under suitable condition since found to be 

with inconclusive results. The amount DNA in saliva of male left the skin of female 

analyzed after 96‐h period.  

Table No. B.4.11: Table representing the examination time and percentage of 

degraded profiles (saliva sample) 

S. No. 
Types of 

Samples 

Time of 

Examination after 

collection 

Observation & percentage of 

degraded profile obtained 

1 Saliva 1 - 15 days 40% 

    16 - 30 days 80% 

    31 - 45 days 85% 

    above 45 days 93% 
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Figure B.4.11: Figure representing degradation rate of the saliva samples 

B.4.6. Different types of biological samples and their DNA profile obtained after the 

complete analysis 

I. Blood  

Sample (a): Taken from the bed sheet and analyzed after 6 months of the 

collection of sample. Initially, samples were kept in police station where there 

were no facilities to preserve the evidences. Samples were highly degraded and 

incomplete DNA profile was obtained after the analysis. The results were 

inconclusive. 

 

Figure B.4.12: DNA profile of sample I (a) 
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i. Sample (b): Taken from the garment (pyjama) of the victim and examined after 

31 days from the time of collection. Partial DNA profile was obtained with 

inconclusive results.  

 

Figure B.4.13: DNA profile of sample I (b) 

 

ii. Sample (c): Taken from the undergarments of the victim and analyzed after 15 

days to the collection. The sample was preserved appropriately. A complete DNA 

profile was obtained and used for the individualization. 

 

 

Figure B.4.14: DNA profile of sample I (c) 

II. Semen ( on garments) 

i. Sample (a): Taken from the bed sheet and analyzed after 4 months. The 

evidences were not kept under suitable condition. Incomplete DNA profile was 

obtained without any conclusive result.  
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Figure B.4.15: DNA profile of sample II (a) 

ii. Sample (b): Taken from the underwear of the victim and analyze after 2 months. 

Results were incomplete with partial profile, not valid for the comparison.  

 

Figure B.4.16: DNA profile of sample II (b) 

iii. Sample (c): Taken from the underwear and examined after 10 days. Complete 

DNA profile was generated and used for the comparison and individualization. 

 

 

Figure B.4.17: DNA profile of sample II (c) 
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III. Semen (on vaginal swab) 

 

i. Sample (a): The sample has been taken from the victim from the medical 

examination and examined after 5 months. Incomplete DNA profile was obtained 

with no results.  

 

 

Figure B.4.18: DNA profile of sample III (a) 

 

ii. Sample (b): Taken from the vaginal swab after 3 months of sampling. On 

examination, partial DNA profiles with multiple peaks were obtained. No 

conclusion could be drawn. 

 

Figure B.4.19: DNA profile of sample III (b) 
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iii. Sample (c): Taken from the same source but it has been examined after 11 days 

after the collection that results in good and complete DNA profile, obtained for 

the identification of offender.

 

Figure B.4.20: DNA profile of sample III (c) 

IV. Saliva  

 

i. Sample (a): Taken from the pillow cover and was examined after 3 months. 

Unfavorable preservation and collection facilities and the maximum time taken 

for the examination leads to incomplete DNA profile from which no outcome  

could be observed.

 

Figure B.4.21: DNA profile of sample IV (a) 

ii. Sample (b): Taken from the sheet and analyzed after 2 months after collection of 

the sample. It is fact that as the time passes the quantity and quality of the sample 
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start decreasing and degrading due to which partial profile was obtained with 

inconclusive results.  

 

Figure B.4.22: DNA profile of sample IV (b) 

 

iii. Sample (c): Taken from the toothpick. The collection and examination done soon 

after the assault, within 9 days as a result of which complete DNA profile was 

obtained for the identification.  

 

Figure B.4.23: DNA profile of sample IV (c) 
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CHAPTER-5 (B) 

B.5.0. CONCLUSION 

Sexual assault is a serious stigma affecting society at large throughout the world. It is 

afflicted by different aspects operating in a variety of social, cultural and economic 

contexts. In such cases various biological evidences such as semen, vaginal secretions, 

blood and other body fluids are examined for identification and are eventually 

individualized using DNA fingerprinting. The DNA fingerprints of the accused is 

determined and compared with that obtained from crime scene and victim. A major 

predicament in investigation is late reporting of the case owing largely to fear of social 

repudiation, lack of support by family and friends due to social embarrassment, 

exploitation by criminal, community, and fear of fallacy by police personnel in 

investigating the case.  On the one hand the lack of knowledge of investigation, i.e. 

collection, packaging, transportation and preservation, samples take more time to reach 

the laboratory for the examination while on the other hand inefficient knowledge to the 

police personnel’s  and  manpower in the laboratories results in delayed examination of 

samples. 

B.5.0 Factors affecting the examination of samples 

B.5.1. Late reporting of the case to the police 

The observations of the research concludes that maximum number of the cases have been 

reported after or more than five days, i.e., in 50% of the cases. While 22% reported after 

4-5 days, 15% reported after 2-3 days and the minimum number of cases, i.e. 13% 

reported after one day or just after the case. 

B.5.2. Delay in the forensic examination of the samples 

 It has been observed that very less number of cases examined just after the collection of 

the samples on the prior basis, i.e. only 2%, while, other were examined after 1-2 days, 

i.e. 10%, 3-10 days i.e.15%, after 1-2 months, i.e. 31% and the more the number of cases 

examined after or more than 4 months i.e. 42%, this happens due improper management 
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of processing and lack of man power in the laboratories. These types of samples take 

more time for the proper examination.  

B.5.3. Physical condition of the samples 

It observed that the physical condition of samples affects examination at large i.e. 50% 

blood (swab) samples were found to be in poor condition, whereas 35% were found in 

average condition. Few samples were found to be in good condition through which 

complete outcome was carried out. Due to advancement in the technology these samples 

can be analyzed, but it is still questionable. Only 15% of blood samples were found to be 

in good condition. 

As per the observation (45%) samples of semen on garments were found to be in poor 

condition and 35% found to be in average condition. (20%)  of samples were found to be 

in good physical condition that can be used for the analysis and individualization. The 

fact unearthing this is that identification of spermatozoa is possible 72 hrs post assault 

and evidences outside the body and clothing can be collected even after 96 hours. Poor 

quality and quantity of DNA samples contain PCR inhibitors that reduce the probability 

of obtaining desired results. 

In case of semen on vaginal swab, samples were observed to be degraded in 39% cases 

because of the fact that DNA sample may stay feasible in the vagina, up to 12 hours and 

from vaginal fluid up to 7 days when preserved in favorable temperature. Though in 35% 

of the samples were observed to be in average condition, hence the results were obtained 

after the DNA profiling for the comparison and very less number of samples i.e. 26% 

were observed to be in good condition from which appropriate results were achieved. 

Another important sample is saliva, which is suitable for DNA analysis at room 

temperature for maximum 5 days only. It was observed that among all the data only 15% 

samples were observed to be in good condition and suitable for analysis while 37% were 

observed to be in average condition, found variation in the amylase activity in some of 

the samples because of the longer duration of analysis and most of the samples (48%) 
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were observed to be poor condition where negative results were obtained because of 

absence of amylase.  

B.5.4. Degradation rate of the Samples 

All the factors are interdependent on each other. Delay in reporting of the case, results in 

loss of essential evidences that may lead to a late forensic examination, because all the 

formalities made by police officers take time to reach to the laboratory which affects the 

quality and the quantity of the samples. Samples also degrade owing to lack of 

preservation facilities. It has been observed that among all the samples, blood samples 

were having a highest degradation rate, i.e. 60%, semen (on garments) samples having 

20%, semen (on vaginal swab) samples having 15% and saliva samples having 5% 

degradation rate. The fact that biological evidences are mainly affected by environmental 

factors, temperature, etc. so careful handling, transportation and preservation facilities are 

required to minimize the degradation rate soon after the collection of samples. 

B.5.5. Significant factors in the investigation of sexual assault cases 

 The time lag between collection and examination of the biological samples should be 

minimal as they have the tendency to get degraded which affects the examination.  

B.5.5.1. Blood (swab) Sample 

In case of blood (swab), it was observed that the samples analyzed between 1 to 15 days 

were found to be 50% degraded. They resulted in positive preliminary test and validated 

confirmatory examination, which leads to complete DNA profiling. The samples 

analyzed between 16 to 30 days were observed to be 80% degraded, which resulted in 

positive preliminary and significant confirmatory test. After the analysis of these samples 

using STR, good DNA profiles were obtained while the samples examined after 31 to 

more than 45 days were found to be 92 to 95% degraded due to which in conclusive 

results were attained after the confirmatory test and the DNA analysis. When the DNA 

sample comes in contact with the surroundings than lengthy composite DNA molecules 

are broken down into smaller fragments. STRs significantly work with degraded DNA 

since allele size is less than 500 bps. 
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B.5.5.2. Semen (on garments) Sample 

In semen (on garments), sample examine within 1 to 15 days were observed to be 30% 

degraded. In this positive results are obtained during preliminary test and significant 

observations are made in confirmatory test with complete DNA profile. Whereas 70% 

degraded samples were observed when examined between 15 to 30 days that resulted in 

positive preliminary with the significant confirmatory test, having a partial DNA profile 

after analysis. The higher degradation rate (85 to 95%) was observed when the samples 

are analyzed after 30 or more than 45 days result in a partial DNA profile and 

inconclusive outcome. The samples should be collected as earliest possible since the 

various body components in seminal fluid like enzyme, pH, etc. The semen should be 

air dried for at least for 1 hour because of the reason that if moisture comes in contact 

with a swab that allows the growth of microorganisms to destroy the sample. 

B.5.5.3. Semen (on Vaginal Swab) sample 

The samples (semen on vaginal swab), when examined within 1 to 15 days were 

observed to be 45% degraded that results in positive presumptive test and valid 

confirmatory test with the complete DNA profile, whereas the sample analyzed between 

16 to 30 days were found to be 78% degraded that resulted in positive preliminary test 

and significant confirmatory test with good DNA profile and further used for the 

identification of the perpetrator and helps in judicial proceedings. The samples analyzed 

after 31 to more than 45 days were found to be 90 to 96 % degraded that leads to 

inconclusive outcome. 

B.5.5.4. Saliva sample 

In saliva sample it was observed that the samples analyzed within 10 to 15 days were 

found to be 40% degraded through which affirmative preliminary test and significant 

confirmatory test were obtained and after the analysis of the samples, complete DNA 

profiles were obtained. The majority of the samples were observed to be 80% degraded, 

when analyzed within 15 to 30 days and leads to negative preliminary test and confirm 

the confirmatory test after that partial DNA profile were obtained. Among all the samples 
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of saliva maximum degraded profiles (85 to 93%) were observed when the examination 

is done between 31 to more than 45 days with inconclusive results. The degradation and 

examination depend upon the activity of amylase and their long lasting duration in the 

sample. Saliva sample can be analyzed after a year, but it should be collected and 

preserved after drying it properly.  

 

B.5.6. Practical approach of research work 

The prime aim of the study was to lay stress on practical aspects of investigation such as 

standard procedure for collection, preservation and packaging, transportation and 

examination of biological evidences for DNA analysis. In the present scenario in our 

country practice of handling of forensic evidences are not appreciable. So keeping this 

point in mind this research work was carried out to find the loopholes in the investigation 

of sexual assault cases. It is found that varied factors are responsible for this, which can 

be summed up as follows: late reporting of the case, delay in forensic examination, poor 

quality and the quantity of the samples, the degradation rate of the samples. 
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B.5.7. Outcome of the study 

 Proper training of handling biological samples should be provided to police 

personnel. 

 Identifying the perpetrator. 

 Providing support to the victim. 

 Development of link between victim, perpetrator and the scene of crime. 

 Standard operating protocol should be developed for investigation of sexual 

assault cases. 

 Organizing camps to reduce the sensitivity of violence. 

 To provide proper training to the police personnel’s and counselors. 

 To provide guidelines for public awareness campaigns, educational, training 

programs and the setting up of women’s groups to respond against the assault. 

 Designing a campaign for raising awareness about violence against women. 

Late  Reporting to Police 

Delay in Examination 

Poor quality and quantity of the samples 

Inappropriate Analysis  

(Owing to highDegradation Rate) 
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 Implementation of the Combined DNA Index System (CODIS).  

B.5.8. Evidence handling: 

 Before packaging all the evidences must be air dried. The presence of 

moisture may engender microflora and hence result in degradation of DNA. 

Freezing the biological evidence also help in preventing the evidence from 

deterioration.  

 For packaging of biological evidence paper bags and packages should be used 

as they allow residual moisture to be lost. Glass or plastic containers/ bags 

can also be used for packaging. 

 Trace evidences such as hairs and fibers can be packed in paper bag/ druggist 

fold, 

 All the evidence should be properly sealed. 

 Use of Self-sealing envelopes /suitable adhesive material is preferred. For 

moistening soaked gauze/ tap water shall be used. Use of saliva is strictly 

prohibited as it may contaminate the evidence. 

 Biological evidences should be labelled properly. The label shall exhibit case 

number, date and time of collection  of evidence, nature of sample, evidence 

number, name of examiner etc.,. Use of barcode is preferred. 

 Evidence should be clearly labeled with case number, examiner's names, 

collection date and time, evidence number, sample type, and the location from 

which the evidence was collected. If possible, a barcode should be used. 

 The request forms should be properly filled.  

 The request form is to be kept with the samples before sealing. 

 Packages should not be stapled and must be signed across the seal in order to 

detect possible fraud. A Biohazard label must be affixed to the package if 

needed. 

 The samples should be kept in appropriate environment which checks evidence 

from deterioration (e.g., DNA samples are either stored in a refrigerator at 4°C or 

a freezer at −20°C to reduce microorganisms' growth rate and to avoid DNA 

degradation). The kit should be shipped to the laboratory as soon as possible. 
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 To improve the DNA analysis capacity of public crime laboratories.  

 To provide financial assistance to State Forensic laboratories to help eliminate 

backlogs.  

 To develop funding for the elimination of convicted offender database backlogs, 

and encourage aggressive programs to collect owed samples from convicted 

offenders. 

 To provide support, training and education for forensic scientists, police officers, 

prosecutors, defense attorneys, judges, victim service providers, medical 

personnel, and other criminal justice personnel to increase the pool of available 

DNA analysts. 

 To provide support for the development of improved DNA technologies, set up 

demonstration projects to encourage the increased use of DNA testing, and create 

a National Forensic Science Commission to help ensure that the latest DNA and 

other forensic technologies are used to the maximum extent by criminal justice 

systems. 

 To provide the Forensic Medical Examination (FME) of victim before 72 hours 

with precautions of washing, shower and changing clothes, particularly in acute 

cases. 

B.5.9. Relevance of DNA in Sexual Assault Cases 

 Increases chances of identifying the perpetrator. Analysis of DNA samples 

permit forensic scientists to compare the profile of the offender against a large 

database with numbers of profiles run by the FBI called CODIS (Combined DNA 

Index System). 

 Increases of holding perpetrators accountable. If the states made charges against 

an offender, DNA profiles carry weight in court. It helps to build a stronger case 

against the perpetrator. 

 Prevention against sexual assaults in future. . If an accused is not prosecuted, 

their DNA will be added to the database, making it easier to be connecting the 

perpetrator to a crime in the future. 

https://rainn.org/get-info/legal-information/working-with-the-criminal-justice-system
https://rainn.org/get-info/legal-information/working-with-the-criminal-justice-system
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Forensic evidence has a great importance that contains all the information about a 

suspected crime, which is considered to be relevant to an investigation in order to find out 

the facts. It may be useful for: 

 Appropriate  investigation by police personnel;  

 identification of the perpetrator;  

 forgive a suspect or an accused from a scene of crime;  

 support a victim's, witness' and promote further investigations; 

 Provide proof that attests to the occurrence of the alleged event. 

 The Value of DNA Evidence is a powerful investigative tool. The sequence or 

order of the DNA building blocks is different in particular regions of the cell, 

making each person’s unique DNA. Therefore, DNA evidence collected from a 

crime scene is a powerful tool that can link a suspect to a crime or eliminate one 

of suspicion. 

It is intended that the present study works out as a crucial tool for forensic experts in 

analyzing the samples in cases of sexual assault.  
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Sexual offence is a serious social problem worldwide 

taking place at different levels of society. Such offence 
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Seventy cases of sexual assault have been selected for the 

study from Delhi-NCR, India. These cases were having 

different reason for improper and incomplete 

investigation  of  sexual  assault  cases  like  delaying  in 

reporting cases, statement of the victims, lack of judiciary 

 support, the role of media, and the role of community. 
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Introduction: 

Sexual offence is defined as any type of sexual 

contact or behavior that occurs without the 

accurate consent of the recipient. It is not the 

problem of our country but it's the problem 

increasing worldwide. There are various factors 

which plays a very important role  while 

investigation or to arrest the offender of the case. 

Different investigating protocols for investigation 

of such types of crime have been developed in 

various countries but  India is lacking in 

developing uniform standard protocol for the 

investigation of sexual assault cases and victims 

support. Delay of complaint to police is a common 

feature of sexual assault cases, particularly where 

the complainant remains a child who has lack of 

knowledge about the assault and accused. In such 

cases, the alleged offender is mostly trusted 

person of the family, teacher, coach or spiritual 

leader. 

The Australian Law Reform Commission 

(ALRC) vide its report 
1 

concluded that a child's 

failure to immediately report the matter may 

adversely affect particularly when the accused is 

adult holding the higher position. [1] 

It expected that delayed reporting into 

adulthood is necessarily associated with degraded 

evidence or unavailable witnesses and a reduced 

likelihood of proceeding to prosecution. It 

indicates that adults do report, they  are 

committed witnesses and more able to articulate 

their evidence. [2] 

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics 

reports the majority of rapes and sexual assaults 

in the United States between 1992 and 2000 were 

not reported to the police. Only 36 % of rapes, 34 

% of attempted  rapes, and 26 % of sexual 

assaults were reported. There were various 

reasons for not reporting of sexual assault 

self blame, embarrassment, insult and lack of 

judiciary support. [3] 

Interviewing the victim or the statement of the 

victim of a sexual assault also play a very 

important role while investigating the case. In 

New York State the entire police department 

provides a private setting area for the interview of 
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the victims of such crime. Private setting means a 

confined room from which the victim and 

interviewer are not visible or identifiable to 

anyone else, and whose conversations cannot be 

heard from outside the room. Rape Crisis Center 

advocate is provided with the victim during the 

interview process. [4] 

A victim impact statement in her own words 

is a valuable tool for the investigation of such 

cases. It may be written or oral information about 

the crime and how it has been affected them. In 

USA, states allow victim statements as important 

phase of the sentencing process. Victim statement 

information is generally included in the pre- 

sentencing report presented to the judge and if 

required before parole hearing of the accused. The 

main purpose of victim statements is to describe 

to the court or parole board the impact of the 

crime. A judge may use information from these 

statements that helps to determine an offender's 

sentence while a parole board may use such 

information to help decide whether to grant a 

parole and conditions of the accused after release. 

A few states allow victim impact information to be 

introduced at bail, pre-trial release, or at hearings. 

Generally, victims are not called to testify in court, 

and if they testify, they are required to respond to 

small and specific questions. It becomes an 

opportunity for the victim to participate in the 

criminal justice process and to confront the 

offenders. Most states allow victims to present 

oral or written statements. Some states allow 

victims to record impact statements on videotape, 

audiotape, or other electronic means, particularly 

for use at parole hearings. Child victims can 

submit drawings to describe how the crime 

affected them. Some states require judges to 

include victim statements in their deliberations. 

Offenders are usually allowed to challenge the 

accuracy of the facts given by victim statements. 

Victims of child sexual abuse may pursue justice 

through both the criminal and civil justice 

systems. There are two significant differences 

between the two court systems: the burden of 

proof necessary and the role of the victim in each 

process. Most crime victims have the right to file a 

civil prosecution seeking financial compensation 

from the perpetrator or from others whose 

unreasonable conduct gave rise to conditions that 

allowed the crime to occur. It is possible to find the 

suspect liable in a civil case even though an 

opinion of “not guilty” was carried out in the 

criminal case. According to a news report in 

Canada, 53% of sexual assault victims stated that 

they were not confident in the police; two-thirds 

stated that they were not trusted in the court 

process and in the criminal justice system. The 

common reasons for not reporting were feeling 

shame, embarrassment, and fear of the offender 

and lack of confidence in the justice system. [6] 

The uses of modern electronic gadgets have 

been increased in the commission of sexual 

assault cases. Now a day the Internet has become a 

rapidly increasing powerful tool for victims to find 

out information and support. However, the 

Internet has also played a growing role in sex 

crimes. Cyber stalking—threatening behavior or 

unwanted advances using the Internet or other 

high-tech communication is a well documented 

problem. Mobile phone, surveillance, and 

computer technologies provide new ways to 

harass or intimidate victims. Photos or video 

taken during a sexual assault can be quickly and 

widely shared, creating further trauma for victims. 

A recent youth survey, while not specifically 

assessing sexual victimization, illustrates the 

popularity of online harassment of adolescents 

(2006 Youth Internet Safety Survey).Using quick 

messaging, sites, and chat rooms each increased a 

youth's risk of Internet harassment. Controlling 

the excessive use of the Internet is difficult. [7] 

 
Materials & Methods 

The sample of the present study comprised of 

the females who complained of sexual assault of 

different age groups. Data were collected from 

different rehabilitation centers in Delhi- NCR and 

court proceedings. All the 70 women who 

comprised the sample of the present study were 
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personally interviewed with a pre-designed, 

structural interview schedule. The subjects were 

assured of the confidentiality and anonymity of 

their responses. 

Results 

The results of the present study carried out on 

victims have been analyzed. 72% victims were 

found to reporting incident was to be delayed out 

of which 10% of the cases were reported within 24 

hours, 12% of the cases reported on second day 

i.e.24-48 hours as delay in reporting the case will 

affect the investigation process, 19% of the cases 

reported on third day i.e. after 72 hours i.e. 48-72 

hours and the maximum number of cases i.e. 31% 

reported after three days or more than three days 

as a result of which quality of investigation 

affected by the delay in reporting the incidence 

and the process. The evidential proof get 

destroyed that affect the investigation procedure. 

[Table 1] 

In 75% of the cases, the clear-cut statement 

were not given by victims as the investigation of 

such types of cases mainly depends upon the 

interview or the statement of the victims while 

reporting, only 9% of the victims were ready to 

give the interview regarding the case. In 15% of 

the cases victims given the self statements in their 

own words without anybody's pressure, 21% of 

mentally harassed from the excessive use of the 

internet among all age group people especially 

youngsters. [Table 4] 

79% of the victims has affected by community 

as out of this only 15% victims has support from 

friends and family while in 10% cases they got the 

financial and the commercial support from the 

society. In 21% of the cases reduced the chances of 

likelihood marriage means they don't have choice 

to get marry according to their wish and the 

maximum number of cases i.e.33% they are not 

accepted by the society for marriage as they get 

sexually assaulted. [Table 5] 

Discussion: 

In today's society, a large numbers of females 

are becoming victims of sexual assault. This has to 

become a growing concern among society. 

According to the NCRB record in 2015 the total 

number of 34, 651 cases were reported across the 

India. Though 27.5 Million females were sexually 

assaulted but only 1% of the victims report to the 

police in India. [8] 

In most of the cases there is delay in reporting 

the case to the police means the cases are not 

reported on time but in the present study, 72% of 

the cases are not reported within time as it directly 

affect the all investigation procedure. There is 

logical connection between delay in reporting and 
the cases give statements under the family, friends its investigation. It is all related to the all 
and  the  social  pressure.  Maximum  number  of 

cases i.e. 30% of the cases were not agrees to give 

the statement and the interview process. [Table 2] 

70% of the victims do not believe in the judiciary 

support as they suffers from long-term effects of 

being attacked, including depression, difficulties 

with trust and forming relationships, and anxiety, 

fear and stress. In 40% cases victims believes that 

because of the long processing and the mental or 

financial loss they stop the case or do not file a case 

whereas in 30% of the cases victims don't trust on 

the investigation system followed by the police 

personals. [Table 3] 

Out of 85%, in 35% cases victims feels fear 

from social media and in 50% cases victims get 

procedures of MLC (Medico Legal Care of victims), 

reach to the crime scene before the destruction of 

the evidences, collection of proper evidences, 

examination of the evidences and the report 

through which we can get the proof against actual 

suspect(s) that leads to the timely conviction of 

the offender. 

Victim statement is another major factor that 

disturbs the investigation in these types of cases 

i.e. in 21% of the cases victims' gives statement 

under the family, friends and the social pressure or 

in few cases victims gives statement in her own 

words. Maximum numbers of the cases victims 

were not ready for the interview process. 

Interview should be held in a private room or area 
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from where nobody can hear the voice. The 

interview should be conduct in that manner that a 

victim reveals all the information needed for 

investigation. This is the duty of the interviewer to 

look after all these matters of concern regarding 

statement and the interview.[5] 

70% of the victims do not believe in the 

judiciary support as they suffer from long-term 

effects of being attacked, including depression, 

anxiety, fear and stress. The time has been taken 

by judicial system to bring some level of justice to 

them, especially since many loopholes currently 

exist. In 40% cases victims suffers from long term 

processing of the judicial system and in 30% cases 

victims do not believe on the police investigation 

system because they believes that they mistreat 

the victims or blaming them for this . 

The excessive use of internet and the use of 

smart phones with different apps related to the 

social sites leak the information very quickly so 

85% victims feels fear from media, social 

networking sites and are traumatized. 

79% of the victims has affected by community 

as cultural, communication and systemic barriers 

because of lack of appropriate services like 

minimum number of the people give financial and 

the commercial support, chances of likelihood 

marriage get reduced support and the large 

number of people not accept the girl as their bride 

or daughter in law. 

This paper focuses on community-based 

approach in accountability and for victims of 

sexual assault. The treatment result depicts the 

following need to i) to educate community 

members and service providers about the 

procedure and treatment programs, ii) to offer 

victims support, and iii) to bring awareness about 

the timely reporting the case. iv) to developed 

confidential level among the victims v) to give 

special training to the police personals. [7] 

It is concluded that, if all this procedure 

followed during investigation it will increase the 

more number of reporting cases, victims feels safe 

while interviewing and no offender will live scot 

free and victims cope up with these entire trauma. 
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Following tables shows some of the major factors that affect 
the investigation process in the case of sexual assault: 

Table 1: showing in delay in reporting the case: 
 

 
 

 

Factors  Percentage Rate  

After 24 hours 10% 

After 48 hours 12% 

After 72 hours 19% 

Or more than 3 days 31% 

TOTAL 72% 
 

Table 2 showing statement of the victim 
 

Factors Percentage Rate 

Agree for the interview process 9% 

Not agree for the interview process 30% 

Self statement 15% 

Statement under pressure 21% 

TOTAL 75% 

Table 3 showing lack of judiciary support 
 

Factors Percentage Rate 

Long term processing 40% 

Trust on investigation system(police 
personals) 

30% 

TOTAL 70% 

Table 4 showing role of medi 
 

Factors Percentage Rate 

Fear of social media 30% 

Excessive use of internet 50% 

TOTAL 85% 

Table 5 showing role of community 
 

Factors Percentage Rate 

Lack of family and friends support 15% 

Reduced likelihood marriage 21% 

Financial and commercial support 10% 

Non- acceptability in the society 33% 

TOTAL 79% 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Role of police in a country like India is invaluable. Despite 

India being the biggest democracy having the largest police 

organization, heinous crimes like sexual abuse are increasing 

day by day. Strict measures for preventing such crimes have 

been planned and implemented too but the outcome is not up to 

expectations because of the system and the procedure adapted 

from investigation to the examination is inappropriate. 

Sufficient measures should be taken to guarantee that all 

clauses are fixed and examination happens immediately, to 

abstain from altering of proof quite far. 

These, cases can be eff ectively prosecuted regardless of the 

fact that the examination uncovers that proof is not accessible 

from every one of the three sources i.e. victim, accused and the 

scene of crime.The primary objective of the interrogation of 

sexual abuse is to obtain precise information about the crime. 

During interrogation eff orts should be made to guarantee 

that victims are dealt with respect and professionalism. 

Postponed reporting is basic and requires the special 

investigative strategies. In delayed reports, important proof 

may at present be recuperated from the scene of crime. In 

such restrained circumstances the police investigate but lack 

of cooperation and insufficiency of evidences and evidential 

source make victim loose the case
[1]

. 

Medical examination is a crucial part of information which is 

gathering for medicolegel evidences, their documentation and 

interpretation in court. It becomes more valuable where there is 

no other witness to the incident
[2]

. The issue or problem is that 

in these cases police investigators suppose that large numbers 

16 

of sexual abuse reports are false
[3]

. Deferred reporting of sexual 

abuse is very common because of disgrace privacy worries fear 

of striking back by the culprit or his/her family. 

Delaying in forensic examination of the samples: Biological 

evidences of forensic importance particularly found in cases of 

sexual abuse. These cases are characterized by low rates of 

disclosure, reporting, prosecution, and conviction. It is the 

only way to prove the occurrence of abuse and to identify the 

off ender. Strict measures should be taken to avoid 

contamination, degradation, and loss of biological evidence, 

(i.e., selection, collection, packing, sealing, labeling, storage, 

preservation, transport, and guarantee of the chain custody). 

Sexual abuse is a serious social and public health problem that 

needs immediate forensic medical examination (FME), that is, 

when the elapsed time between the abuse and the FME is less 

than 72 hours. 

Few countries have adopted guidelines for evidence 

management, which are essential during judicial proceedings. 

These guidelines will support in optimizing forensic 

intervention and reduce unnecessary variations in the 

procedures, as well as improving cooperation among several 

entities and professionals. Forensic expert and examiner 

should also be aware of the scope and limitations of laboratory 

analysis as well as the consequences of contamination or 

degradation of any evidence because there are multiple 

variables that may influence the quality of evidence. 

Biological evidence for DNA studies is considered the most 

important evidence for legal proof in courts of law. The proper 
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handling procedures during selection, collection, packaging, 

labeling, storing, and transportation of evidence to the 

laboratory are key steps aiming to achieve final valid and 

reliable results
[4]

. 

To collect and preserve DNA evidence “rape kit,” is used and 

receive important medical care. DNA evidence needs to be 

collected within 72 hours in order to be analyzed by a crime 

laboratory. The purpose of the physical examination is to 

assess the injuries and to collect evidence for legal 

proceedings. It is important that evidence collected more than 

48 to 72 hours after the abuse often may be difficult to recover 

or may be invalid
[5]

. 

The ability to develop a profile from touch DNA is aff ected 

by three factors: i) the length of time the victim was in 

contact. ii) The amount of force applied. iii) The number of 

other individuals who were involved
[6]

. The probability of 

finding sperm from vaginal swabs declined substantially after 

24 hours and DNA evidence dropped dramatically two days 

after the abuse
[7-8]

. 

The reliability of DNA evidence depends upon the quantity 

and quality of the sample analyzed, laboratory equipments, 

method of collection and preservation of the samples. A DNA 

sample is capable of analysis if there is sufficient quantity and 

reasonable quality of DNA present in the sample. The analysis 

of poor quality DNA samples may lead to tentative results. A 

DNA sample may be contaminated with other human DNA in 

a number of ways, including: contain a mixture of fluids or 

tissues from diff erent persons due to the nature of the crime; 

contaminated during sample handling, collection and 

transportation; contamination may occur in PCR-based testing 

if the amplification products of one test are carried over into the 

mix for a subsequent PCR test
[9]

. 

Spermatozoa can be identified only for 72 hours after abuse. If 

a victim has suff ered more than three days, avoid taking 

swabs for spermatozoa. Evidence on the outside of the body 

and on materials such as clothing can be collected even after 

96 hours
[10]

. Low quantity and poor quality of DNA samples 

contain PCR inhibitors that reduce the probability of obtaining 

desired results. Increased degradation of samples aff ects 

overall success rates and efficiency of generating STR-based 

DNA profiles
[11]

. Semen is rarely present in oral, rectal, vaginal 

cavities after 72 hours of sexual contact. In vaginal cavity the 

half-life time depends on the age of the victim (pre- or post 

pubertal) and if the semen is localized in the cervix, the half- 

life may be much higher than 72 hours. In post pubertal girls 

spermatozoa may remain motile in the vaginal secretions for 6 

to 12 hours and in the cervix for as long as 5 days; nonmotile 

spermatozoa may be found in stains of vaginal secretions from 

12 to 48 hours after ejaculation. Dried secretions on clothing 

remain quite stable, so that semen may be detected for longer 

 
17 

than 1 year. These half-lives represent several variables must 

be considered when documenting the presence of semen in 

sexual abuse cases like the type of practice and circumstances 

(e.g., where evidence is deposited; ejaculation occurred in the 

skin, oral, anal, or vaginal mucosa or in the cervix; condom 

use; the perpetrator is azoospermic or vasectomized); the time 

between abuse and evidence collection; victim's gender, age, 

and activities (e.g., urinating, defecating, vomiting, brushing 

teeth, bathing, eating, drinking, smoking, spitting, running, 

and walking) after sexual contact
[12]

. Accurate result of 

spermatozoa presence may found when it collected from 

vagina- motile 6 hours; non-motile 72 hours and the longest 

interval sperm could be found after abuse was 48 hours. The 72 

hours rule originated due to increased degradation rate of DNA 

and the evidence collected after 72 hours the quality and the 

quantity of the DNA obtained will not sufficient to get 

appropriate profile
[13]

. 

 
MATERIALAND METHODS: 

The research was designed in a manner that stressed on 

collection of information of sexual abuse cases through review 

of F.I.R, and charge sheet and essence of the cases was worked 

out for the serological analysis of samples collected from 

crime scene and forwarded to forensic science laboratory. Out 

of which 50 cases reported were chosen for the analysis. After 

all the preliminary examination required, the samples were 

then analyzed for DNA sample match. 

 The present study examined the investigation procedure of 

50 cases of sexual abuse. 

 All the 50 cases were thoroughly examined and analyzed 

through semen, blood and DNA analysis. 

RESULT AND OBSERVATION: 

The result of this study suggests that success in investigation of 

sexual abuse cases mainly depend upon timely reporting, 

examination of samples, poor quality and quantity of the 

samples and the analysis of degraded samples for fair and 

timely prosecution and justice to the victim of this heinous 

crime. 

The observations gathered are given vide Table No. 1 to 4 

which reveals that: 

1. The investigation of cases is seriously aff ected due to 

postpone reporting i.e. only ,13% cases reported just after 

the case, 15% within 24 hours, 22% reported after 48 

hours and maximum number of cases reported i.e. 50% 

after 72 hours. [Table 1] 

2. Delay in reporting the case directly aff ects the forensic 

examination. Out of 50 cases only 10% samples examined 

after 1-2 days, 15% examined after 3-10 days, 31% 

examined after 1-2 months and 40% samples examined 
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Deferring Reporting to Police 

 

more than 4 months or it took years to get examined [Table 

2]. 

3. Another important factor is poor quality and the quantity 

of the samples. Out of total number of cases samples 

which have good quality and enough quantity to examine 

Flow Chart Showing Independent Factors 
Aff ecting the Forensic Examination of the Samples 

 

are only 15% from which appropriate results came out.    

35% samples were of average quantity from which results 

came out were of poor quality but in 50% cases the quality 

was very poor and the quantity was too small because of 

the higher degradation rate so that results got aff ected 

[Table 3]. 

4. Analysis of the samples depends upon the poor quality and 

quantity along with the degradation rate. In 70% of cases 

blood samples get degraded because of improper 

preservation, collection and transportation methods while 

30% of semen stains get degraded [Table 4]. 

 

 
 

Table 1: Showing Postpone Reporting of Case to the Police 
 

Details Percentage 

Just after the case 13 

Within 24 Hrs 15 

After 48 Hrs 22 

> 72 Hrs 50 

 
Table  2 : Showing Delaying in Forensic Examination   

of the Samples 
 

Details Percentage 

Just after collection of samples 2 

After 1-2 days 10 

After 3-10 days 15 

After 1-2 months 31 

More than 4 months 42 

Table 3: Showing Poor Quality and Quantity of Samples 
 

Details Percentage 

Good 15 

Average 35 

Poor 50 

Table 4: Showing the Degradation Rate of Samples 
 

Details Percentage 

Semen Stains 30 

Blood Samples 70 

Delaying in Examination 

 

 

Poor quality and quantity of the samples 
   

 
   

Poor Analysis because of degradation rate 
   

 

 

 

 
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION: 

In the cases of sexual abuse, samples of blood, semen, and 

other body fluids or tissues can be analyzed for identification 

purposes and then individualized by deoxyribonucleic acid 

(DNA) typing. The DNA types of persons involved can be 

determined and compared with the types obtained from the 

case specimens. Generally reports of sexual abuse get 

postpone because of fear of re-exploitation, not being 

supported by family, friends, relatives, and community and not 

believing by police personnel's. 

The lack of knowledge of investigation of the police personals, 

samples took long time to reach to the laboratory for the 

examination and there is lack of man power in the laboratories 

examination will take more time. 42% of the cases examined 

after more than 4-monthsand only 13% examined just after the 

case because of the upper authorities pressure. Some of the 

highlighted cases examined just after the crime. 

In DNA analysis, results depend on the quality and the quantity 

of the samples obtained from the scene of crime and the 

victims. Only in 15% of the cases samples have good quality 

and the quantity to obtain appropriate results. The evidence 

should be collected before 72 hours after that the proof of 

evidentiary material decreases
[9]

. 

Depending upon the time, that has passed since the crime, male 

reproductive cells may be alive and motile (free moving) or 

dead. The motile cells indicate relatively recent sexual abuse 

contact. A major distinction made between the microscopic 

examinations for the motile cells, typically conducted 

immediately following the medical examination of a victim, 
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and the normal analysis for the spermatozoa in the forensic 

laboratory
[12]

. 

After reporting of any abuse to the police the investigation of 

case took long time in MLC of the victim, collection, 

preservation and the transportation of evidences to the 

laboratory but in present condition after collection, biological 

evidences send to the 'MALKHANA' (a place in the police 

station) where samples get degraded because of no 

preservation facilities that needs for the biological samples. 

Inappropriate procedures for investigation and the formality of 

paper work took long time to send the evidence to the forensic 

laboratory for examination. Improper collection, preservation 

and packaging of the exhibits often lead to degradation. All the 

four factors as shown in flow chart are independent to each 

other that aff ect the investigation procedure in sexual abuse 

cases. 

The major focus of this paper on the practical approaches of 

investigation techniques, collection, packaging, preservation 

and transportation of biological evidence for DNA analysis. 

It may be useful to (1) to give proper training to police 

personals of handling the biological samples; (2) identification 

of the perpetrator (3) support to victim (4) and to develop a 

proper protocol for investigation of such abuse. 
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Marriage is an auspicious ceremony which unites two bodies’ two souls. It’s a lifelong bonding of one man and one 

woman but to the great extent, the major problem is of "dowry culture” in our society. Demand of dowry is a major 

problem in Indian marriages; it is a deep rooted social evil. As we are living in the 21
st
  century but the truth still 

persists that the women in our society has been ill-treated. After or before marriage she has bereft of her own identity 

and looked upon to her family members or on husband for basic necessities. This study defines the relation between 

domestic violence and dowry demands. Forty cases of dowry related domestic violence were studied here from western 

UP, India. Most of the women in this study experienced dowry related domestic violence got married in their early age 

52.5%, from rural background (55%), have a lower household income (55% cases) and not working (92.5%). Majority 

of cases reported in  the early years of marriage (55%), and they were from lower educational background. The result   

of this study indicates that Economic empowerment, together with higher education and modified cultural norms may 

protect the women from such type of social evil. 
 

Keywords: Dowry, marriage, domestic violence. 
 

Introduction 

India has a very rich culture. Marriage is an  auspicious  

sacred ceremony which unites two bodies and souls into one 

and it is not only bonding of two people but a strong bond  

that brings two families together according to their culture in 

arranged marriages. Paying dowry is an essential part of 

arranged marriage in Indian cultures. Dowry related Violence 

can occur soon or sometime after the marriage where the 

demand of dowry seems to be displeasing to the grooms 

family. These types of violence occur almost in all societies, 

it has no caste, class or the religion. As we are living in the 

21
st
 century, still women harassed or ill-treated because of 

male dominating society
1
. In this society women bereft her 

own identity and dependent on others for their basic 

necessities. They are not only cheated for her nobility but  

also suffer from the corruption by the men and become the 

victim of cruelty within the boundaries of her own house. 

However this pain/ordeal does not stop here, it may cross its 

limits, pressurize her to commit suicide. Many types  of 

torture may be given to them like burning, beating, abusing 

etc. 

 

The study conducted had attempted to review the culture 

dowry system in western UP India and analyses the major 

factors due to which demand of dowry is increasing in our 

societies. Dowry is “goods given by the bride parents to the 

groom’s family”. In 1961 the demand of dowry becomes 

illegal, demand of dowry become culture in all societies
2
. It’s 

a social system that keep alive the torture on women  and  

their deaths
3
. Over the last many years, obstructed laws have 

not proved a great change in this social practice. According 

 

 
to the National Crime Records Bureau of India total 8,618 

female deaths related to dowry disputes recorded in 2011
3
. In 

most of the reported cases, women’s are sufferers of great 

psychological torture, ill treatment, harassment, and a very 

common reason to this is low bride price or in sufficient 

dowry so as to fulfill their greedy desires. Inspite of great 

reforms and challenges taken towards educating a girl child, 

our society seems to be insensitive towards this bad practice. 

 

This study suggests a relation between domestic violence and 

dowry demands. Higher ill-treatment and abusing to female 

has been when a groom and his family not pleasing with 

dowry payments
4
. Crimes affected women in the society  

gives complex, low self esteem and low status to the parents 

of a girl; in this modernization of era lower and middle class 

families and laws are generally against such types of crimes
5
. 

 

Dowry related domestic violence has been considered as, a 

major problem in the society, increasing day by day in India, 

this is the matter of deep thought about the death of females 

due to dowry
6
. The latest literature review expose to view 

that non- governmental organization, social activists, and the 

Indian government has, as much not changed over the ten  

years. As a result the problem has increased and took a frame 

like that it will never changed in future
2
. 

 

The objective this study was to understand the role of dowry 

demands in marital discord resulting in domestic violence as 

reported by women who sought help. In present study forty 

cases of dowry related domestic violence were taken from 

western UP, India. The study sought to analyze the 

http://www.isca.in/
http://www.isca.in/
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demographic characteristics of the women included in the 

study and to learn about the prevalence of dowry and its role 

in different marital problems faced by these women 

including domestic violence. 

 

Material and Methods 

The samples of the study consist of the women who complained 

of domestic violence due to dowry demand. All the 40 women 

who comprised the sample of this study were personally 

contacted and administered a pre-designed, structural interview 

schedule. The subjects were guaranteed the confidentiality and 

anonymity of their responses. 

 

Results and Discussion 

The results of the study show that out of a total of 40 women 

who were included in the study and complained of dowry 

related domestic violence 52.5% females were between the 

age of 15-20 years and 40% were between the age of 21-25 

years and 7.5% were more than 25 years of age (table -1). 

95% of the samples belonged to Hindu religion, 2% belonged 

to Sikh and 3% belonged to the Muslim religion (table-1). A 

majority of these women had an arranged marriage 95%, 

while 5% had a love marriage. The education level of these 

women (table-1) indicates that only 8% females were highly 

educated (post graduate). A majority of them were living in 

joint family (85%) while 10% were living in  nuclear  and 

only 5% were living in extended joint family (table-1) .The 

calculations showed that 85% females complained of 

domestic violence having female child whereas only 15% 

having male child. Majority of women included in this study 

were house wives. A majority of these women (55%) were 

from a lower income group. The time after marriage since 

when dowry demand were made is shown in Table 1.  It  

shows that in majority of the cases (55%) the dowry demands 

were made soon after the marriage, in 23% cases it was 

between the 2-3 years of the marriage, in 17% of the cases 

between 3-5 years of the marriage. 

 

Table-1 

S No. Factors Details Percentage 

 

1 
 

Age 

15-20 52.5% 

21-25 40% 

26-30 7.5% 

 

2 

 

Religion 

Hindu 95% 

Muslim 3% 

Sikh 2% 

Christian - 

3 Region 
Rural 55% 

Urban 45% 

 

4 
 

Family 

Nuclear 10% 

Joint 85% 

Extended 5% 

 

5 
 

Status of Family 

Lower 55% 

Middle 32.5% 

Upper Middle 12.5% 

6 Child 
Male 15% 

Female 85% 

7 Type of Marriage 
Arranged 95% 

Love 5% 

 

 

8 

 

 

Education 

No formal 20% 

Primary 21% 

High School 20% 

Secondary 20% 

Graduation 11% 

PG 8% 

 

9 

 

Time since marriage when dowry demand reported 

Months- 2Year 55% 

2Years-3 Years 23% 

3 Years-5Years 17% 

5 Years –Above 5% 
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Figure-1 

Type of Family 

 

 

Conclusion 

Figure-4 

Education Status 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure-2 

Time since marriage when dowry demand reported 
 

Figure-3 

Status of Family 

Dowry is any item or cash given by the bride family to the 

grooms’ family at the time of marriage
7
. Dowry is a major 

problem with Indian marriages; dowry related violence can 

occur when the dowry or bride-price is seems to be insufficient 

to the grooms family. Dowry is bride-price that gives the 

position of daughter-in-law to any girl in someone’s family. It 

can be added that dowry is a social custom and it is very 

difficult to change customs all of a sudden; practicing customs 

generate and strengthen solidarity and cohesiveness among 

people; many people give and take dowry only because their 

parents and forefathers had been practicing it. Inspite of the fact 

that practice of dowry became illegal in 1961and it is still 

flourishing among all social classes. The youth can definitely 

play a key role in eradicating this evil practice the cases of 

dowry free marriage. Till the time, younger generation musters 

courage to stop this practice and girls resist social pressure to 

take it, people will stick to this custom. In the study by Singh 

M,
8
 discussed about dowry related domestic violence and found 

that, 29.3% of women facing domestic violence reported about 

this abuse to their parents and another 20.7% to their relatives. 

27.6% sought help from elders of community/Sarpanch or 

neighbors. In present study also we included those subjects who 

are facing dowry related domestic violence and findings of the 

present study are also in concurrence with previous ones. It can 

be concluded that different laws made to stop this evil in the 

society failed to curb the giving and taking of cash and other 

materials in the form of dowry
8
. This practice of giving gifts, 

cash, jewellery, household items and appliances to bridegroom 

and his relatives continues even after marriage
9
. The results of 

this study conclude that this demand for dowry is present in all 

types of marriage (Love /Arranged/Love-cum-arranged) but as 

per our findings the percentage is exceptionally higher in 

arranged marriages (95%). Unfortunately women education has 

not produced a reformative effect on this social evil. People of 

all economic status and educational background have demanded 
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dowry and indulged in domestic violence when this demand has 

not been fulfilled. Here majority of cases were reported from 

lower economic status and also not having very good 

educational background. 

 

In the present scenario dowry system as it is practiced in India, 

it has become an instrument of torture for the bride and her 

parents and family
10

. Majority of women reporting domestic 

violence gave dowry demands as the primary cause of violence 

against them and also they have faced all kinds of violence i.e. 

physical, psychological/emotional and verbal. The results of the 

present study are in line with these findings. People of all 

economic status and educational background have demanded 

dowry and indulged in domestic violence when this demand has 

not been fulfilled. In this study also people of all economic 

background demand dowry and indulged in domestic violence 

however majority of cases were reported from lower and middle 

class families (55% and 33%) which is quite alarming . Women 

experiencing marital violence were more likely to have been 

depressed, and to have had low self-esteem. In the study by 

Ranjana Kumari
11

 it was revealed that one out of every four 

dowry victims was driven to suicide due to extreme mental and 

physical torture. The torture begins when the in-laws harass the 

women for more gifts, cash, jewellery, household items and 

appliances from her family
12

 this problem becomes severe when 

girl child born in the family as out of forty cases reported here 

85% females had girl child. Forty cases of dowry related 

domestic violence were studied here from western UP, India. 

Majority of women in the present study experiencing dowry 

related domestic violence got married in their early age 52.5%, 

from rural background (55%). Present study suggests a link 

between domestic violence and dowry demands, it also indicates 

that there are some contributory factors for this like lower 

household income, lower educational background, having girl 

child, type of marriage (Love /Arranged/Love-cum-arranged) 

and type of family (nuclear, joint, extended). The result of this 

study indicates that Economic empowerment, together with 

higher education and modified cultural norms may protect the 

women from such type of social evil. 
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